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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  this  is  the  report  lor  the  Centenary  Year,  1 have  taken  the  opportunity  ol 
including  abstracts  front  previous  reports  and  compiling  graphs  which  are  not 
normally  included  in  the  report,  which  1 felt  would  be  of  interest  to  you. 

It  is  perhaps  fitting  in  the  Centenary  Year,  that  we  have  been  able  to  record 
the  lowest  infant  mortality  rate  in  the  town’s  history,  of  10.11.  Although  the 
figures  on  which  we  are  working  in  a County  Borough  of  this  size  are  fairly  small, 
this  is,  I think,  a tremendous  achievement  and  is  considerably  below  the  National 
Average  for  England  and  Wales  of  18.3.  I should  add  too,  that  this  is  no 
isolated  occurrence,  as  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  in 
itself  almost  a record  with  the  figure  of  14.78.  I am  also  very  glad  to  report  that 
there  has  been  a slight  fall  in  the  illegitimate  birth  rate,  which  is  in  contrast  to 
the  pattern  over  previous  years.  I should  add  too,  that  compared  with  other 
parts  of  the  country  our  figures  for  illegitimate  births  are  relatively  low.  There 
were  no  cases  of  maternal  death  during  the  year,  for  which  we  are  all  most 
thankful. 


Deaths  from  lung  cancer  fell,  but  it  is  impossible  to  draw  any  conclusions 
from  our  figures.  The  position  for  the  country  as  a whole  can  be  seen  by  con- 
sulting the  appropriate  graph.  1 still  feel  that  example  plays  an  important  part 
in  persuading  young  people  either  never  to  take  up  the  smoking  habit,  or  to  give 
it  up  at  an  early  stage  and  I would  implore  all  those  who  are  in  a position  of 
responsibility  to  set  a good  example. 

Around  the  end  of  the  year  work  began  on  a new  clinic,  which  is  part  of  a 
Community  Centre.  This  is  quite  a comprehensive  clinic  with  facilities  for  such 
activities  as  health  education,  physiotherapy  and  occupational  therapy,  together 
with  modern  dental  surgeries.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  infant  welfare 
clinic  provision  is  in  great  demand,  as  can  be  seen  by  consulting  the  figures  of 
children  attending  our  clinics  over  the  past  ten  years.  There  is,  1 think,  now, 
considerably  greater  interest  among  the  family  doctors  for  Health  Centres  and  at 
the  present  time,  serious  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  provision  of  a Health 
Centre  or  Centres  for  this  town. 

In  regard  to  the  Mental  Health  Services,  work  proceeded  on  the  plans  for  a 
Hostel  and  Training  Centre  for  Adult  Sub-normals,  and  at  the  time  of  writing, 
it  should  not  be  long  before  work  on  the  site  is  started.  This  is  really  the  first 
in  a series  of  projects  for  the  Mental  Health  Services,  and  will  be  followed  by  a 
Hostel  for  the  Mentally  111,  which  in  turn  will  be  followed  by  a Hostel  for  Psy- 
chogeriatric  cases. 


Hie  Ambulance  Service  has  undergone  further  steady  improvement  with  the 
delivery  of  a further  “ Standard  Ambulance,”  an  Austin  Princess  ambulance  for 
the  long,  out-of-town  runs,  and  for  cases  requiring  a better  ride  than  that  provided 
by  the  standard  ambulances,  and  a special  vehicle  with  a hydraulic  lift  for  taking 
wheelchair  cases  to  and  from  the  Special  Minding  Unit  and  also  to  and  from  the 
new  Welfare  Centre.  The  only  remaining  high  mileage  vehicle  is  now  the 
Austin  taxi,  which  should  be  replaced  as  soon  as  money  is  available.  An  exten- 
sion has  also  been  built  on  the  old  Ambulance  Station  and  though  this  is  a con- 
siderable improvement,  it  still  does  not  abrogate  the  need  for  a completely  new 
Ambulance  Station.  The  possibility  that  the  Ambulance  Service  may  go  to 
Regional  Hospital  Boards  has  certainly  not  helped  in  furthering  plans  in  regard 
to  this  project.  The  ever  increasing  demands  on  the  Ambulance  Service  are 
quickly  realised  when  one  looks  at  the  mileage  figures  over  the  past  twenty  years. 

In  regard  to  tuberculosis,  the  notifications  showed  a slight  rise  from  13  to 
15,  but  this  figure  is  still  considerably  lower  than  the  numbers  which  were  being 
notified  in  the  immediate  previous  years. 

Co-operation  between  all  three  branches  of  the  Health  Service  is,  I think, 
extremely  good,  and  at  the  present  time  there  is  a considerable  sharing  of  staff 
between  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  Hospital  Management  Committee, 
and  a tendency  towards  making  joint  appointments  so  as  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  various  branches  of  the  service.  This  excellent  co-operation  is  in  no  small 
measure  I think,  due  to  the  size  of  the  town,  which  makes  it  possible  for  people 
to  know  one  another  personally,  as  opposed  to  being  a voice  on  the  end  of  a 
telephone.  In  regard  to  the  attachment  of  staff  to  the  family  doctors,  there 
appears  to  be  little  demand  for  this,  and  again  it  may  well  be  that  this  is  because 
district  nurses  and  others  are  so  well  known  to  the  doctors  in  the  town. 

The  scheme  for  the  notification  of  congenital  defects  apparent  at  birth  has 
been  functioning  well  for  some  considerable  time,  and  should  act  as  an  excellent 
early  warning  device  where  an  outside  agent  is  producing  abnormalities  in  the 
foetus. 

We  are,  unfortunately,  seeing  a rise  in  the  incidence  of  cases  of  Venereal 
Diseases,  especially  gonorrhea.  This  of  course,  is  a problem  which  is  not  confined 
to  this  town,  but  is  nation-wide.  There  was  a time  when  it  appeared  that 
gonorrhea  was  going  to  become  a disease  of  the  past,  in  much  the  same  way  that 
diphtheria  has  now  virtually  become  a disease  of  the  past,  but  there  was  a very 
important  difference  in  the  method  of  approach  and  as  a result,  this  has  not 
occurred. 

During  the  year  an  exhibition  was  arranged  in  the  Town  Hall,  as  part  of  the 
Centenary  Year  celebrations.  Among  the  stands  there  was,  of  course,  one 
arranged  by  the  Health  Department,  and  1 must  say  that  the  full-length  district 
nurse’s  uniform  displayed  at  the  exhibition  looked  most  elegant,  though  one  feels 
it  would  hardly  be  tolerated  by  nursing  staff  in  this  present  day  and  age. 

Family  planning  is  now  making  very  steady  progress  and  during  the  year  one 
of  our  Health  Visitors  was  attached  to  the  Family  Planning  Clinic  so  as  to 
encourage  planning  among  families  where  there  was  clearly  a need  for  this.  No 
one  today  could  doubt  the  value  of  good  family  planning,  and  obviously  the 
tremendous  amount  of  research  which  is  going  on  at  the  present  time  in  regard  to 
family  planning  methods  is  going  to  be  of  immense  benefit  in  the  years  to  come. 


For  some  time  now  we  have  made  considerable  use  of  incontinence  pads,  but 
during  the  year  it  was  felt  that  this  service  ought  to  be  developed  further  by  the 
introduction  of  an  incontinence  laundry  service.  As  a result,  enquiries  were 
made  both  to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  Corporation’s  own 
laundry,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  already  tremendous  pressures  on  both 
these  services,  neither  of  them  was  able  to  help  at  the  present  time.  However, 
we  look  forward  to  the  possibility  of  the  hospital  laundry  service  being  able  to 
help  us  in  this  respect  in  future  years. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  again  played  a very  important  part  in  caring  for 
patients  within  the  Community.  We  are,  perhaps,  fortunate  in  this  town  in  that 
we  are  able  to  provide  a very  extensive  Home  Help  Service,  as  can  be  seen  by 
consulting  the  report  of  the  Home  Help  Service  Organiser.  53  people  received 
help  on  7 days  a week  during  the  year,  2 on  6 days  a week  and  34  received  help 
on  5 days  a week  and  several  patients  required  twice  daily  visits  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 

In  regard  to  the  fluoridation  of  public  water  supplies,  this  authority  has  been 
in  favour  of  such  a move  since  1962,  but  the  Water  Board  would  appear  to  be  in 
difficulties  regarding  implementing  this  decision.  The  dental  staff  are  endeavour- 
ing to  make  up  for  the  lack  of  fluoride  in  our  water  supply  by  applying  stannous 
fluoride  to  the  teeth  of  children  attending  the  dental  clinic.  This  is,  however, 
extremely  time  consuming  and  not  so  well  proven  as  a measure  in  preventing 
dental  caries,  as  is  the  fluoridation  of  the  public  wrater  supply.  It  is  almost  un- 
believable that  this  measure  is  taking  so  long  to  introduce  and  one  is  appalled  at 
the  amount  of  suffering  engendered  by  this  delay.  The  time  must  surely  have 
come  for  introducing  statutory  measures  so  as  to  compel  wrater  authorities  to 
adjust  the  fluoride  content  of  their  water  supply  to  one  part  per  million. 

I believe  that  progress  is  made  more  by  co-operation  than,  competition  and  I 
should  like  here  to  thank  all  those  who  have  helped  us  and  co-operated  with  us, 
in.  our  aims  to  improve  the  health  of  this  town.  I should  like  to  thank  the  staff 
for  their  untiring  efforts  and  loyalty  and  without  whom  nothing  could  be 
achieved. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  ROBERTS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

Hardy  Street, 

Barrow-in-Furness. 

Tel.  : Barrow  24437-9  (3  lines). 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Mayor  Alderman  C.  W.  Ward,  J.P. 

Deputy  Mayor  Alderman  W.  M.  Gabbatt. 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Chairman  Alderman  J.  L.  Jackson. 

\ iced  hairman  Councillor  A.  Cooksey. 

Alderman  M.  T.  Freel. 
Alderman  H.  Turner. 
Councillor  G.  R.  Atkinson. 
Councillor  J.  V.  Carney. 
Councillor  J.  E.  W.  Lehrle. 
Councillor  F.  Christie. 
Councillor  G.  T.  Elborough. 
Councillor  W.  Floyd. 
Councillor  A.  D.  Langtree. 
Councillor  F.  E.  Pyett. 
Councillor  P.  E.  Dowling. 
Councillor  J.  Watson. 
Councillor  A.  West. 
Councillor  E.  Trescatheric. 


MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Principal 
School  Medical  Officer  and  Port 
Medical  Officer  

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Deputy  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer  and  Deputy  Port  Medical 
Officer  

Assistant  Medical  Officers  and  School 
Medical  Officers  

Principal  School  Dental  Officer 

Dental  Officer  

Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  .... 

Consultant  Chest  Physician 

Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  .... 

Consultant  Venereologist  

Consultant  Obstetric  Surgeon 
Public  Analyst 


STAFF 


D.  J.  Roberts,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Chir., 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


P.  A.  Gardner,  L.A.H.,  D.P.H. 

A.  Hazelden,  M.B.,  B.S. 

J.  H.  Jackson,  L.R.C.P.I.  & L.M.,  L.R.C. 
S.I.  & L.M.  (commenced  1/8/67). 

D.  D.  Watts,  M.Sc.,  L.D.S. 

Miss  W.  G.  Si ve wright,  L.D.S. 

R.  Harrison,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S. 

J.  R.  Edge,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

G.  T.  Bedford,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

J.  F.  Mackay,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

G.  R.  Stoneham,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.O.G. 

G.  H,  Walker,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C, 
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Additional  Public  Analyst 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Port  Health  Officer  

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspec- 
tor and  Port  Health  Officer  .... 

Abattoir  Superintendent  and  Meat 
Inspector  

Public  Health  Inspector  for  Meat  and 
Food  Inspection  

District  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Superintendent  Nursing  Officer 
Health  Visitors/School  Nurses 


Health  Visiting  Officer 
Clinic  Nurses  


Health  Visitor/School  Nurse/Midwife 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor/School 
Nurse  

Geriatric  Health  Visitor  


A.  G.  Bushnell,  F.R.I.C. 

J.  Shanks,  a.b.c. 

).  W.  McGarry,  a.b.c. 

A.  A.  Kay,  a.b.c.d. 

R.  L.  Cooke,  a.b.c. 

J.  D.  Frankland,  a.b. 

J.  O.  Baxter,  a.b.c. 

D.  Savles,  a. 

G.  Woodall,  a. 

I).  H.  Smith,  a.b.  (appointed  3/7/67, 
resigned  30/12/67). 

Miss  H.  M.  White,  f.h.j.k.l. 

Miss  A.  W.  Cant,  f.h.j. 

Miss  D.  Latham,  f.h.j.k. 

Miss  G.  Buchanan,  h.j.k. 

Miss  S.  Scott,  f.h.j. 

Miss  A.  Quinn,  h.j. 

Miss  J.  Lindop,  h.j.k. 

Miss  P.  C.  Thompson,  f.h.j. 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Carling,  f.h.k. 

Miss  M.  Goodman,  f.h.j. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Lomas,  h.j.s. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Liddell,  h.k.  (appointed  8/2/67, 
resigned  30/6/67). 

Mrs.  C.  Raine,  h.k.  (appointed  5/9/67, 
resigned  18/10/67). 

Mrs.  A.  Calvert,  s.  (appointed  5/9/67). 

Mrs.  J.  Jesson,  h.  (appointed  23/10/67). 

Mrs.  J.  Kenny,  h.g. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Tyson,  h. 

Mrs.  B.  Austin.,  f.h. 

Miss  T.  G.  Pollard,  f.h.j. 

Miss  B.  M.  Wignall,  h.j. 

Miss  S.  B,  White,  f.h.i.j.m. 
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Dom  i ci  1 i a it  Mid  wi  ves 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Assistant  Superintendent 

Senior  District  Nurse  

District  Nursing  Sisters 


Physiotherapist  

Ambulance  Officer  

Supervisor,  George  Hastwell  Training 
Centre  

Assistant  Supervisors 


Special  Care  Unit,  Assistant 
Supervisor  


Miss  A.  Bagshaw,  1. 

Miss  G.  M.  Eytche,  f. 

Miss  G.  M.  Moore,  f.h.  (part-time). 

Miss  M.  Knight,  f.h. 

Mrs.  D.  Williams,  f.g. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Robey,  f.h. 

Miss  B.  C.  Shelley,  f.h. 

Miss  E.  M.  Jackson,  f.h.k. 

Mrs.  C.  T.  Watling,  f.h.k. 

Mrs.  F.  Topping,  h.r. 

Mrs.  E.  Preston,  h. 

Mrs.  M.  Newsham,  h.k. 

Miss  C.  M.  R.  A.  Hitchcock,  h.  (resigned 
19/8/67). 

Miss  T.  Goodings,  f.h.  (appointed  17/4/67, 
resigned  30/6/67). 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Davey,  h.k. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Cringle,  h. 

Mrs.  C.  Raine,  h.k.  (part-time)  (appointed 
7/11/67,  resigned  23/12/67). 

Mrs.  M.  Liddell,  h.k.  (appointed  1/7/67). 

Mrs.  D.  Hallett,  g. 

Miss  M.  Hartlebury,  f.h.  (resigned  4/4/67). 
Miss  K.  Muldoon,  g. 

Mrs.  A.  Baldwin,  h. 

Mrs.  B.  Uren,  h.. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Thomas,  h.k. 

Miss  R.  Ardron,  h.  (appointed  1/9/67). 

Miss  M.  Johnson,  n. 

J.  H.  Smetburst 

Miss  D.  Woodhead,  p. 

Miss  E.  D.  Williamson,  p. 

Mrs.  A.  Williamson. 

Miss  Y.  Rowe,  p. 

MissS.  Boyd  (Trainee)  (At  present  attend- 
ing a training  course  at  Bristol) . 


Miss  Y,  C.  Young. 
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Assistant  Supervisor,  Adult  Training 
Centre  


Mental  Welfare  Officers 

Chief  Clerk  

Senior  Clerk  

Senior  Clerk,  School  Health 


Mrs.  G.  Bethune,  t.  (resigned  31/3/67 
temporary  4/9/67  to  6/10/67). 

Mr.  M.  McBride  (appointed  28/3/67, 
resigned  31/8/67). 

Mrs.  J.  Dogar  (appointed  4/10/67). 

H.  Hughes. 

R.  Rimmer. 

M.  Taylor,  t. 

K.  P.  Lees. 

Miss  M.  Buchanan. 

Miss  K.  Wilson. 


CODING 

a.  Cert.  R.S.I./R.S.H.  and  S.I.E./P.H.I.E.  Joint  Board  or  Diploma  of  the 

P.H.I.  Examination  Board. 

b.  Cert.  R.S.I./R.S.H.  (Meat  and  Food  Inspection). 

c.  Cert.  R.S.I./R.S.H.  (Smoke  Inspection). 

d.  Cert.  R.S.I./R.S.H.  (Sanitary  Science). 

e.  Cert.  R.S.A.  (Scotland). 

f.  State  Certified  Midwife. 

g.  State  Enrolled  Nurse. 

h.  State  Registered  Nurse. 

i.  State  Registered  Fever  Nurse. 

j.  Health  Visitors'  Certificate. 

k.  Queen’s  Nurse. 

l.  Housekeeping  Certificate. 

m.  Royal  Medico — Psychological  Association  Certificate. 

n.  Member  of  the  Chartered  Society  of  Therapists. 

o.  Licentiate  of  the  College  of  Speech  Therapists. 

p.  N.A.M.H.  Diploma. 

q.  Ophthalmic  Certificate. 

r.  British  Tuberculosis  Association  Certificate. 

s.  Registered  Sick  Children’s  Nurse. 

t.  Registered  Mental  Nurse. 


Section  1 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics,  1967 


Area  

Population  (Census  1961)  

Population  (mid  1967)  

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  

No.  of  dwellinghouses  

1 1 ,003  acres 
64,927 

64,650 

£2,090,422 

£7,961 

21,900 

1966 

1967 

England 
and  Wales 

Deaths  

889 

781 

1967 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

13.75 

12.08 

11.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  as 
adjusted  by  A.C.F.*  

13.61 

11.83 

Live  Births  

1150 

1088 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

17.79 

16.82 

17.2 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
as  adjusted  by  A.C.F.*  

18.67 

17.66 

Stillbirths  

19 

16 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  

16.25 

14.49 

14.8 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  

1169 

1104 

No.  of  illegitimate  births  

88 

80 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live 
births  

76 . 52 

73 . 52 

Infant  Deaths  

17 

11 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 
births  

14.78 

10.11 

18.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legiti- 
mate live  births  

13.18 

8.92 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegiti- 
mate live  births  

34 . 09 

25.00 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (hrst  4 weeks) 
per  1,000  total  live  births  

8.69 

7 . 35 

12.5 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
under  7 days)  

8.69 

7 . 35 

10.8 

Late  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 

7 days — 28  days)  

Nil 

Nil 

Post  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 

29  days — 12  months)  

6 . 08 

2.75 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 
deaths  during  hrst  week)  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths  

24 . 80 

21  .73 

25.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of 
total  live  births  

7.39 

7 . 35 

V 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortions) 

1 

— 

170 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (including 
abortions)  per  1,000  total  births 

0 . 855 



0.20 

* Area  Comparability  Factor  Deaths  0.99 

0 . 98 

do.  Births 

1 ,05 

1 , 05 
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POPULATION 

TRENDS 

1 958 

64,450 

1963 

1959 

64,470 

1964 

1960 

64,580 

1965 

1961 

64,710 

1966 

1962 

64,890 

1967 

sex  structure  of  the  population  is 

approximately 

as  foil 

Age-Sex  Structure 

% 

/o 

Nos. 

0 — 4 years  

7.7 

4,975 

5—9  years  

7.1 

4,587 

10 — -14  years 

8.4 

5,427 

Males  15 — 44  

19.  1 

12,341 

Females  15 — 44 

19.5 

12,599 

Males  45 — 64  

12.8 

8,270 

Females  45—59 

10.2 

6,590 

Males  65  and  over 

4.9 

3,166 

Females  60  and  over  .... 

....  10.3 

6,655 

65,310 
65,180 
64,600 
64,610 
64,65( ) 


DEATH  RATES  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES 


Rate  per 


No. 

1 ,000  Popula 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

367 

5 . 676 

Coronary  Thrombosis  

224 

3.464 

All  Cancers  

1 53 

2.361 

Cancer  of  the  lung  

34 

0.525 

Pneumonia  

39 

0.603 

Bronchitis 

33 

0.510 

T.B.  Respiratory  

2 

0.310 

The  224  deaths  due  to  coronary  disease  were  distrubuted  throughout  age  and 
sex  groups  as  follows  : 


25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

75 

Age  Groups 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

Total 

34 

44 

54 

64 

74 

over 

Male  

— 

4 

16 

32 

35 

35 

1 23 

Female 

2 

2 

14 

34 

50 

102 

fhe  distribution  of  34  deaths  from  lung  cancer  was  as  follows 


35 

45 

55 

65 

75 

Age  Groups 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

Total 

44 

54 

64 

74 

over 

Male  



5 

14 

6 

4 

29 

Female 

1 

2 

2 

5 

DEATHS  IN  ORDER  OF  MAGNITUDE,  1967 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Corrected  Notifications 


Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Measles  

Meningococcal  Infection 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Dysentery  

Acute  Pneum on  ia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Food  Poisoning 

Encephalitis  

Paratyphoid  

Typhoid 


Male 

3 

18 

9 

1 

16 

3 


Female 

4 

1 

13 

4 

1 

11 


1967 


31 

13 

2 

27 

4 

1 


51 


37 


2 


88 


1 otals 


1966 

55 

4 

710 

13 


3 


785 


Section  2 


General  Public  Health 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  UNIT 

This  Unit  was  used  5 times  during  the  year  for  the  disinfestation  of  clothing 
and  bedding  from  infested  households.  Additionally,  ambulance  blankets  are 
disinfected  from  time  to  time  and  all  blankets  from  the  Open  Air  School  are 
treated  during  each  of  the  three  main  school  holidays. 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 

The  facilities  provided  for  the  School  Health  Service  can  be  extended  to 
children  of  pre-school  age,  but  the  necessity  for  treatment  of  verminous  condi- 
tions in  this  age  group  is  now  a rarity. 

WATER 

Mr.  H.  C.  Postlethwaite,  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Furness  Water 
Board,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  : — 

“ The  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  Borough  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  bacteriological  analyses  : — 


Poak 

a Beck 

Duddon 

Thorncliffe 

Road 

Borehole 

Distribu- 

tion 

System 

Raw 

Filtered 

Raw 

Treated 

T reated 

Satisfactory  .... 

19 

44 

— 

50 

5 

126 

Not  satisfactory 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

(With  E.  Coli).... 

— 

— 

— - 

(2) 

— 

(2) 

Total  

19 

44 

52 

5 

131 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  raw  and  treated  water  have  been  carried  out  on  five 
occasions.  In  each  case  the  Analyst  reports  that  the  water  is  suitable  for  a 
supply.  Additional  examinations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  response 
to  specific  complaints  of  taste,  etc.  and  where  necessary,  mains  have  been  flushed 
out  or  cleaned. 

Some  years  ago  the  various  supplies  were  tested  for  fluoride  content  but  only 
a trace  was  detected. 

Before  treatment  the  water  has  plumbo  solvent  action  and  this  is  corrected 
by  the  addition  of  lime  to  a level  recommended  by  the  Authority’s  Consultant 
Analyst. 

No  serious  contamination  of  the  raw  water  occurred.  Gathering  Grounds 
and  Stream  Courses  were  patrolled  regularly  and  any  action  necessary  to  prevent 
pollution  was  taken. 

All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  water.  There  are 
no  supplies  by  standpipes.” 


Tlie  following  reports  of  analytical  examinations  relate  to  samples  obtained 
from  the  various  sources. 

Sample  of  treated  water  from  Poaka  Beck  Supply,  taken  at  Ostley  House. 

Chemical  Results 

pH  value  7.6 

Parts  per  million 

Total  solids  dried  at  180  C.  95 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  22 

Free  ammonia  (as  nitrogen)  0.08 

Albuminoid  ammonia  (as  nitrogen)  0.08 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  0.5 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  27  ’C.)  0.65 

Total  hardness  55 

Non-carbonate  hardness  30 

Carbonate  hardness  25 

Lead  none 

Copper  none 

I ron  none 

Appearance  and  Colour.  Hazen  degrees  5,  clear,  almost  colourless 

Smell  and  Taste  satisfactory 

Residual  free  chlorine none 

Manganese  none 


Sample  of  treated  water  from  River  Duddon  supply,  taken  at  Schneider  Road. 

Chemical  Results 

Parts  per  million 

Total  solids  dried  at  180  C.  

Chlorine  as  chlorides  

Free  ammonia  

Albuminoid  ammonia  

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  27 °C.) 

Total  hardness  

Non-carbonate  hardness  

Carbonate  hardness  

Lead  and  Copper 

Iron  

Appearance  and  Colour.  Hazen  degrees  5,  clear,  almosl 

Smell  and  Taste  

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 
pH  value  


65 
9 

0 . 03 

0.04 

0.1 

1 .7 

40 

20 
20 

none 
none 
t colourless 

satisfactory 
satisfactory 
7.4 
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Sample  of  mixed  water  from  Town  Supply,  taken  at  18,  Milton  Street. 


Chemical  Results 


Parts  per  million 


Total  solids  dried  at  180  C .... 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  

Free  ammonia  

Albuminoid  ammonia  

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  27  C) 

Total  hardness  

Non-carbonate  hardness  


130 

19 

None 
0.02 
0 . 9 
0.5 
100 
15 


Carbonate  hardness  

Lead,  and  Copper  

Iron  

Appearance  and  Colour.  Hazen  degrees  5, 

Smell  and  Taste  

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 

pH  value 

Residual  chlorine  

Manganese  


....  85 
None 
None 

clear,  exceedingly  pale  yellow 

satisfactory 

satisfactory 

7.5 

None 

Trace 


Sample  taken  from  Schneider  Road  Boj 

Chemical  Results 

pH  value  

Total  solids  dried  at  180°C.  

Chlorine  as  chlorides  

Free  ammonia  (as  nitrogen)  

Albuminoid  ammonia  (as  nitrogen) 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  27°C.)  ... 

Total  hardness  

Non-carbonate  hardness  

Carbonate  hardness  

Lead  r 

Copper  

Iron  

Appearance  and  Colour  ....  Hazen 

Smell  and  Taste  

Residual  free  chlorine  

Manganese  

Salinity  


7.5 

Parts  per  million 
. 320 

26 

trace 

0.12 
1.75 
0.15 
220 
15 
205 

less  than  0.02 
None 
trace 

degrees  20,  cloudy 

earthy 

none 

none 

43  parts  per 

million. 
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GENERAL  ARRANGEMENT  OF  SEWERAGE  IN  BARROW 

1 am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  N.  Flitcroft,  for 
providing  the  following  interesting  information  regarding  sewerage  in  the 
Borough. 

“ Holbeck  Main  Drainage  : 

The  new  Main  Outfall  Sewer  to  drain  a private  housing  development  of  over 
180  acres  of  land  at  Holbeck  is  now  completed. 

Housing  Estate,  British  Griffin  Site  : 

The  Main  Outfall  Sewer  is  now  completed  and  the  construction  of  site  sewers 
is  in  hand  on  this  new  Corporation  Estate. 

Dalton  Sewer  : 

Reconstruction  of  the  Dalton  Sewer  commenced  on  the  1st  January  and 
satisfactory  progress  is  being  made  by  the  Contractor.  The  reconstruction  of  the 
sewer  is  necessary  to  prevent  pollution  of  streams  and  fields  in  the  Barrow  area, 
to  relieve  flooding  and  to  allow  for  building  development  in  various  parts  of  the 
County  Borough. 

Additional  surface  water  sewers  have  been  constructed  in  connection  with  a 
new  road  at  Park  Road- — -f 15,000 

An  extension  of  an  existing  sewer  in  Park  Road  to  deal  with  sewage  and 
surface  water  for  factory  sites  north  of  Bank  Lane,  is  approved  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  work  will  be  commenced  this  summer- — £9,000. 

Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Acts  and  Clean  Rivers  (Estuaries)  and 
Tidal  Waters)  Acts  : 

The  Corporation  is  continuing  to  work  in  close  liaison  with  the  Lancashire 
River  Authority  regarding  improvement  of  sewage  effluents  to  streams  and 
tidal  waters,  and  the  following  works  were  completed  in  1967  : 

Palace  Nook  Sewage  Disposal  Works  : 

A modern  Sewage  Works  to  deal  with  a population  of  approximately  7,000 
and  to  improve  the  effluent  discharging  to  Walney  Channel. 

North  Walney  Housing  Estate  : 

Construction  of  a new  Screening  Chamber  to  improve  the  effluent  discharging 
from  the  North  Walney  Housing  Estate  into  Walney  Channel. 

Biggar  Village  : 

Proposals  are  in  hand  for  the  treatment  of  the  Sewage  from  Biggar  Village 
and  will  include  for  the  existing  village  and  proposed  modern  housing  develop- 
ments there.  ” 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chief  Constable,  Mr.  J.  Aston,  who  is  also  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  for  the  following  information  : — 

“ During  1967,  10  visits  were  made  to  the  common  lodging  house  at  74, 
Crellin  Street,  which  is  the  only  common  lodging  house  registered  in  the  Borough. 

During  these  visits  of  inspection,  it  was  noted  that  lime  washing  had  been 
carried  out  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn. 

The  following  defects  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  keeper  and  these  have 
been  rectified,  with  the  exception  of  the  name  board  : — 

31/1/67  Plaster  off  wall  in  bedroom. 

27/4/67  Name  plate  not  erected. 

23/5/67  Small  piece  of  plaster  missing  in  bedroom. 

4/7/67  Fire  damage  in  Room  10  on  first  floor  and  plaster  missing  from 
walls. 

Broken  window  in  Room  9 on  second  floor. 

25/11/67  Keeper  informed  to  remove  soiled  mattress.” 


Section  3 


Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Infant  Mortality 

15  children  died  during  the  year.  The  figure  is  corrected  by  inward  and 
outward  transfers  to  11  cases,  giving  a rate  of  10.11. 

Of  the  1 1 deaths,  8 occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life,  resulting  in  a 
perinatal  mortality  rate  of  21  .73,  that  is  the  number  of  infant  deaths  under  one 
week  added  to  the  stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths.  The  remaining 
3 deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  four  weeks  and  a year. 

The  causes  of  the  1 1 infant  deaths  were  : — 


Prematurity  

Broncho-pneumonia 

Meningitis  

Respiratory  Distress 


6 

3 


All  the  16  stillbirths  were  delivered  in  hospital. 


Live  Births 

1088  live  births  were  registered  compared  with  1150  last  year. 


TABLE  OF  BIRTH  AND  MORTALITY  RATES 
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WELFARE  CLINICS 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  sessions  were  held  at  the  following  places  and  times  : 


THE  CENTRAL  CLINIC,  ABBEY  ROAD. 


Monday,  Tuesday  and  Friday,  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m. 


THE  MOBILE  CLINIC 


Barrow  Island 
Matlock  Road 

Flass  Lane  

Bedford  Street 
Cambridge  Street 

Ormsgill 

Dane  Avenue 
Earnsie  Bay  

Rampside  

The  Community  Hall, 
Promenade 

The  Labour  Hall, 
Promenade 


Monday,  9-30  a.m. — 11-30  a.m. 

Monday,  2-0  p.m. — 4-0  p.m. 

Tuesday,  2-0  p.m.- — 4-0  p.m. 

Wednesday,  10-0  a.m. — 11-45  a.m. 

Wednesday,  2-0  p.m. — 4-0  p.m. 

Thursday,  10-0  a.m.— 11-45  a.m. 

Thursday,  2-0  p.m. — 4-0  p.m. 

Friday,  2-0  p.m. — 3-30  p.m. 

First  Friday  in  each  month,  10-0  a.m.— 11-30 
a.m. 

Third  Friday  in  each  month,  10-0  a.m. — 11-30 
a.m. 


Wednesday,  2-0  p.m. — 4-0  p.m. 
Friday,  2-0  p.m. — 4-0  p.m. 


The  average  daily  attendances  at  the  Welfare  Centre  were  34.22  per  session 
(39.5  in  1965  and  34.2  in  1964)  and  at  the  Mobile  Clinic,  the  Community  Hall 
and  the  Labour  Hall  they  were  28.9,  49.75  and  18.2  respectively. 

The  numbers  of  attendances  at  Clinics  during  the  past  10  years,  shown  in 
the  following  table,  is  illustrated  by  the  accompanying  graph. 


Year 

Number  of 
Children 

Number  of 

Attending 

Attendances 

1956 

1921 

12,445 

1957 

1925 

1 1 ,784 

1 958 

2075 

14,870 

1959 

1826 

14,757 

1960 

2241 

15,203 

1961 

2270 

16,304 

1962 

2734 

19,810 

1963 

2817 

19,351 

1964 

3229 

21,147 

1965 

3570 

23,632 

1966 

3178 

21,126 

1967 

2812 

20,890 

ATTENDANCES 
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NUMBERS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
AND  NUMBERS  OF  ATTENDANCES 

1956—1967 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Sessions  are  held  on  Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Welfare  Centre  and  are 
conducted  by  Dr.  A.  Hazelden,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Midwives’ 
own  cases  attend  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  when  relaxation  classes  are  also 
held. 

21  relaxation  and  mothercraft  classes  on  Wednesday  afternoons  for  ante- 
natal and  post-natal  patients  were  conducted  by  the  midwives  and  69  women 
made  160  attendances. 

The  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  Clinic  during  1967  were  43  against  126  in 
1966.  The  number  of  women  attending  was  4 in  1967  ; 23  in  1966. 

Additionally,  99  attendances  (554  in  1964)  were  made  by  52  midwives’ 
cases  (163  in  1966)  who  had  booked  their  own  doctors  for  their  confinements. 

PREMATURE  INFANTS 

During  the  year  49  premature  infants  were  born  alive.  8 were  born  at  home, 
7 being  retained  at  home  and  these  survived.  The  infant  transferred  to  hospital 
died  before  the  end  of  the  first  week.  Of  41  born  in  hospital,  3 died  within  24 
hours,  2 died  before  the  end  of  the  first  week  and  the  remaining  36  survived. 


Died  in 

24  hours 

Died  1 day-  - 
1 month 

Survived 

1 month 

Total 

Born,  at  home  and 
retained  at  home 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

t 

7 

Born  at  home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  

Nil 

i 

Nil 

1 

Born  in  hospital  .... 

3 

o 

36 

41 

Total  

3 

3 

43 

49 

DENTAL  TREATMENT 


During  the  year  93  sessions  were  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  under  5.  33  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 

263  children  under  5 were  examined  and  22  mothers  and  1 73  children  completed 
courses  of  treatment  during  the  year. 

The  Council  has  no  workshop  for  producing  dentures  and  the  work  is  carried 
out  by  local  mechanics. 

The  newly  installed  X-Ray  machine  at  the  Dental  Clinic  has  proved  very 
useful  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  refer  any  patients  to  the  X-Ray  Depart- 
ment at  North  Lonsdale  Hospital. 

The  following  tables  show  the  work  done 


No.  of 
fillings 

Teeth 

extracted 

General 

Anaes- 

thetics 

Patients 

X-Rayed 

Patients 
treated  by 
scaling  and 
/or  removal 
of  stains 

Teeth 

other- 

wise 

conserved 

Course  of 
treatment 
completed 

Expectant 
and  Nursing 
Mothers 

26 

70 

12 

4 

15 

22 

Children 
Under  5 

347 

334 

143 

49 

138 

173 

;r> 


DENTURES 

Patients  Supplied 

Patients 

Number  of 

Full  Upper  or 

Supplied 

Dentures 

Full  Lower 

Others 

Supplied 

2 

4 

8 

OPHTHALMIC  TREATMENT 

86  children  made  194  attendances  and  36  prescriptions  for  spectacles  were 
issued. 

Children,  attended  the  clinic  for  the  following  conditions 


Errors  of  refraction  4 

Congenital  abnormalities  2 

Disorders  of  ocular  motility  55 

Post-operative  squints  under  observation 8 

Ocular  diseases  1 

Nothing  abnormal  detected 13 


CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN 

There  were  80  illegitimate  births  giving  a rate  of  73 . 52  per  1 ,000  live  births. 
Ante-natal  care  is  available  for  unmarried  as  well  as  married  women  and 
during  the  year  7 were  cared  for  in  the  St.  Monica  Maternity  Home,  Kendal. 

WELFARE  FOODS  SCHEME 

A Welfare  Food  Shop  managed  by  the  Health  Department  is  situated  in  the 
town  centre. 

Ministry  Welfare  Foods  are  available  on  sale  to  expectant  and  nursing 


mothers  and  their  young 

children  and  to  handicapped  children. 

National  Dried  Milk 

At  2/4 d. 
per  tin 

As  an  alternative  to  liquid  milk  at  the 
special  Welfare  price  for  young  child- 
ren (Token  F.W.i.  required). 

Orange  Juice 

At  l/6d. 
per  bottle 

Obtainable  for  children  up  to  the  age  of 
five  years  and  one  month,  for  expectant 
mothers  and  for  handicapped  children. 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

At  1 /- 
per  bottle 

For  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  years 
and  one  month. 

Vitamin  A and  D 
Tablets 

At  6d.  per 
packet 

For  expectant  mothers  and  for  30 
weeks  after  their  baby  is  born. 

The  shop  also  carried  a large  and  varied  stock  of  proprietary  infant  foods 
which  are  available  to  any  mother  whose  infant,  as  shown  by  the  clinic  card, 
regularly  attends  the  Welfare  Clinic  and  has  been  to  one  within  four  weeks. 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  attending  the  maternity  hospital  and 
Local  Authority  Clinics  can  also  purchase  proprietary  foods  on  production  of  a 
recognised  card  from  the  clinic  concerned. 
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Table  of  Welfare  Foods  Sold  in  the  Shop 


Year 

National 

Dried  Milk 

Orange 

J nice 

Cod  Liver 

Oil 

Vitamin 
T ablets 

1958 

21,352 

38,066 

3,910 

2,984 

1959 

21,684 

40,836 

3,886 

3,101 

1960 

16,107 

37,631 

3,573 

2,805 

1961 

1 1 ,496 

22,110 

2,948 

2,091 

1962 

11,074 

13,108 

1 ,633 

982 

1963 

10,349 

16,267 

1 ,749 

968 

1964 

8,755 

16,594 

1 ,759 

999 

1965 

8,767 

16,681 

1,571 

1,002 

1966 

6,557 

17,385 

1 ,336 

1 ,047 

1967 

5,306 

18,188 

1 ,379 

1 ,059 

The  sales 

of  proprietary  foods  amounted  to 

£ 8,803  in  the  year, 

and  of  Minis 

try  foods,  to  L2,034  Os.  Od. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

58  children  made  80  attendances  at  the  12  clinics  held. 

Miss  M.  Johnson,  Physiotherapist,  has  contributed  the  following  two  items  : 

PHYSIOTHERAPY  CLINIC 

There  is  little  to  report  ; 45  children  were  referred  for  treatment,  a decrease 
on  last  year’s  figures. 

Most  of  these  cases  were  referred  for  knock  knees,  bow  legs  and  intoeing, 
their  average  age  being  three  years.  This  year,  very  few  babies  under  1 year  old 
were  referred  for  treatment.  987  treatments  were  given. 

M.J. 


CEREBRAL  PALSY  CLINIC 

Thirty-seven  children  are  having  Physiotherapy  and  Occupational  therapy 
treatment.  Speech  Therapy  once  a month.  Two  sessions  are  held  each  week. 
Thirty  of  these  children  are  non-school  attenders,  either  because  of  their  age 
groups  (which  range  from  12  months — 10  years)  or  because  they  are  unsuitable 
for  education.  Seven  go  to  normal  schools.  Nineteen  are  children  from  Barrow 
and  the  other  eighteen  are  from  Lancashire,  i.e.  Grange,  Cartmel,  Newby  Bridge, 
Satterthwaite,  Colton,  Ulverston,  Millom,  Askam,  Dalton.  There  were  three 
new  cases  from  Barrow,  five  from  Lancashire  County  Council  and  a total  of  nine 
discharges. 


Treatments 

Physiotherapy  

542 

Occupational  Therapy  

512 

Speech  Therapy  

40 

In  September  a record  player  was  purchased  to  introduce  music  as  a specific 
party  treatment,  and  has  proved  most  successful. 


M.J. 
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FAMILY  PLANNING 

Following  the  receipt  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/66,  a review  was 
made  of  the  existing  Family  Planning  facilities  provided  in  the  Welfare  Centre 
by  the  local  branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association. 

It  was  considered  that,  in  general,  the  arrangements  for  giving  family 
planning  advice  and  treatment  were  satisfactory,  and  the  Authority  extended 
these  arrangements  to  ensure  that  they  would  be  available,  without  charge,  to 
all  women  for  whom  pregnancy  would  be  detrimental  to  health.  The  local  branch 
of  the  Family  Planning  Association  agreed  to  act  for  the  Authority  in  giving  the 
necessary  advice  and  treatment  to  women  in  this  group. 

Clinics  are  held  in  the  Authority’s  Welfare  Centre  on  the  first,  third  and 
fifth  Wednesday  evenings  and  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  mornings. 
The  Branch  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  and  a nurse  are  in  attendance  at  each 
session. 

The  following  information  has  been  extracted  from  the  Branch  Annual 
Return  which  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Honorary  Secretary 


Number  of  sessions  held  70 

Number  of  new  patients  219 

Number  of  transfers  33 

Total  number  of  patients  (first  visits)  660 

Patients  were  recommended  to  the  Clinic  from  the  following  sources  : — 

Family  doctor  45 

Clinic  patient  or  friend 108 

Bocal  Authority  36 

Hospital 7 

Family  Planning  Association  transfers  33 

Other  sources  23 

Age  at  first  visits 

Under  20  25 

20—24  Ill 

25—29  34 

30—34  25 

35  and  over  24 

Number  of  "pregnancies  at  patient’s  first  visit  : — 

None  64 

One  61 

Two  50 

Three  27 

Four  13 

Five  4 

Six  or  more  0 

Total  number  of  Cytological  Smears  taken  286 


Miss  H.  M.  White,  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  has  contributed  the 
following  commentaries  on  the  Nursing  Services. 

MIDWIFERY 

The  number  of  home  confinements  was  every  slightly  increased  during  the 
year,  but  the  number  of  bookings  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  decreased. 

Except  for  a few  patients  in  the  social  problem  group,  it  has  been  possible 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  staff  of  Kisedale  Maternity  Hospital  to  arrange  for 
mothers  who  were  “ at  risk  ” to  be  delivered  in  hospital,  several  of  them  being 
discharged  home  after  24  hours.  This  arrangement  has  been  most  helpful.  On 
the  whole  there  is  still  not  an  established  system  of  early  discharge  ; several 
patients  have  taken  their  own  discharge  and  there  have  been  a few  occasions  when 
the  acute  bed  situation  has  necessitated  the  early  discharge  of  suitable  patients. 

The  Flying  Squad  has  been  called  out  once  during  the  year. 

As  99%  of  mothers  now  book  their  own  General  Practitioner  for  their 
confinement,  there  was  only  one  patient  on  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  list  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  remaining  patients  have  their  examinations  in  their  own  homes 
by  the  midwives  and  at  the  surgery  by  the  General  Practitioner. 

One  midwife  is  attached  to  a group  of  General  Practitioners,  but  the  others 
are  still  working  on  a geographical  location  basis. 

As  almost  all  Primipara  are  now  delivered  in  hospital,  the  Mothercraft 
classes  have  gradually  declined.  Mothercraft  is,  of  course,  still  taught  to  each 
mother  individually  during  her  visits. 

The  night  rota  system  has  been  continued  and  has  adequately  covered  all 
emergencies.  The  usual  inspections  were  carried  out,  and  there  was  no  irregular- 
ities. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

The  staff  have  continued  to  visit  as  before  on  a geographical  basis.  The 
exceptions  to  this  being  the  Geriatric  and  Chest  Unit  Health  Visitors,  the  Health 
Visiting  Officer  and  the  Health  Visitor  attached  to  the  Premature  Baby  Clinic. 
During  the  year  a Health  Visitor  was  also  attached  to  the  Family  Planning  Clinic 
and  in  this  way  it  has  been  possible  to  follow  up  cases  where  family  planning  is 
essential  for  the  well  being  of  the  families  concerned. 

There  is  close  contact  with  the  Senior  Family  Caseworker  in  the  Children’s 
Department.  In  this  way  families  with  special  problems  can  be  helped. 

As  the  vacant  posts  have  not  yet  been  filled  it  has  been  necessary  to  be  very 
selective  in  visiting  and  in  this  respect  the  children  “ at  risk  ” have  been  given 
priority. 

The  Clinic  numbers  have  kept  up  very  well.  The  mobile  Clinic,  whilst  still 
having  technical  difficulties  with  heating,  etc.,  is  serving  a very  useful  purpose  in 
the  outlying  areas  of  the  town.  On  Walney  Island  the  Community  Hall  Clinic 
is  kept  busy  and  the  Clinic  at  the  Labour  Hall  becoming  established.  We  look 
forward  to  the  new  Building  in  the  future. 

The  Clinic  Nurses  have  carried  out  the  routine  duties  in  the  Clinics,  allowing 
the  Health  Visitors  more  opportunity  for  consultation  with  the  mothers. 

The  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  and  the  Health  Visiting  Officer  have  had  many 
problems  amongst  the  elderly,  especially  during  the  bad  weather  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

There  has  been  good  liaison  between  various  sections  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  the  Hospitals 


Three  Health  Visitors  attended  Post-Graduate  courses  during  the  year. 
Student  Nurses  from  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  have  spent  a half-day  with  the 
Health  Visitors  and  have  visited  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  Lectures  have  been 
given  by  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and  the  Health  Visitor  for  the 
Chest  Unit  as  in  previous  years. 

The  Mothers’  Club  has  had  a successful  year  and  there  have  been  a variety 
of  speakers.  All  secretarial  and  treasurer’s  work  has  been  carried  out  by  two 
of  the  Health  Visitors. 

H.M.W. 


Table  of  Visits  by  Health  Visitors 


To  expectant  mothers  

....  First  visits 

108 

Total  visits 

174 

To  children  born  in  1967  

Total  children 

1211 

Total  visits 

4314 

To  children  born  in  1966  

....  Total  visits 

2770 

To  children  born  in  1962 — 1965 

Total  visits 

5123 

To  elderly  persons  

Total  visits 

2109 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Once  again  the  number  of  staff  has  been  up  to  complement,  but  there  have 
been  several  fairly  long  periods  of  sick  leave  to  cover. 

Mrs.  Newsham  was  successful  in  her  Oueen’s  examination.  Miss  Hitchcock 
also  took  her  training  during  the  year,  but  left  to  get  married  before  taking  her 
examination. 

There  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  patients  and  visits  during  the  year 
but  there  was  a higher  proportion  of  patients  over  65  years  of  age. 

Disposable  equipment  is  coming  into  use  in  increasing  quantities  and 
problems  of  disposal  have  arisen  from  time  to  time.  As  more  central  heating 
is  installed  this  difficulty  will  increase.  A survey  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  it  was  felt  that  a Laundry  service  could  help  to  solve  the  problem  and  lessen 
the  number  of  incontinence  pads  used. 

Students  from  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  have  paid  their  usual  observation 
visits  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  Pupil  Nurses  from  Roose  Hospital  spent 
two  to  three  weeks  with  the  District  Nursing  Sisters.  Discussions  are  taking 
place  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  Pupils  will  be  seconded  to  the 
District  for  a ten*  week  period  of  training. 

The  Night  Nursing  Service  has  been  used  for  ten  patients  during  the  year  and 
has  certainly  met  a need. 

Patients  were  referred  by  : 


Hospital 

389 

Health  Visitors  : 

Home  Help  Department,  etc.  71 

Doctors  

670 

Others  

46 

30 


The  following  table  shows  the  types  of  patients  attended  : 


No.  of 

No.  of 

1 

>atients 

Visits 

Medical  

1,257 

35,998 

Surgical  

184 

2,759 

Tuberculosis  

27 

2,025 

Maternal  complications  

13 

94 

Gynaecological  

1 1 

210 

Others  

28 

125 

Patients  in  the  above  who  were  aged  65  or 
over  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit 

during  the  year 

839 

29,287 

Children  in  the  above  who  were  under  5 at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit  during  the 

year 

95 

805 

analysis  of  the  type  of  attention  provided  is 

given  below 

Bed  baths  

164 

4,489 

General  nursing  

371 

14,549 

Inj  ections  

490 

16,056 

Dressings  

238 

4,910 

Enemata  

209 

662 

Miscellaneous  

48 

968 

VACCINATIONS  AND  IMMUNISATIONS 


Smallpox 


The  following  smallpox  vaccinations  were  carried  out  ; those  for  the  previous 
year  are  shown  for  comparison. 


1967 

1966 

Primary 

Re- 

Primary 

Re- 

Vaccinations 

Vaccinations 

Vaccinations 

Vaccinations 

Under  1 year 

11 

— 

8 

— 

1 year  

611 

— 

516 

— 

2 — 4 years  

29 

o 

63 

5 

5 — 15  years  

15 

23 

16 

27 

16  years  and  over  .... 

80 

237 

141 

471 

Totals  

746 

262 

744 

503 

During  1967,  572  persons  were  vaccinated  and  79  were  re-vaccinated  under 
clinic  arrangements,  and  174  vaccinations  and  183  re-vaccinations  were  carried 
out  by  general  practitioners. 
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Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 
The  Department’s  immunisation  schedule  is  as  follows  : 


Commencing  at  5 months  

At  18  months  

At  school  entry  (5  years)  

During  final  year  at  Junior  School 
( 1 1 years)  

At  12  years  


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 
Tetanus,  Whooping  Cough  and  Polio- 
myelitis. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox. 

Reinforcing  dose  of  Diphtheria, 
Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  vaccines. 

Reinforcing  dose  of  Diphtheria  and 
Tetanus  vaccine. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  Tuber- 
culosis. 


The  staff  of  the  Casualty  Department  at  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  co- 
operated in  carrying  out  immunisations  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus,  as  necessary,  to  children  who  attend  there  as  casualties  and  come  into  the 
hospital  tetanus  immunisation  scheme.  Details  of  completed  courses  of  injec- 
tions are  notified  to  the  Health  Department. 


The  following  table  shows  the  immunisations  carried  out  : 


Clinics 

At  North 
Lonsdale 
Hospital 

By  General 
Practitioners 

Total 

Immunised  against 

Diphtheria 

900 

17 

147 

1064 

Reinforcing  doses 

1334 

8 

106 

1448 

Immunised  against 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

732 

9 

139 

873 

Reinforcing  doses 

— 

— 

50 

50 

Immunised  against 

Te t anus  

1143 

159 

144 

1446 

Reinforcing  doses 

mi 

3 

100 

1214 

Immunised  against 

Poliomyelitis 

936 

— 

111 

1047 

Reinforcing  doses 

963 

— 

79 

1042 

Summary 

The  following  persons  were  protected  against  the  disease  indicated 


Born  in 
1967 

Total 

All  ages 

Total 
Boosters 
(All  ages) 

Diphtheria  

259 

1064 

1448  * 

Whooping  Cough  

259 

873 

50 

Tetanus  

259 

1446 

1214 

Poliomyelitis 

256 

1047 

1042 

47%  of  the  population  under  5 and  55.49%  of  those  from  5 to  14  years  are 
estimated  to  have  maximum  immunity  against  diphtheria. 


The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  immunity  state  in  regard  to 
diphtheria  : 


Under 

1—4 

5—14 

Total 

1 year 

years 

years 

Under  15 

1967 

....  23.88 

53 . 00 

55 . 49 

52.21 

1966 

....  23.78 

55 . 40 

50.91 

Oi 

to 

•n 

1965 

....  30.18 

64 . 22 

51 .23 

53 . 60 

1964 

36.55 

68 . 93 

38.33 

47.43 

1963 

....  31.57 

68 . 75 

32.51 

42.87 

1962 

....  42.32 

68 . 55 

33 . 25 

43 . 46 

1961 

....  24.54 

66.31 

19.34 

31 .91 

1960 

....  20.00 

60 . 58 

16.94 

28 . 23 

1959 

....  19.50 

57 . 70 

17.21 

27.48 

1958 

....  20.10 

54.61 

17.26 

26 . 73 

1957 

6.81 

51 .86 

17.43 

25 . 57 

1956 

....  10.67 

52 . 34 

17.91 

26.01 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  only  about  50%  of  the  children  born  in  a 
particular  year  can  be  completely  immunised  by  the  end  of  that  same  year,  as 
immunisation  (with  triple  antigen)  is  generally  completed  soon  after  the  age  of 
six  months.  Thus,  although  the  above  table  shows  the  immunity  state  of 
children  under  one  year  as  23.88%,  the  percentage  actually  immunised  will  be 
in  the  region  of  60 — 70  per  cent. 


The  following  table  shows  percentages  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  explains  the  methods  used  in  calculating  the  rates.  A clearer  picture  of  the 
immunisation  state  is  given  by  this  method  of  presentation. 


Children  born  in  1965 

Smallpox 
(Children  under  2) 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diph- 

theria 

Polio- 

myelitis 

England  & Wales 

72% 

73% 

68% 

38  °/ 

°°  'O 

Barro  w-in-Fu  rn  ess 

68% 

68% 

67% 

C 

X 

Children 

were  vac 

born  in  1965  who 
cinated  at  any  time. 

Children  vaccinated 
during  1966  who 
wrere  under  two  years 
old  at  the  time,  as  a 
percentage  of  chil- 
dren born  during 
1965. 
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It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  Anti-Tetanus  Immunisation  Clinic  at  North 
Lonsdale  Hospital  was  started  and  in  that  time  14,864  patients  have  completed 
the  course  of  injections,  of  whom  4,033  are  children.  In  the  early  years  of  this 
Clinic  there  were  approximately  6,000  attenders  annually.  Now,  thanks  to  the 
introduction  of  special  immunisation  sessions  at  Local  Authority  Clinics  in  1962- 
63,  the  introduction  of  Tetanus  Toxoid  Adsorbed  (reducing  necessary  attendances 
from  3 to  2)  and,  of  course,  due  to  the  large  numbers  of  persons  now  fully  pro- 
tected against  this  disease,  the  annual  attendances  are  2,000.  This,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  patients  sustaining  injury  and  attending  the  Accident 
Department  at  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  has  risen  from  9,000  to  12,000  in  the  last 
ten  years. 

During  this  same  period,  6,904  children  have  been  immunised  against 
Tetanus  in  Local  Authority  Clinics,  giving  a total  of  21,768  immunised  out  of  a 
population  of  65,000. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


Details  of  Calls,  Mileages,  etc.,  are  as  follows  : — 


Year 

Calls 

| 

Mileage  j 

; 1944 

1 ,926 

Not  known 

1945 

2,035 

y y 

1946 

2,210 

> ) 

1947 

2,289 

y y 

1948 

— 

y y 

1949 

5,049 

50,014 

1950 

8,097 

74,495 

1951 

10,891 

73,250 

1952 

10,900 

65,404 

1953 

9,278 

71,526 

1954 

1 1 ,206 

78,352 

1955 

13,552 

80,689 

1956 

14,193 

82,059 

1957 

14,115 

81,675 

1958 

16,694 

96,393 

1959 

16,506 

101,011 

I960 

17,506 

101,415 

1961 

19,409 

121,826 

1962 

20,446 

130,892 

1963 

24,650 

133,801 

1964 

30,625 

129,075 

1965 

34,129 

129,605 

| 1966 

37,327 

137,747 

1967 

40,023 

144,434 

i 
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TYPE  OF  CALL 
Ambulances 

Removals  (out  of  town)  184 

Removals  (local)  13,726 

Accidents  742 

Midwives  51 

Maternity  307 

Services  not  required  515 

Mental  Health  24 

Malicious  3 

Transport  of  equipment  3 

False  Alarms 1 

Transport  of  children  1,736 

17,292 

Sitting  Case  Cars 

Removals  (out  of  town)  266 

Removals  (local)  112 

Mental  Health  74 

Midwives  

Accidents  5 

Services  not  required  6 

Transport  of  children  12 

475 


Personnel  Carriers 

Removals  (out  of  town)  183 

Removals  (local)  11,230 

Transport  of  children  9,345 

Transport  of  adults  851 

Mental  Health  30 

Services  not  required  526 

Accidents  89 

Maternity  2 

22,256 

Total  Calls  : 40,023  Total  Mileage  : 144,434 


4 calls  were  passed  to  other  authorities. 


240  calls  involved  transport  from  home  address  to  the  Central  Railway 
Station  and  then  by  rail  to  out-of-town  hospitals. 

Number  of  Patients 

Sitting  Cases  31,379 

Stretcher  Cases  8,087 

Details  of  the  Fleet  are  as  follows  : — 


Make 

Type 

Registration 

Number 

Horse 

Power/ 

Capacity 

Number  of 
Stretchers/ 
.Seats 

Year 

Mileage 

Morris 

Ambulance 

BEO  262  C 

3993 

2 

1965 

44,179 

Austin 

y ) 

DEO  328  D 

3993 

2 

1966 

27,643 

Austin 

y y 

DEO  624  E 

3993 

2 

1967 

20,251 

Austin 

y > 

EEO  938  F 

3993 

2 

1967 

844 

Austin 

Princess 

y ) 

EEO  939  F 

3993 

2 

1967 

— 

Ford 

Mini-Bus 

DEO  49  D 

1 633 

12  seats 

1966 

28,665 

Ford 

y y 

DEO  50  D 

1633 

12  seats 

1966 

21,523 

Ford 

y y 

DEO  802  E 

1633 

12  seats 

1967 

13,579 

Austin 

Sitting  Case 
Car 

KEO  379 

16 

6 seats 

1963 

112,491 

Health  of  Staff  : 

15  members  of  the  Staff  were  absent  from  duty  due  to  sickness  for  a total  of 
156  days. 


Staff : 

The  ambulance  personnel  operational  complement  has  remained  at  23. 

A separate  control  room  from  the  Fire  Service  was  set  up  in  March,  manned 
by  4 disabled  civilian  staff. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Health  Visitor  for  tuberculosis  has  paid  1243  visits  to  tuberculous 
households  during  the  year  and  attended  155  sessions  at  clinics  for  outpatients 
and  B.C.G.  vaccinations  and  at  schools.  189  new  contacts  were  interviewed  and 
x-rayed. 

The  arrangements  for  school  children  contacts  to  be  tested  and  if  necessary, 
vaccinated  in  schools  instead  of  requiring  them  to  attend  at  the  Chest  Clinic  has 
been  continued. 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS 


1 

5ulmon. 

ARY 

Non-Pulmonary 

Aged 

Under  1 

10  25  4o  65 

Under  1 10 

25  45  65 

Grand 

to 

to  to  to  & To 

»-  to  to 

to  to  £ 

^ ' 

To- 

Total 

1 9 

24  44  64  over  tal  1 9 24 

44  64  over 

tal 

1957 

— 12 

14  21  11  6 6-1 

L __ 

1 — 

1 

2 

66 

1958 

1 6 

4 14  15  4 4-1 

1 

— — 

1 

45 

1959 

— 3 

8 1 0 9 2 32  — 1 2 

— — 

3 

35 

1960 

A 

f 

3 1 

1 3 5 18  — — 1 

— 1 - 

2 

20 

1961 

— — 

4 2 10  2 18  — — 1 

3 1 

1 

6 

24 

1962 

— 1 

1 9 12  6 26  — — 1 

— — 

1 

30 

1963 

2 

2 i 

3 8 6 29 

2 

2 

4 

30 

1964 

2 

7 17  3 26 

— 1 - 

1 

30 

1965 

— — 

2 6 8 3 19  — — 1 

1 — 

3 

5 

24 

1966 

— 1 

3 

v / t. 

3 5 1 13 

— — 

— 

13 

1967 

— — 

( 

K. 

3 9 1 13  — 1 — 

1 

2 

15 

NUMBERS  OF 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

AND  RATES 

PI 

' R 1,000 

POPULATION 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Rate 

Rate 

No.  of 

per  1000 

No.  of 

per  1000 

Total 

Y ear 

Deaths 

population 

Deaths 

population 

Rate 

1957 

13 

0 . 200 

1 

0.015 

0.216 

1958 

3 

0.046 

1 

0.015 

0 . 062 

1959 

5 

0.077 

— 

— 

0.077 

1960 

2 

0.030 

— 

— 

0.030 

1961 

6 

0.092 

— 

— 

0 . 092 

1962 

5 

0.077 

1 

0.015 

0.092 

1963 

6 

0.092 

— 

— 

0 . 092 

1964 

1 

0.015 

— 

— 

0.015 

1965 

7 

0.108 

1 

0.015 

0 . 1 24 

1966 

3 

0.046 

— 

— 

0 . 046 

1967 

2 

0.031 

1 

0.015 

0.046 

England  and  Wales 

1967 

1797 

0 . 037 

244 

0 . 005 

0.046 

MASS  X-RAY  SURVEY 

A visit  was  made  by  No.  5 Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  from  15th  Sep: 
tember  to  7th  October,  1967,  and  the  tables  which  follow  show  the  distribution 
of  persons  examined  and  of  abnormalities  detected. 


TABLE  1.  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EXAMINED 
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TABLE  II.  DIAGNOSIS 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year 


through  the  Authority’s  arrangements. 

A.  Contact  Scheme 

(i)  No.  Skin  tested 

181 

(ii)  No.  found  Positive  

39 

(iii)  No.  found  Negative  

142 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated  

*343 

* — Includes  201  babies  under  6 weeks  of 

age  who  were  not  skin  tested. 

B.  School  Children  Scheme 

(i)  No.  skin  tested  

814 

(ii)  No.  found  Positive  

83 

(iii)  No.  found  Negative  

675 

(iv)  No.  vaccinated  

675 

Additionally,  733  newborn  babies  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  Rise- 
dale  Maternity  Hospital  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee.  The  Health  Visitors  read  the  results  of  the  vaccination  when  they 
visit  the  babies  at  home. 

LOAN  EQUIPMENT 

A variety  of  items  of  equipment  for  issue  on  loan  to  chronic  sick  and  other 
patients  being  treated  at  home  is  held  at  the  District  Nurses’  home.  The  stock 
includes  wheelchairs,  commodes,  air-beds,  air  rings,  bed  cradles,  back  rests,  bed 
pans,  urinals,  rubber  sheeting  and  crutches.  During  the  year  articles  were  loaned 
out  on  508  occasions,  and  196  articles  were  still  out  on  loan  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Health  Education  Programme  has  been  continued.  The  results  of  the 
examinations  for  the  Child  Care  Course  were  very  satisfactory  and  another  school 
has  now  included  the  Course  in  its  curriculum. 

Talks  are  also  being  given  and  films  shown  in  other  schools. 

Mr.  Lomas  has  attended  Parent  Teacher  meetings  to  discuss  the  films  that 
he  later  showed  to  the  boys.  This  has  been  quite  successful  in  the  schools  which 
have  taken  part. 

In  October,  seven  members  of  staff  took  part  in  an  In-Service  Training 
Course,  arranged  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  on  the  subject 
of  class  control,  teaching  technique  and  questioning.  This  was  held  at  the 
Nursing  Services  Administrative  Centre  and  several  members  of  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  staff  were  invited  to  attend.  This  training  will  help  the  staff 
who  are  undertaking  Health  Education  in  schools. 

Other  talks  have  been  given  to  Parent  Teacher  Associations,  Women’s  Guild, 


etc. 
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HOME  SAFETY  COMMITTEE 

The  Home  Safety  Committee  has  continued  to  meet  every  two  months  and 
attendances  have  been  made  by  representatives  of  the  Borough  Engineer’s, 
Police,  Education,  Fire,  Housing  and  Health  Departments,  Chamber  of  Trade, 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  Voluntary  Welfare  Circle,  Red  Cross  Society, 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  North  Western  Electricity  Board,  North  Western 
Gas  Board,  the  local  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  local  news- 
paper. The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  are  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

The  Committee  has  two  delegates  on  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Area 
Home  Safety  Council  and  the  Committee  was  represented  at  all  the  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  Council.  The  Committee  was  also  represented  at  the  National 
Home  Safety  Conference,  by  the  Chairman  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

On  four  days  in  October,  the  Committee  co-operated  with  the  local  Branch 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  holding  an  exhibition  “ Medicines  with  Care.” 
The  portable  exhibition  was  loaned  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  who  also  supplied  numerous  posters  and  leaflets,  together  with  a film 
and  slides.  A publicity  campaign  was  held  simultaneously  and  the  Exhibition 
was  considered  to  have  been  most  successful,  with  between  1200  and  1400 
people  visiting. 

Publicity  campaigns  were  also  run  on  the  themes  of  “ Falls,”  with  particular 
emphasis  on  the  elderly  and  “ Poisoning.”  A talk  was  given  to  the  Committee 
by  Mr.  S.  K.  Wilde,  of  the  North  Western  Electricity  Board  on  “ Electrical 
Hazards,”  followed  by  a discussion.  Several  members  of  the  Committee  gave 
talks  to  various  groups  and  clubs  in  the  town. 

Relations  with  the  local  press  continued  to  be  satisfactory  ; they  were 
represented  at  all  meetings  and  good  publicity  was  given  to  Home  Safety  matters. 

CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  CLINIC 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  with  the  cytology  clinic  during  the  year 
1967  and  since  September,  sessions  have  been  held  twice  weekly.  Increased 
publicity  has  now  been  given  to  the  work  of  the  clinic  and  the  response  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  so  that  there  is  now  a short  waiting  list  for  appointments. 

There  have  been  476  attendances  and  of  this  number  409  were  examined  for 
the  first  time  and  67  for  a repeat  of  the  test. 

Only  one  positive  result  was  reported  during  the  year,  necessitating  surgical 
treatment,  but  several  patients  have  been  referred  to  their  own  practitioner  for 
treatment  for  other  conditions  discovered  during  examination,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  clinic  offers  a very  important  service  to  the  community. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

Miss  Lynn  resigned  from  the  position  of  Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser 
on  the  16th  June,  1967. 

Mrs.  Adams  was  appointed  as  Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser  on  the  30th 
June,  1967. 

There  were  850  cases  provided  with  a Home  Help  during  the  year,  categorised 
as  follows  : — 


Aged  65  years  or  over 

....  747 

Chronic  sick  or  tuberculous 

50 

Mentally  disordered  

5 

Maternity  

....  11 

Others  

....  37 
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Fifty-three  persons  received  help  7 days  a week,  2 received  help  6 days  a 
week,  34  received  help  5 days  a week  and  several  patients  required  twice  daily 
visits  during  the  course  of  the  year. 


The  number  of  visits  made  to  patients  by  both  the  Home  Help  Organiser  and 
the  Assistant  Organiser  was  2,316  and  a further  1 ,293  persons  were  interviewed  at 
the  office. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  106  Home  Helps  employed  on  the  Service, 
9 of  them  working  30  hours  or  over  per  week  and  the  remainder  working  an 
average  of  25  hours  per  week. 


hhe  following  statistics  relate  to  the  work  of  the  Service  during  1967 


Estimated  cost  of  the  Service  1967/68  £40,358 

Estimated  Amount  recovered  1967/68  ....  £6,100 

Number  of  cases  provided  with  help 

during  1967  850 

Number  of  part-time  Home  Helps  em- 
ployed at  year  end  106 

Number  of  Home  Helps  in  terms  of  full- 
time equivalent  69 

Weekly  average  hours  worked  by  each 

Help  25.9 


CHIROPODY 

Mr.  R.  G.  Moorman,  Chiropodist,  reports  on  the  Chiropody  Clinic  as  follows  : 

“ During  the  past  year,  the  chiropody  sessions  have  continued  to  prove 
their  usefulness  to  the  residents  of  Barrow.  Patients  again,  and  again  state 
quite  voluntarily  that  they  are  less  foot  conscious  and  are  more  than  pleased  to  be 
pain  free.  At  any  rate,  I would  say,  as  stated  in  previous  reviews,  the  old  folk 
are  being  kept  mobile  and  in  comparative  comfort  which,  without  any  doubt  at 
all,  is  contributing  in  a measure  to  their  general  health  and  outlook  on  life.  Part 
way  through  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  hold  an  additional  session  to 
accommodate  the  waiting  list  which  in  itself  is  evidence  of  the  popularity  of  the 
service. 

Registered  handicapped  persons  of  younger  age  groups  really  value  the 
chiropody  service  and  benefit  a great  deal  from  the  help  I am  able  to  give  them. 

During  the  year  domiciliary  visits  have  increased  as  people  confined  to  their 
homes  have  learned  of  the  benefit  other  house-bound  friends  or  relatives  have 
received  from  the  chiropodist’s  visits.” 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year 
Number  of  clinic  sessions  : 157 


Number  of  new  patients 

Aged 

116 

Handi- 

capped 

4 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Total  number  of  treatments  at  Clinic  .... 

1169 

45 

- — - 

Domiciliary  

■ — - 

100 

— 

Number  of  patients  already  on  Register 

431 

26 

— 

A 
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Section  4 

Mental  Health  Services 

The  year  under  review  has  proved  to  be  a progressive  one  with  the  Mental 
Health  Services  functioning  satisfactorily.  The  additional  Mental  Welfare 
Officer,  appointed  at  the  end  of  1965,  is  now  becoming  more  experienced  and 
playing  his  full  role  in  the  operation  of  the  Service  as  a whole. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  continue  to  be  based  at  “ Arndene,”  Abbey 
Road,  and  carry  out  Community  Care  Visiting  of  the  mentally  disordered  patient, 
assisting  in  preventing  admission  to  hospital,  supporting  them  while  undergoing 
out-patient  treatment  and  in  general  helping  the  patient  and  their  families 
during  the  time  of  their  illness. 

The  rota  system  for  the  coverage  of  emergency  cases  for  the  past  year  has 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cases  requiring  in-patient  treatment,  in  the  main,  are  still  admitted  to  the 
Ridge  Lea  Hospital,  Lancaster  Moor  Hospital,  Lancaster.  The  burden  thrown 
upon  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  in  arranging  conveyance  and  in  many  cases 
assistance,  still  proves  to  be  heavy  and  often  time  consuming,  owing  to  the 
distance  involved.  Liaison  between  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  at  the  hospital 
and  the  officers  of  this  authority  still  continues  to  be  of  a high  standard. 

During  the  year  a third  Consultant  has  been  appointed  to  the  Psychiatric 
Medical  Staff  attending  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  and  a Psychiatric  Out- 
Patient  Clinic  is  now  held  on  six  days  per  week.  This  proves  to  be  an  advantage 
to  the  psychiatrically  ill  patient  residing  in  Barrow  as  a Psychiatrist  can  now  be 
contacted  within  the  area  on  every  day  of  the  week,  both  by  General  Practitioners 
and  Mental  Welfare  Officers. 

A new  out-patient  treatment  unit  has  been  erected  at  the  Roose  Hospital  in 
recent  months.  This  unit  is  attractive  in  design  and  appearance  and  will  no 
doubt  afford  better  amenities  to  the  patient  whilst  undergoing  out-patient 
treatment. 

Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Clinics  for  the  mentally  subnormal  have  also  been 
held  throughout  the  year  at  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital. 

Weekly  meetings  are  still  held  at  the  Ridge  Lea  Hospital,  Lancaster, 
attended  by  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the  hospital  and  the  Mental  Welfare 
officers  of  the  respective  areas.  These  Case  Conferences  are  invaluable  as  they 
play  a large  part  in  the  treatment  and  subsequent  community  care  of  both 
in-patients  and  out-patients  attended  by  the  Psychiatrists. 

Short  Term  Care  for  the  mentally  subnormal  patient  still  continues  to 
operate  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hospital,  Lancaster.  These  short  term  admissions 
to  hospital  frequently  help  a family  at  risk  when  the  subnormal  patient  requires 
stabilizing  or  alternatively  to  allow  parents  to  go  on  holiday  knowing  full  well 
their  subnormal  child  is  being  cared  for. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  used  for  all  patients  requiring  conveyance  to  and 
from  hospital.  Frequently  this  puts  a heavy  burden  on.  the  Ambulance  Service 
owing  to  the  distance  and  time  involved. 

The  week  4th  to  10th  June,  1967  was  designated  as  “ Mental  Health  Week  ” 
throughout  the  country.  The  theme  was  “ Careers  in  Mental  Health.”  The 
efforts  by  this  Authority  constituted  a display  in  the  windows  of  the  Welfare 
Food  Shop,  notices  in  the  press  and  open  days  and  evenings  at  the  George  Hast- 
well  Training  Centre, 
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As  the  theme  was  “ Careers,”  circulars  were  sent  out  to  the  Grammar 
Schools  and  Secondary  Modern  Schools  inviting  senior  pupils  to  attend  the 
George  Idastwell  Training  Centre  for  visits  of  interest,  a short  talk  on  careers  open 
to  them  and  a film  outlining  the  daily  running  and  administration  of  a Training 
Centre  for  the  subnormal  child.  Large  attendances  were  noticeable  and  liter- 
ature in  the  nature  of  pamphlets  was  handed  to  all  visitors.  The  week  as  a 
whole  could  be  regarded  as  a success. 

In  addition,  in  September,  a display  regarding  the  hundred  years,  1867 
1967,  commemorating  the  Centenary  of  the  County  Borough  was  exhibited  in  the 
Nalgo  Exhibition.  Restraining  equipment  obtained  from  the  Lancaster  Moor 
Hospital  which  was  in  use  approximately  one  hundred  years  ago  was  a point  of 
interest  to  most  visitors  to  the  Exhibition.  I wish  to  thank  the  managers  of  the 
Lancaster  Moor  Hospital  for  their  co-operation  in  loaning  this  equipment. 

During  the  year  the  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer  attended  a two  day 
Annual  Conference  of  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health  held  at  London 
and  a Mental  Welfare  Officer  attended  a Weekend  Conference  at  Brighton.  These 
Conferences  are  the  only  contact  the  local  authority  officers  have  with  the 
changing  patterns  and  ideas  of  what  is  taking  place  on  a national  basis  and  prove 
most  helpful  to  them  in  their  work. 

SUBNORMAL  AND  SEVERELY  SUBNORMAL  PATIENTS  DEALT  WITH  FROM 


1/1/67  to  31/12/67 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  Cases  under  Supervision  visited 

53 

55 

108 

Home  Reports  

7 

1 

8 

Special  Reports  

1 

3 

4 

Case  Notes  

2 

1 

3 

Subnormal  Patients  reported  during  1967  

7 

5 

12 

Severely  Subnormal  Patients  reported  during  1967 

9 

1 

3 

Special  medical  examination  arranged  by  M.W.O. 

— 

1 

1 

Children  under  supervision  leaving  Barrow  during 
1967  



1 

1 

Admissions  to  Royal  Albert  Hospital — Informal 

1 

1 

2 

Admissions  to  Royal  Albert  Hospital  for  Short 
Term  Care  

8 

2 

10 

Section  60 — Admissions  to  Brockhall  Llospital  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Patients  in  Royal  Albert  Hospital  for  Short  Term 
Care — Discharged  

— 

3 

3 

Informal  Patients  in  Royal  Albert  Hospital — 
Discharged  



3 

3 

Patients  Transferred  from  Short  Term  Care  to 
Informal  in  Royal  Albert  Hospital 

1 

— 

1 

Patients  in  Royal  Albert  Hospital — Deceased 

1 

— 

1 

Section  47  National  Assistance  Act,  1948- 
Removal  to  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  .... 

— 

1 

V 

1 

Subnormal  and  Severely  Sub-normal  Patients 
awaiting  vacancies  to  hospital  on  31  / 12/67 

6 

4 

10 

Visits  to  Subnormal  and  Severely  Subnormal 
patients  during  1967 

— 

— 

733 
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Journeys  by  Car  During  1967 

Royal  Albert  Hospital  13 

Brockhall  Hospital  1 

No.  of  Journeys  by  M.W.O.’s  Transporting  goods  to 

and  from  the  Adult  Training  Centre  39 

No.  of  Out-Patient  Clinics  held  at  the  North 

Lonsdale  Hospital — Dr.  Cunningham  3 


MENTAL  PATIENTS  DEALT  WITH  FROM 


1/1/67  to  31/12/67 

Male 

female 

Total 

Admissions  under  Section  29 — signed  by  M.W.O. 

3 

6 

9 

Admissions  under  Section  29 — signed  by  relative 
(assisted  by  M.W.O.)  



2 

9 

Admissions  under  Section  25 — signed  by  M.W.O. 

— 

1 

1 

Admissions  under  Section  25 — signed  by  relative 
(assisted  by  M.W.O.)  

2 

5 

7 

Section  25  Admissions  (By  L.C.C.)  

o 

— 

2 

Admissions  under  Section  26 — signed  by  M.W.O. 

— 

— 

— 

Admissions  under  Section  26 — signed  by  relative 
(assisted  by  M.W.O.)  

— 



— 

Section  60 — Court  Order  

— 

1 

1 

Informal  Admissions  arranged  by  M.W.O 

32 

38 

70 

Cases  Referred — Other  action  than  admission 

29 

33 

62 

Cases  Referred — Community  Care  

17 

13 

30 

Social  History  Reports  

6 

6 

12 

Special  Reports  

4 

2 

6 

Discharges  from  Lancaster  Moor  Hospital  arranged 
by  M.W.O 

2 

9 

11 

Leave  periods  for  patients  in  Lancaster  Moor 
Hospital  arranged  by  M.W.O.  

1 

1 

2 

Return  of  Escapees  by  M.W.O 

2 

4 

6 

Attendance  at  Garnett  Clinic  arranged  by  M.W.O. 

1 

— 

1 

Admissions  to  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  arranged 
by  M.W.O 

1 

1 

2 

Incidental  Visits  made  during  1967  

. 531 

Community  Care  Visits  made  during  1967  

. 827 

Journeys  to  Lancaster  by  Car  

. 80 

Journeys  to  Lancaster  by  Ambulance  

. 8 

Visits  to  the  Office  during  1967  

. 89 

GEORGE  KASTWELL  JUNIOR.  TRAINING  CENTRE 


During  the  year  three  children  have  been  admitted  to  the  Centre  ; one 
child  was  transferred  ; another,  on  attaining  sixteen  years  became  “ Adult.” 
The  children  in  the  Special  Care  Unit  continue  to  have  regular  treatment  at 
High  Carley  Hospital  by  the  Physiotherapist. 

Visits  by  Student  Nurses  at  the  local  hospitals  and  Senior  Pupils  of  Second- 
ary schools  are  monthly.  In  January,  nine  members  of  the  Youth  Employment 
Committee  spent  a morning  with  us.  At  Christmas  the  children  sang  carols 
for  the  residents  at  Rock  Lea  ; were  present  at  the  prize  giving  at  Richard 
Brunskill  School  ; saw  a “ Special  Programme  ” at  Her  Majesty’s  Theatre. 

The  Annual  Sports  Day  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children  at  Blackpool  in 
July  is  a real  delight  ; ten  children  and  two  staff  took  part.  The  Miniature 
Railway  at  Eskdale  was  the  venue  for  an  outing  enjoyed  by  four  boys. 

The  Spastics  Society  welcomed  the  Staff  at  the  Residential  School — Irton 
Hall,  Cumberland,  for  a day  at  half  term. 

The  Harris  College,  Preston,  where  Courses  are  organised  for  workers  in  this 
field,  allowed  two  students  to  spend  their  teaching  practice  with  us.  Tutors 
visited  to  our  mutual  benefit. 

Mental  Health  Week  ” in  June  gave  the  general  public  an  opportunity  to 
visit  on  three  ” Open  Days.”  Films  were  shown  during  the  day.  Mr.  Hughes, 
Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  spoke  about  “ Careers  in  Mental  Health.”  A 
Wendy  House,  specially  made  by  Vickers  Armstrongs  Training  School  is  a 
wonderful  asset  ; gifts  of  toys  and  books  have  been  gratefully  accepted. 

The  Parents  Association  now  have  a permanent  Holiday  Home  in  North 
Wales  ; sixteen  children  and  two  staff  enjoyed  a week  there  in  August.  This 
will  be  an  annual  event. 

Without  the  loyal  support  of  colleagues,  the  services  of  ambulance  personnel, 
the  training  would  suffer.  A sincere  “ Thank  You  ” to  all  concerned. 

D.  Woodhead. 


GEORGE  HASTWELL  ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE 

The  Supervisor,  Mrs.  J.  Dogar,  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  Adult  Training  Group,  after  fifteen  months  of  progress,  is  proving  to  be 
a worth  while  enterprise.  The  number  of  trainees  on  the  roll  has  been  between 
ten  and  twelve  over  the  past  year. 

Regular  work  has  been  received  and  the  trainees  earn  enough  as  a team  to 
take  a small  wage  home  once  a fortnight.  This  gives  them  a great  feeling  of 
independence.  — 

Car  cleaning  was  introduced  for  the  two  male  trainees  and  they  have  been 
extremely  happy  doing  this  type  of  work  but  owing  to  bad  weather,  this  as  yet, 
has  not  proved  to  be  too  successful.  We  hope  to  continue  this  work  in  the  milder 
weather  in  the  Spring  of  1968. 

When  no  industrial  work  is  available,  the  trainees  resume  their  handicrafts 
and  on  occasions,  weather  permitting,  a nature  walk  is  much  favoured  among  the 
younger  trainees. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  early  1968  a new  contract  may  be  obtained  from  another 
local  factory,  which  should  give  further  incentive  to  the  trainees. 
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Two  of  the  female  trainees  attending  the  Centre  are  being  considered  for 
employment  at  the  Remploy  Factory  as  sewing  machinists.  In  the  event  of 
these  two  trainees  being  accepted  in  early  1968  as  suitable  for  employment,  it 
reflects  favourably  upon  the  training  given  them  at  the  Centre,  as  previously 
neither  of  these  trainees  could  operate  this  type  of  machine.  One  of  the  trainees 
has  never  been  employed  since  leaving  school  nine  years  ago.  I feel  this  in  itself 
is  a great  achievement  both  for  them  and  the  Centre. 

The  Adult  Centre  played  its  part  in  “ Mental  Health  Week,”  4th  to  10th 
June,  1967  and  was  open  for  visits  of  interest  by  the  general  public. 

With  the  conclusion  of  my  Report  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  trainees  have 
adopted  a happy  yet  industrial  frame  of  mind  and  are  at  their  best  when  work  is 
constant. 


GEORGE  HASTWELL  TRAINING  CENTRE 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  28  children  were  in  attendance  at  the  Junior  Training 
Centre,  including  6 in  the  Special  Care  Unit.  Additionally,  11  persons  attended 
the  Adult  Centre. 

The  following  tables  show7  the  distribution  by  age,  sex  and  I.Q. 

DISTRIBUTION  BY  AGE 

SPECIAL  CARE  UNIT 

M.  F.  Total 


6 .... 

— 

1 

1 

7 .... 

— 

1 

1 

9 .... 

1 

— 

1 

10  .... 

2 

— 

2 

13  .... 

1 

— 

1 

4 

2 

6 

JUNIOR  TRAINING 

CENTRE 

M. 

F. 

Totr 

4 .... 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

7 .... 

— 

1 

1 

8 .... 

4 

— 

4 

9 .... 

— 

2 

2 

10  .... 

1 

1 

2 

11  .... 

1 

9 

3 

12  .... 

1 

— 

1 

13  .... 

1 

— 

1 

14  .... 

1 

1 

2 

15  .... 

— 

3 

3 

11 


11 


22 
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ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1(S  

— 

9 

2 

17  

— 

1 

1 

19  

9 

. . . ....  —t 

— 

2 

21  



1 

1 

23  

— 

o 

9 

jmU 

24  



9 

2 

39  



1 

1 

9 

Lu 

9 

11 

DISTRIBUTION  BY  I.Q. 

SPECIAL  CARE 

UNIT 

M. 

E. 

Total 

No  I.Q.  assessed  . 

3 

9 

5 

50  

1 

— 

1 

4 

2 

6 

JUNIOR 

TRAINING 

CENTRE 

M. 

E. 

Total 

No  I.O.  assessed  . 

4 

5 

9 

31—40  

2 

4 

6 

41—50  

4 

9 

jLu 

6 

Over  50 

1 

— 

1 

11 

11 

22 

ADULT 

TRAINING 

CENTRE 

M. 

F. 

Total 

No  I.Q.  assessed  . 

— 

3 

3 

31—40  

1 

— 

1 

41—50  

1 

2 

3 

Over  50 

— 

4 

4 

9 

9 

11 
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Section  5 
Port  Health 

Address  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer  : Hardy  Street,  Barrow-in-Furness. 

Telephone  No.  : Barrow  24437-9  (3  lines) 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Number  Inspected 

Number  of  Ships 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had  during 
the  voyage, 
infectious  disease 
on  board 

Ships  from 

Num- 

ber 

Ton- 

nage 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health 

By  the 
Public 
Health 
Inspector 

Foreign  Ports 

76 

93,880 

Nil 

42 

Nil 

Coastwise 

87 

63,724 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Total 

163 

157,604 

Nil 

50 

Nil 

CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Passenger  Traffic  Number  of  passengers  Inwards  17 

Number  of  passengers  Outwards  6 

Cargo  Traffic Principal  Imports  Wood  Pulp,  Iron  Ore, 

Pig  Iron,  Machinery,  Ir- 
radiated Fuel  and  Grain. 

Principal  Exports  Pig  Iron,  Machinery, 

Scrap  Metal  and  Ingot 
Moulds. 


Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  : Almeria,  Antwerp,  Anzio, 
Belfast,  Bayonne,  Dublin,  Gefle,  Glasgow,  Heysham,  Husum,  Jakobstad,  Kirk- 
enes,  Kotka,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Mantyluoto,  Middlesborough,  Mo-I-Rana, 
Oulu,  Preston,  Rauma,  Skoghall,  Skutskar,  Sundsvall,  4'yne  and  Workington. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

1 .  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  district  : upland  surface  and  deep  borehole, 
(b)  the  town’s  water  supply  is  available  at  the  dock  side  and  is  used  for  shipping. 

2.  Four  samples  of  the  mains  water  supply  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  were 
taken  during  the  year  by  the  Furness  Water  Board.  The  results  were  highly 
satisfactory. 

3.  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes  : 
Hydrants  and  hosepipes  are  protected  and  stored  in  a water  shed  when  not  in 
actual  use. 

4.  There  are  no  water  boats  in  use  at  the  Port. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 

1.  List  of  Infected  Areas  (Regulation  6) 

A list  of  infected  areas  is  prepared  and  amended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  from  the  official  list  of  Infected  Areas.  A typewritten  list  of  infected 
areas  is  prepared  from  the  official  list  of  Infected  Areas  and  is  delivered  by  hand  to 
H.M.  Customs  and  Excise  Officers. 

2.  Radio  Messages 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Seaforth  Radio  Station  and  the  Post 
Office  Telephones  to  send  and  receive  messages  from  ships  entering  the  Port. 

3.  Notifications  Otherwise  than  by  Radio  (Regulation  14(1)  (b)  ) 
Telephonic  Communications  from  Shipping  Agents. 

4.  Mooring  Stations  (Regulations  22  to  30) 

Within  Docks  : An  inner  mooring  station  near  Buccleuch  Bridge  within  the 
Ramsden  Dock  has  been  established  as  a mooring  station  for  all  unhealthy  ships 
arriving  at  Barrow.  On  arrival  of  an  infected  ship  or  a suspected  ship,  the 
vessel  is  taken  to  the  designated  mooring  station. 

5.  Arrangements  For  : 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than  smallpox). 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  seamen  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  to  be  admitted  to  Devonshire  Road  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts.  The  surveillance  and  follow-up 
of  contacts  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and  other 
articles.  In  cases  of  necessity  the  arrangements  for  the  cleansing  and 
disinfection  of  ships  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Port 
Health  Officers,  and  cases  requiring  isolation  would  be  found  accommo- 
dation at  the  Devonshire  Road  Isolation  Hospital. 

SMALLPOX 

1.  Names  of  Isolation  Hospitals  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent  from  the 
district  :■ — 

Elswick  Leys  Smallpox  Hospital,  Blackpool. 

Ainsworth  Smallpox  Hospital,  Bury. 

2.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  remove  all  such  cases  by  Corporation 
ambulances  to  the  hospital.  Members  of  the  ambulance  crews  have  been 
vaccinated  recently. 

3.  Names  of  smallpox  consultants  available  : — 

Dr.  D.  C.  Liddle,  Monsall  Isolation  Hospital,  Newton  Heath, 
Manchester  10. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Peirce,  Port  Health  Offices,  Pier  Head,  Liverpool  3. 

Prof.  A.  B.  Semple,  Health  Department,  Hatton  Garden,  Liver- 
pool 3. 

Dr.  C.  Metcalfe-Brown,  Town  Hall,  Manchester  2. 

4.  Public  Health  Laboratory — Liverpool,  Manchester  and  Preston. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 


A local  centre  exists  at  Devonshire  Road  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease.  Information  as  to  the  location,  days  and 
hours  of  the  available  facilities  is  supplied  by  notice  to  the  Master  or  other 
responsible  officer  on  a vessel’s  arrival.  The  times  of  the  clinic  are  as  follows  : 
Monday,  6-30  p.m.,  Wednesday,  10-30  a.m. 


CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of 
during  the 

cases 

year 

Number  of 
ships 

concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 
foreign  ports 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 
ships  from  foreign  ports  but 
have  been  disposed  of  before 
arrival 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

All  vessels  from  foreign  ports  entering  the  port,  are  where  necessary,  system- 
atically inspected  by  the  Port  Health  Officers  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  rodent 
infestation  on  board. 

A macroscopic  examination  of  rats  caught  is  carried  out  whenever  possible 
by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Port  Health  Officers.  There  were  no  rats  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  have  been  made,  when  necessary,  for  the  deratting  of  ships 
by  means  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  to  be  carried  out  by  a commercial  contractor, 
Messrs.  Hivey  P'umigation  Co.  Ltd.,  15,  Cheapside,  Liverpool. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  carry  out  any  rat-proofing  of  ships  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year  4 rodents  were  destroyed  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES 
ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR  FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 

Number  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 
Certificates 
Issued 

Total 

Certificates 

Issued 

After  fumigation 
with 

After 

trapping 

After 

poisoning 

Total 

HCN 

Other 

fumigant 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

9 

10 

1 of  the  above-mentioned  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  was  issued 
following  examination  of  a vessel  at  the  Port  of  Heysham. 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 
INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 


Nature  and 
Number  of 
Inspections 

Notices  served 

Result  of  serving 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

Routine  inspections 
and  Re-inspections 

52 

Nil 

2 verbal 
intimations 
to  Masters 

Nuisances  abated  prior 
to  the  vessels  leaving 
the  port,  and  in  1 case 
the  later  provision  of 
new  galley  equipment. 

Total 

52 

Nil 

2 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL-FISH)  REGULATIONS,  1934  & 1948 

The  gathering  of  Cockles  and  Mussels  from  Walney  Channel  is  prohibited 
by  an  Order  made  in  1918,  and  the  gathering  of  Periwinkles  is  prohibited  by  an 
Order  made  in  1946. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  the  interment  of  dead  persons 
arriving  by  sea.  The  body  is  first  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951 

No  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Order  during  the  year. 

Food  Inspection 

No  foodstuffs  arrived  at  the  Port  during  the  year  ; therefore  no  action  was 
taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937  and  1948, 
and  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926,  and  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  Etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925 — -1940. 

Arrangements  for  Dealing  with  Maritime  Declarations  of  Health 

A blank  Maritime  Declaration  of  Health  form  is  handed  to  the  Master  of 
every  ship  approaching  the  Port  as  soon  as  the  Pilot  boards.  On  arrival  at 
the  Port,  the  completed  form  is  inspected  by  the  Customs  Officer  or  Port  Health 
Officer,  whoever  is  first  aboard. 

Boarding  of  Vessels  on  Arrival 

Vessels  arriving  from  infected  or  suspected  ports  are  always  boarded  by  a 
Customs  Officer  and  Port  Health  Officer  together.  Other  vessels  are  usually 
boarded  by  a Customs  Officer  in  the  first  instance. 

Restrictions  on  Boarding  or  Leaving  Ships 

Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Harbour  Authorities,  tradespeople 
and  other  persons  in  the  habit  of  visiting  ships  at  the  Port,  to  keep  clear  until 
the  ship  is  free  from  control. 
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Section  6 

Environmental  Health 

This  Part  of  the  Report  is  Compiled  by 
The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

HOUSING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

Number  of  dwellings  inspected  1307 

Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made 6195 

Number  of  incidental  visits  in  connection  with  the  above  (e.g.  interviews 

with  owners,  agents  and  contractors,  etc.)  876 

Results  of  Action  Taken 

Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  in  Which  Defects  Were  Remedied 


After  informal  action  53 

After  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(a)  by  owners  62 

(b)  by  the  Council  in  default  of  owners  16 

After  formal  notice  under  the  Housing  Act  by  owners  3 

Unfit  Houses  Incapable  of  Being  Made  Fit  at  Reasonable  Expense  : 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  2 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  revoked  and 

substituted  by  Demolition  Orders  1 


REHOUSING  FOLLOWING  ACTION  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS 

Number  of  persons  rehoused  in  Corporation  dwellings  following  action 

under  the  Housing  Acts  35 

THE  BARROW-IN-FURNESS  (SCOTT  STREET/BUCCLEUCH  STREET) 
COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDER,  1967 

Following  the  declaration  by  the  Council  of  two  Clearance  Areas,  namely 
the  Barrow-in-Furness  (Scott  Street/ Buccleuch  Street  No.  1)  Clearance  Area  and 
the  Barrow-in-Furness  (Scott  Street  No.  2)  Clearance  Area,  which  together 
consisted  of  62  unfit  dw7ellinghouses,  the  Council  made  the  above-mentioned 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  relating  to  the  said  Clearance  Areas,  together  with 
lands  which  were  added  so  that  they  could  be  developed  or  used  satisfactorily. 
The  Council  proposed  to  acquire  all  the  land  included  in  the  Order,  to  clear  the 
unfit  houses  and  to  secure  the  satisfactory  development  of  the  land  for  housing 
purposes. 

A number  of  objections  to  the  Order  were  lodged  with  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Focal  Government,  these  being  mainly  on  the  ground  that  certain 
properties  represented  as  unfit  houses  were  not  unfit.  Other  objectors  contested 
acquisition,  and  a number  stated  that  hardship  would  be  caused. 
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An  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  held  a public  local  inquiry  at  the  Town  Hall, 
and  subsequently,  the  Minister  confirmed  the  Order  without  modification, 
the  Inspector  having  found  that  all  the  properties  in  the  Clearance  Areas  were 
rightly  represented  as  unfit  houses,  that  demolition  was  the  most  satisfactory 
method  of  dealing  with  the  conditions  in  the  Areas,  and  that  due  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  ownerships,  acquisition  by  the  Council  was  justified.  The  Inspector 
also  considered  that  the  acquisition  of  the  added  lands  was  reasonably  necessary 
for  the  satisfactory  development  of  the  cleared  areas. 

THE  RENT  ACT,  1957 

The  administration  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  continued,  and  the  following 
is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  Nil 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  Nil 

Landlords’  Undertakings  to  remedy  the  defects  listed  on  Local  Authority’s 

Notice  to  Landlords  of  Proposal  to  issue  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  ....  Nil 

Number  of  such  Undertakings  accepted  by  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

Applications  by  Landlords  to  the  Local  Authority  for  cancellation  of 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  1 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  Nil 

Certificates  cancelled  by  the  Local  Authority  1 

Applications  by  landlord  or  tenant  for  Certificates  as  to  Remedying  of 

Defects  which  the  landlord  has  undertaken  to  remedy  Nil 

Certificates  as  to  the  Remedying  of  Defects  which  the  Landlord  has  under- 
taken to  remedy  Nil 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the  Rent  Act  2 

Number  of  such  inspections  and  re-inspections  made 5 

Number  of  visits  re.  above,  other  than  for  inspection  and  re-inspection....  2 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 

Complaints  and  reports  regarding  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  received 

and  investigated  826 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  made  re.  investigation  and  abatement  of 

nuisances  and  remedying  of  sanitary  defects  5382 

Intimation  Notices  served  in  connection  with  Nuisances  and  sanitary 

defects  110 

Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  in 

connection  with  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  80 

Miscellaneous  inspections 819 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Contractors,  etc 1136 

WATER  CLOSETS,  FLUSHING  APPARATUS,  ETC. 

W.C.  roofs  repaired 7 

W.C.  doors,  door  frames  and  jambs  repaired  or  renewed  16 

Defective  W.C.  walls  repaired  or  rebuilt  2 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  3 

W.C.  flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  4 
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Broken,  cracked  W.C.  pedestal  basin  renewed  4 

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed  5 

Defective  connections  between  W.C.  basins  and  flushpipes  4 

Defective  plasterwork  of  W.C.  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Defective  plasterwork  of  W.C.  walls  repaired  or  renewed 2 

Rotted  wall  plates  and  fascia  boards,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Defective  water  supply  reinstated  or  provided  1 

EAVESGUTTERS,  RAINWATER  PIPES,  HOPPER  HEADS,  ETC. 

Premises  on  which  eavesgutters  were  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed  ....  43 

Premises  on  which  rainwater  pipes  were  repaired  or  renewed  20 

Defective  lead  valley  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  2 

DRAINAGE  AND  YARD  PAVING,  ETC. 

Stopped  drains  cleared  and  repaired  16 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  relaid 9 

Defective  drain  ventilation  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  2 

No.  of  yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid 5 

Broken  and  defective  sink  waste-pipes  repaired  or  renewed  6 

Broken  and  defective  bath  waste-pipes  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Cases  of  cellar  flooding  remedied  3 

No.  of  inspections,  re-inspections  and  tests  in  connection  with  defective 

drainage,  and  the  repair,  alteration  and  addition  to  drains  1612 

YARD  WALLS,  YARD  DOORS,  ETC. 

Defective  yard  doors,  door  frames  and  jambs  repaired  or  renewed  ....  17 

Defective  yard  walls  repaired  or  renewed  3 

GENERAL  REPAIRS  & RENEWALS  TO  DWELLINGHOUSES 

Roofs  repaired  50 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  15 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  45 

Dampness  in  ceilings  remedied  11 

Defective  plasterwork  of  walls  repaired  or  renewed  19 

Defective  plasterwork  of  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  20 

Defective  doors,  door  frames,  and  jambs  repaired  or  renewed 25 

Defective  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Defective  firegrate  surrounds  and  hearths  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Defective  firebacks  to  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Defective  chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt  5 

Defective  chimney  flues  repaired  or  reconstructed  5 

Defective  chimney  pots  renewed  4 

Defective  flashings  repaired  or  renewed  11 
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Perished  brickwork  and  defective  cement  rendering  to  external  walls, 

re-set,  repaired  or  renewed 27 

Cases  of  defective  pointing  remedied  19 

Defective  sinks  renewed  or  refixed 1 

Defective  wash  basins  renewed  or  re-fixed  1 

Defective  staircases  repaired  or  reconstructed  1 

Broken  and  dangerous  steps  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Defective  window  frames  and  parting  beads  repaired  or  renewed  24 

Defective  window  cills  repaired  or  renewed  15 

Defective  window  sashes  repaired  or  renewed  30 

Open  jointing  and  cases  of  defective  window  glazing,  putty-pointing,  etc. 

remedied  14 

Cases  of  defective  pointing  to  window  and  door  reveals  remedied  16 

Defective  window  cords  replaced  19 

Window  catches,  door  furniture,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  8 

Rooms  in  which  skirting  boards  were  provided  or  repaired  6 

Defective  weatherboards  and  threshwoods  provided  or  repaired  18 

Defective  pipes  and  taps  repaired  or  renewed  3 

No.  of  coalhouse,  outhouse,  etc.,  general  repairs  5 

Broken  ventilators  and  ventilation  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 1 

No.  of  ash-chutes  cleared 3 


OTHER  MATTERS 

Accumulation  of  offensive  refuse  removed 


Filthy,  unwholesome  or  verminous  premises  cleansed  or  disinfested  ....  1 

Dirty  and  insanitary  areas  of  buildings  cleansed 4 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  3 


WATER  SUPPLY  TO  OCCUPIED  DWELLINGHOUSES 

Dwellinghouses  provided  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  3 

Defective  and  leaking  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  3 

CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  two  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  County  Borough,  the  owner 
of  one  being  authorised  to  operate  the  same  during  the  summer  months.  This 
site,  being  well  laid  out  and  well-equipped,  in  addition  to  being  ideally  situated 
at  Rampside,  is  a truly  model  “ holiday  ” site. 

V 

The  other  site,  established  some  years  ago  at  Earnse  Point,  Walney,  is  mainly 
a residential  site.  During  the  year  considerable  further  progress  was  made  in 
putting  into  effect  a new  lay-out  plan  incorporating  improvements  to  drainage 
works,  roadways,  parking  spaces,  and  amenities  generally.  The  caravans  on  this 
site  are  gradually  being  replaced  by  “ chalets/’ 


LIGHTING  OF  COMMON  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES 

Routine  inspections  of  buildings  containing  common  stairs  and  passages 
were  carried  out,  and  as  a result  of  informal  action,  satisfactory  provision  was 
made  for  lighting  the  stairs  and  passages  affecting  24  dwellings. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933 

No.  of  applications  dealt  with  for  the  inclusion  or  retention  of  names  in  the 
Authority’s  list  of  persons  entitled  to  sell  poisons  3 

THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  makes  provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of 
persons  employed  to  work  in  office,  shop  and  certain  railway  premises.  The 
provisions  relating  to  offices  and  certain  types  of  railway  premises  are  the 
first  of  their  kind,  whilst  at  the  same  time  the  existing  protection  for  shop 
workers  is  considerably  extended. 

All  office  workers  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act,  whether  they  work 
in  separate  office  buildings  or  in  offices  forming  part  of  other  buildings  as,  for 
instance,  in  offices  of  schools,  factories,  hospitals,  clubs,  hotels,  etc.  Shops  are 
also  defined  very  comprehensively  and  include  wholesale  as  well  as  retail  trade 
premises,  restaurants,  public  houses  and  such  places  as  launderettes  and  solid  fuel 
storage  premises  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  trade  or  business. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  in  regard  to  the  compulsory  registration  of  premises 
came  into  operation  on  1st  May,  1964,  and  by  the  end  of  1967,  596  premises  had 
been  registered.  As  it  is  estimated  that  such  a figure  represents  only  about  one- 
third  of  the  number  of  premises  in  Barrow  which  are  subject  to  registration  by 
the  Local  Authority,  it  is  obvious  that  the  work  connected  with  registration  will 
have  to  continue  for  some  considerable  time. 

The  following  is  an  extract  taken  from  the  Annual  Report  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  under  Section  60  of  the  Act 

No.  of  premises  newly  registered  during  the  year  33 

Total  number  of  registered  premises  at  end  of  year  596 

No.  of  registered  premises  receiving  one  or  more  general  inspections  during 

the  year  82 

No.  of  visits  of  all  kinds  (including  general  inspections)  by  Inspectors  to 

registered  premises  430 

Total  number  of  males  employed  in  registered  premises  1616 

Total  number  of  females  employed  in  registered  premises  2504 

In  addition  to  the  above,  27  written  intimations  were  sent  to  the  owners  or 
occupiers  of  premises  regarding  various  contraventions  of  the  Act  and  Regula- 
tions made  thereunder. 


DISINFESTATION 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  respect  of  disinfesta- 
tion for  bugs,  fleas,  beetles,  ants,  mites,  wrasps,  etc.  : — 

No.  of  privately-owned  houses  treated  33 

No.  of  Corporation  houses  treated  47 

Public  Health  Inspectors  made  397  visits  in  regard  to  infestations  of  vermin 
and  other  pests  and  in  numerous  cases  gave  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  and 
premises  advice  regarding  eradication,  prevention  of  re-infestation  and  proofing. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

I he  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  control  of  surface 
infestations  and  the  treatment  of  sewers  and  agricultural  holdings. 

A Rodent  and  Pest  Control  Operative  in  Charge  and  3 Operatives  carry 
out  this  work,  which  is  free  of  charge  at  dwelling  houses,  but  occupiers  of  business 
and  commercial  premises,  factories  and  workplaces  are  required  to  pay  for  the 
cost  of  materials  and  labour.  Agricultural  holdings  are  treated  on  the  basis  of 
annual  contracts. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK 


Property  other  than  Sewers  Type  of  Property 

Non- 

agricultural  Agricultural 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  

23301 

58 

2.  (a)  1'otal  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  

386 

48 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  

97 

9 

(ii)  Mice 

140 

7 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 

rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification  

803 

7 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  

9 

4 

(ii)  Mice 

5 

4 

345  Inspections  were  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Sewers 

The  treatment  of  sewers  continued  during  certain  periods  of  the  year. 
Except  in  one  relatively  small  area,  the  sewers  baited  proved  to  be  free  from  rat- 
infestation. 

SMALL  DWELLINGS  ACQUISITION  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  ADVANCES,  GUARANTEES  & IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Requests  from  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Surveyor  for  information  in  connec- 
tion with  124  applications  received  under  the  above  provisions  were  dealt  with, 
and  for  these  purposes  83  inspections  were  carried  out. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  CINEMAS,  THEATRES  AND  OTHER  PLACES  OF 

PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 

There  were  4 premises  in  regular  use  as  Cinemas,  Theatres  and  Other  Places 
of  Public  Entertainment  during  the  year.  Another  theatre  closed  down  during 
the  year.  Inspections  and,  where  necessary,  re-inspections  were  carried  out  at 
all  these  premises,  and  reports  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  found  were  made  to 
the  Watch  Committee. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  2 of  these  premises  were  found  to  be  entirely 
satisfactory,  and  in  the  remaining  3 premises,  written  intimations  were  serit 
regarding  the  following  defects  and  unsatisfactory  conditions  found  to  exist 
therein  : — 

Deteriorated  decoration  to  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  male  sanitary 
accommodation  (circle),  the  lobby  thereto,  the  main  staircase  and  to  the 
walls  of  the  back  stage  staircase  in  1 theatre. 
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Dirty  condition  of  the  decorations  to  the  auditorium,  to  the  walls  of  the 
male  sanitary  accommodation  and  staircase  and  rotted  wood  frame  to  the 
entrance  thereto  in  1 cinema. 

Cracked  and  broken  wallplaster  to  the  main  and  back  stage  staircases,  and 
to  the  second  floor  back  stage  W.C.  compartment  in  1 theatre. 

Flaking  and  broken  decoration  to  the  walls  of  the  front  (left)  and  rear  (right) 
exits  to  the  stalls  in  1 cinema. 

Broken  plaster  boards  to  the  ceiling  and  broken  wallplaster  to  the  back 
stage  basement  corridor  in  1 theatre. 

Electric  light  bulb  missing  in  the  male  sanitary  accommodation  in  1 cinema 
and  theatre. 

Some  worn  seat  upholstery,  loose  arm  rests  to  several  seats  and  some  worn 
and  loose  floor  covering  in  2 cinemas. 

Torn  tapestry  wall  covering  to  the  rear  circle  in  1 cinema. 

Loose  nosings  to  the  staircase  leading  to  the  circle  in  1 cinema  and  theatre. 

No.  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  carried  out 22 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SPECIFIED  AREAS)  (No.  2)  ORDER, 

1957 

Under  this  Order  the  provisions  of  Sub-Section  (1)  of  Section  37  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  apply  in  an  area  which  includes  this  County  Borough. 

Since  1957,  all  dairymen  who  retail  milk  in  any  part  of  the  area  must  sell 
milk  under  special  designation,  irrespective  of  whether  the  premises  from  which 
the  milk  is  retailed  are  inside  or  outside  the  area,  and  any  milk  which  is  retailed 
outside  the  specified  area  from  those  same  premises  must  also  be  sold  under 
special  designation. 

It  is  also  obligatory  to  use  a special  designation  in  relation  to  milk  sold  to  a 
caterer  unless  the  caterer  intends  to  pasteurise  or  sterilise  the  milk  and  is  licensed 
to  do  so. 

The  special  designations  authorised  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations,  1963,  are  “ Pasteurised,”  “ Sterilised  ” and  “ Untreated.”  No 
Sterilised  Milk  is  sold  within  the  Borough. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1965,  provide 
that  as  from  1st  October,  1965,  a new  special  designation  “Ultra  Heat  Treated  ” 
be  prescribed  for  milk  which  has  been  processed  by  the  ultra  high  temperature 
method,  i.e.,  heated  to  not  less  than  270°F.  for  not  less  than  one  second,  and  the 
milk  will  be  required  to  satisfy  a prescribed  test. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

Pasteurised  Milk 

Number  of  samples  taken  46 

Samples  satisfactory  on  Phosphatase  Test  45 

Samples  satisfactory  on  Methylene  Blue  Test 43 

Methylene  Blue  Test  void  1 

Licensed  Milk  Pasteurisers  in  the  Borough  (H.T.S.T.)  2 
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Untreated  Milk  (Produced  Within  the  Borough) 

Number  of  samples  taken  42 

Samples  satisfactory  on  Methylene  Blue  Test 28 

Samples  unsatisfactory  on  Methylene  Blue  Test  13 

Methylene  Blue  Test  void  1 

Untreated  Milk  (Produced  Outside  the  Borough) 

Number  of  samples  taken  28 

Samples  satisfactory  on  Methylene  Blue  Test 22 

Samples  unsatisfactory  on  Methylene  Blue  Test  5 

Methylene  Blue  Test  void  1 

Details  of  samples  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  were 
notified  to  the  County  Dairy  Husbandry  Adviser  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 


Fisheries  and  Food. 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  Animal  Inoculation  Test  30 

Samples  showing  the  presence  of  B.  Tuberculosis  Nil 

MILK  SUPPLIES— BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 

Number  of  Samples  of  Raw  Milk  Examined 

Routine  samples  of  Untreated  (farm-bottled)  Milk  70 

Follow-up  samples  of  untreated  milk,  farm-bottled  or  from  bulk  4 

Total  number  of  samples  examined  74 

Number  of  Positive  Samples 

Number  of  samples  showing  a positive  or  equivocal  Ring  Test  result  ....  20 

Number  of  the  above  confirmed  on  culture  or  animal  inoculation  Nil 

Action  Taken  in  Respect  of  Positive  Samples 


The  four  above  follow-up  samples  were  taken  following  positive  ring  test 
results  and  all  proved  negative.  In  all  other  cases  of  positive  or  equivocal  ring 
test  results,  later  routine  samples  have  shown  negative  results.  As  no  positive 
results  have  been  obtained  at  the  culture  and  animal  inoculation  test  stages,  no 


further  action  has  been  called  for. 

MILK  SAMPLES 

Number  analysed 122 

Number  reported  to  be  genuine  106 

Number  reported  to  be  adulterated  or  below  the  legal  standard 16 

Percentage  of  samples  adulterated  or  below  the  legal  standard  13.1 


Average  percentages  of  fatty  and  non-fatty  solids  in  total  samples  analysed 

Fatty  Solids  3.92 

Non-fatty  Solids  8.68 

Total  Solids  12.60 

Of  the  sixteen  samples  which  were  reported  to  be  adulterated  or  below  the 
legal  standard,  ten  were  adjudged,  as  a result  of  the  Hortvet  freezing  test,  to  be 
genuine  milk  of  abnormal  composition.  Two  further  samples  were  adulterated 
only  in  that  they  contained  traces  of  penicillin  or  other  antibiotic  as  a result  of 
veterinary  treatment  having  been  given  to  cows  in  milk. 
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PESTICIDE  RESIDUES  IN  FOODSTUFFS 

During  the  year,  four  samples  of  foodstuffs,  namely,  lettuce,  milk,  butter  and 
lard,  were  submitted  for  examination  by  the  Public  Analyst,  as  part  of  a national 
survey  of  pesticide  residues  in  foodstuffs  in  which  this  Authority  had  agreed  to 
participate.  This  was  the  second  year  of  the  survey  and  once  again  the  nature 
of  the  samples  and  the  period  in  which  they  were  to  be  taken  were  allotted  in  a 
detailed  scheme.  Dependant  upon  the  results  obtained,  the  survey  may  con- 
tinue on  a yearly  basis. 

THE  ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

These  Regulations  require  that  after  mixing  the  ingredients  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  ice-cream,  they  are  to  be  pasteurised  by  one  or  other  of  three 
specified  methods,  or  sterilised,  and  thereafter  kept  at  a low  temperature  until 
the  freezing  process  is  begun.  The  Regulations  make  it  an  offence  to  sell  or  offer 
for  sale  ice-cream  which  has  not  been  so  treated  or  which  has  been  allowed  to 
reach  a temperature  exceeding  28  F.,  without  again  being  treated.  They  exempt 
from  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation  certain  types  of  water  ices  and  ice  lollies,  which 
are  sufficiently  acid  to  make  such  treatment  unnecessary. 

THE  ICE-CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1967 

These  regulations  supersede  with  amendments  the  Food  Standards  (Ice- 
Cream)  Regulations,  1959,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order, 
1953,  as  amended,  which  relate  to  ice-cream.  The  regulations  specify  composit- 
ional requirements  for  ice-cream  and  Parev  ice,  including  any  ice-cream  and  any 
Parev  ice  present  as  an  ingredient  of  any  composite  article  of  food,  and  specify 
requirements  as  to  the  labelling  and  advertisement  of  ice-cream. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE-CREAM 

During  the  year,  28  samples  of  Ice-Cream  and  Ice-Cream  Mix  were  obtained 
from  various  premises  and  sales  vehicles  and  submitted  for  the  Methylene  P>lue 
Test  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Results  were  as  follows  : Grade  1,  23  ; Grade  2,  3 ; Grade  3,  1 ; Grade  4,  1. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CREAM  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

During  the  year  16  samples  of  cream  and  9 samples  of  cream  cakes  were 
taken  from  various  confectioners’  premises  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

In  6 cream  samples,  E.  Coli  Type  1 organisms  were  isolated  and  Strepto- 
coccus fsecalis  organisms  were  isolated  in  1 sample  of  cream  cake.  These  samples 
cannot,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  wholly  satisfactory.  However,  with  one 
exception,  all  samples  were  satisfactory  in  that  no  food  poisoning  organisms 
were  isolated.  In  the  exceptional  case,  that  of  a cream  cake,  Staphylococcus 
Aureus  organisms  were  isolated,  although  the  general  bacteriological  standard 
of  the  cake  was  good,  with  a scanty  culture  growth  and  a low  plate  count. 

Nine  samples  of  other  foods,  consisting  of  meat  pie,  meat  and  vegetable 
pies,  milk  and  sausage,  were  also  submited  for  examination  and  all  proved  to 
be  bacteriologicallv  satisfactory. 

THE  LABELLING  OF  FOOD  (AMENDMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

These  Regulations  prohibit  the  labelling,  marking  or  advertising  of  ice- 
cream in  a manner  suggestive  of  butter,  cream,  milk  or  anything  connected 
with  the  dairy  interest,  unless  the  ice-cream  contains  no  fat  other  than  milk 
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fat  (apart  from  fat  introduced  by  the  use  as  an  ingredient  of  any  egg,  any 
flavouring  substance  or  any  emulsifying  or  stabilising  agent),  but  permit  the 
presence  of  skimmed  milk  solids  to  be  declared.  The  Regulations  also  impose 
requirements  as  to  the  labelling  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  containing  fat  other 
than  milk  fat.  The  administration  of  these  Regulations  was  carried  out  by 
visits  and  inspections  which  showed  that  the  Regulations  were  being  complied 
with. 


THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS,  1963 


Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  Nil 

Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the  Alpha- Amylase  Test  ....  2 
Number  of  samples  satisfactory  2 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 

Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  Nil 

FOOD  HYGIENE 


Two  courses  on  Food  Hygiene  were  again  conducted  during  the  year. 
Each  course  comprises  six  lectures,  together  with  the  showing  of  suitable  films. 
Ample  opportunity  is  given  for  questions  and  discussion  and  the  courses  are  open, 
free  of  charge,  to  all  persons  engaged  in  the  food  trades. 

THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS 

Inspections  were  carried  out  in  shops,  food  factories,  warehouses,  restaurant 
and  hotel  kitchens,  canteens,  ice-cream  manufacturers’  and  dealers’  premises, 
butchers’  shops,  market  halls  and  cold  stores,  and  of  vehicles  used  for  the  trans- 
port of  meat  and  foodstuffs. 


FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  AREA 


Category 

No. 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  16 

No.  of  premises 
to  which  Reg. 
19  applies 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg.  19 

Butchers’  shops 

62 

62 

62 

62 

Bakehouses 

41 

41 

41 

41 

Restaurants,  Cafes 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Hotels  serving  meals 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Factory  Canteens 

21 

21 

21 

21 

School  Canteens 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Grocers’  shops  and 

mixed  businesses 

230 

227 

230 

229 

Greengrocers’  <&hops 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

22 

21 

22 

21 

Fried  Fish  shops 

33 

33 

33 

33 

Ice-cream 

manufacturers 

3 

3 

3 

3 , 

No.  of  Ice-Cream  Retailers’  Premises  287 

No.  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1955,  during  the  year  3 


Inspection  of  registered  food  premises  : 

Manufacturers  of  preserved  food  307 

Ice-Cream  Premises  277 

Inspections  of  food  premises  other  than  those  registered  under  Section  16 

of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  2243 

By  inspection  and  informal  action,  repair  and  improvement  work,  with  the 
provision  of  new  equipment,  was  carried  out  at  263  food  premises. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

341  inspections  were  carried  out  under  the  above-mentioned  Act.  Although 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  the  various  Orders  made  under  the  Act  were  found 
to  be  generally  well  complied  with,  it  was  necessary  to  caution  a number  of  traders 
regarding  infringements  which  appeared  to  be  due,  in  the  main,  to  ignorance  of 
the  provisions  rather  than  deliberate  intentions  to  deceive  the  public. 

THE  CONSUMER  PROTECTION  ACT,  1961 

The  Toys  (Safety)  Regulations,  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act,  came  into  operation  in  November,  1967.  They  prohibit  the  use  of 
cellulose  nitrate  (celluloid)  in  the  manufacture  of  toys  and  prescribe  a limit  for  the 
lead  content  of  the  paint  film  on  toys. 

Seven  samples  of  toys  have  been  submitted  for  examination  by  the  Public 
Analyst  and  four  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  respect  of  the  lead  content  of 
the  paint. 

Enquiries  revealed  that  the  four  unsatisfactory  types  of  toy,  all  from  the 
same  retailer,  had  been  imported  from  Hungary  in  1966,  and  that  the  importers 
had  none  remaining  in  stock.  They  had  supplied  them  to  the  one  retailer  only  in 
Barrow  and  the  retailer  surrendered  for  destruction  his  complete  stock  of  these 
types  of  toys,  comprising  six  types  and  a total  of  145  articles. 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

During  the  year,  two  samples  of  stuffed  toys  were  submitted  for  examination 
of  the  filling  materials. 

The  standard  tests  for  cleanliness  proved  satisfactory. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Numbers  of  Animals  Slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoirs 


Year 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

1965 

4,812 

28 

21,349 

8,293 

34,482 

1966 

4,783 

50 

23,461 

7,496 

35,790 

1967 

4,659 

80 

21,583 

6,741 

33,063 

Increase  : 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Decrease 

124 

— 

1,878 

755 

2,727 

63 


Number  of  Whole  Carcases  with  Offals  Condemned 


Year 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total 

1965 

21 

8 

45 

7 

81 

1966 

22 

7 

70 

11 

110 

1967 

10 

7 

42 

11 

70 

Increase  : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Decrease  : 

12 



28 



40 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  at  the  Abattoirs  during  the  year  was  : — 

33  Tons  2 Cwts.  1 Otr.  2 lbs. 


Unsound  Meat,  Carcases  and  Part  Carcases  Condemned  at  the  Abattoirs 


Disease 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (lbs) 

520 

- — 

— 

169 

689 

Other  Conditions 
(lbs.) 

7,485 

218 

2,789 

1,190 

11,682 

8,005 

218 

2,789 

1,359 

12,371 

Unsound  Viscera 

Condemned 

AT  THE 

Abattoirs 

Disease 

Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (lbs.) 

176 

— 

— 

141 

317 

Other  Conditions 

43,093 

52 

18,552 

726 

62,423 

(lbs.) 

— 

— . 

— 

43,269 

52 

18,552 

867 

62,740 

IMPORTED  MEAT 

Imported  Meat  condemned  at  the  Abattoirs  during  the  year  consisted  of  : — 

48  lbs.  Kidneys  and  110  lbs.  Liver 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1935-1958 

During  the  year  24  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were  issued. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN 

PART 


Cattle 

Ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,610 

3,049 

80 

21,583 

6,741 

Number  inspected  

1,610 

3,049 

80 

21,583 

6,741 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

5 

7 

42 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,422 

2,087 

1 

4,884 

103 

Percentage  of  number  inspect- 
ed with  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

88 . 3 

68.4 

10.0 

22.6 

1 . 5 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 



— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

.01 







.08 

Cystic.ercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5 









Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 
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ANALYSIS  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLES 

206  samples,  all  informal,  were  submitted  for  analysis,  comprising  : — 


Milk  122 

Ice  Cream  16 

Meat  and  Potato  Pies  6 

Canned  Fish  4 

Bread  3 

British  Wine  3 

Fruit  Curd  3 


together  with  two  samples  each  of  Blancmange  Powder,  Coffee  and  Chicory 
Essence,  Condensed  Milk,  Custard  Powder,  Dried  Vegetables,  Ground  Almonds, 
Jam,  Margarine,  Meat  Paste,  Meat  Pies,  Potted  Fish,  Sauce  and  Self-raising 
Flour,  and 

one  sample  each  of  Butter,  Christmas  Pudding,  Cocoa,  Compound  Syrup  of  Figs, 
Cooking  Fat,  Cornflour,  Curry  Powder,  Dehydrated  Vegetables,  Dried  Fruit, 
Eye  Lotion,  Fish  Paste,  Headache  Tablets,  Honey,  Indigestion  Tablets,  Lard, 
Marzipan,  Mincemeat,  Pepper,  Pie  Filling,  Raw  Vegetables,  Saccarin  Tablets, 
Sausage  and  Tea. 

Details  of  items  found  to  be  not  genuine  are  as  follows  : — 

Milk 

A sample  of  Untreated  (farm-bottled)  Milk  proved  to  be  1.6%  deficient 
in  fat.  This  result  was  notified  to  the  farmer  and  his  handling  and  bottling 
methods  were  discussed.  He  was  advised  to  ensure  that  his  bulk  milk  was 
thoroughly  mixed  during  the  bottling  process,  in  order  to  maintain  uniform 
quality  in  both  his  farm-bottled  milk  and  in  surplus  milk  which  is  sent  to  a 
pasteurising  depot.  Several  further  samples  taken  from  this  source  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year  all  proved  genuine. 

The  analysis  of  a sample  of  Untreated  (farm-bottled)  Milk  showed  the 
presence  of  1 .6  extraneous  water.  The  matter  was  investigated  and  it  appeared 
that  the  most  likely  explanation  was  the  careless  use  of  cooling  equipment  and 
the  farmer  was  advised  to  exercise  more  supervision  over  the  use  of  this  equip- 
ment. Several  more  recent  samples  all  proved  genuine. 

A sample  of  Untreated  (farm-bottled)  Milk  had  a fat  deficiency  of  3.3% 
and  contained  0.5%  extraneous  water.  The  producer  was  interviewed  and  an 
investigation  showed  that  the  extraneous  water  was  most  probably  due  to 
careless  use  of  “ in-churn  ” coolers.  The  fat  deficiency  probably  arose  due  to 
milking  being  carried  out  some  distance  from  the  farm  in  a mobile  milking 
parlour.  The  milk  then  has  to  be  transported  to  the  farm  in  churns  for  bottling. 
It  appeared  that  insufficient  care  was  being  taken  prior  to  the  bottling  to  ensure 
that  the  milk  was  properly  bulked  and  mixed.  The  farmer  was  advised  to  pay 
greater  attention  to  these  points.  A further  sample,  taken  shortly  afterwards, 
showed  no  extraneous  water,  but  there  was  still  a fat  deficiency.  The  farmer 
made  further  changes  in  his  boiling  routine  to  ensure  that  the  portion  of  bulk 
milk  used  for  bottling  was  a fair  representation  of  the  whole,  by  thorough  bulking 
and  mixing.  Numerous  further  samples  have  all  proved  genuine. 

Two  samples  of  Untreated  (farm-bottled)  Milk  from  different  producers 
showed  the  presence  of  0.08  and  0.15  International  Units  respectively  of  peni- 
cillin or  other  antibiotic.  Enquiries  showed  that  in  one  case,  one  animal  in 
the  milking  herd  had  been  receiving  treatment  from  a veterinary  surgeon  and 
the  farmer  claimed  that  he  had  not  been  aware  that  the  type  of  antibiotic  used 
would  be  excreted  in  the  milk.  In  the  other  case,  the  farmer  said  that  he  had 
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treated  one  animal  with  penicillin  but  claimed  that  he  had  kept  the  milk  from 
this  animal  separate  from  the  bulk  milk  during  treatment  and  for  48  hours 
afterwards,  the  sample  in  question  having  been  taken  on  the  third  day  after 
treatment  had  ceased.  Both  farmers  were  advised  that,  in  all  future  cases  of 
antibiotic  treatment,  the  milk  from  a treated  animal  should  be  kept  separate 
from  milk  for  human  consumption  during  treatment  and  for  a minimum  of  72 
hours  afterwards,  and  that  where  treatment  is  given  by  a veterinary  surgeon,  his 
advice  should  be  sought  on  this  point.  Both  farmers  were  warned  against  any 
repetition  of  this  type  of  incident  and  details  of  these  cases  were  sent  to  the 
Regional  Manager  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

Meat  and  Potato  Pies 

Samples  of  meat  and  potato  pies  taken  from  two  local  confectioners’  premises, 
as  part  of  a series  of  samples  being  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  Meat  Pie 
and  Sausage  Roll  Regulations,  1967,  were  found  to  have  a meat  content  of 
8.4%  and  6.5%.  The  Public  Analyst’s  recommended  standard,  which  will 
become  a statutory  standard  on  31st  May,  1968,  on  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
above-mentioned  Regulations,  is  a minimum  meat  content  of  12.5%.  The 
results  of  analysis  were  discussed  with  the  confectioners  concerned  in  the  light 
of  this  standard  and  they  were  advised  to  increase  the  meat  content  of  these 
products  to  an  acceptable  level  and  to  maintain  control  of  the  quality  in  this 
respect.  It  is  intended  to  take  further  samples  from  these  sources  during  the 
coming  year. 

British  Wine 

A sample  of  wine,  sold  from  bulk,  was  purchased  from  a small  general  store 
and  off-licence.  The  wine  was  verbally  described  by  the  shopkeeper  as  “ port  ” 
at  the  time  of  the  sale,  but  analysis  showed  it  to  be  “ ruby  wine.”  An  examina- 
tion of  the  cask,  which  was  kept  in  a store  at  the  rear  of  the  shop,  showed  that  it 
was  labelled  as  a British  Ruby  Wine.  The  shopkeeper  was  advised  that  the 
term  “ port  ” must  not  be  used  as  a description  for  this  type  of  wine  and  she 
explained  that  she  had  done  so  only  as  a means  of  making  plain  the  type  of  wine 
involved,  as  against  several  other  types  of  bulk  wine  which  she  had  on  sale. 
She  readily  agreed  to  cease  this  practice  and,  subsequently,  a price  list  displayed 
in  the  shop  was  amended  to  read  “ ruby  wine,”  instead  of  “ port.” 


FOREIGN  MATTER  IN  FOODSTUFFS 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  from  members  of  the  public 
regarding  various  items  of  food  purchased  by  them  and  found  to  contain  foreign 
matter.  These  articles  comprised  a tin  of  rhubarb  containing  a metal  nut,  a 
loaf  of  bread  containing  a fragment  of  metal,  a loaf  of  bread  containing  a Cadelle 
beetle  and  a bread  roll  and  a teacake  each  containing  a Spider  Beetle. 

Each  of  these  articles  was  from  a different  manufacturer,  two  within  the 
Borough  and  three  from  outside.  In  each  case,  investigations  were  made  and, 
where  appropriate,  advice  given  as  to  measures  which  could  be  taken  by  the 
manufacturers  to  minimise  the  risk  of  similar  occurrences  in  the  future. 

The  circumstances  of  these  cases  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee, 
who  resolved,  in  each  case,  that  a warning  letter  be  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk  to  the 
manufacturer  concerned. 
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OTHER  FOOD  OFFENCES 

Two  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  sale  of  pre-packed  sausages 
in  a sour  or  sour  and  mouldy  condition,  the  sausages  in  each  case  being  from 
different  manufacturers. 

Following  full  investigation,  the  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Health 
Committee,  who  resolved  in  the  case  of  the  sour  sausages  that  a warning  letter  be 
sent  by  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  manufacturer.  In  the  case  of  the  sour  and 
mouldy  sausages  it  was  resolved  that  legal  proceedings  be  instituted. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Sale  of  Food  Not  of  the  Quality  Demanded  by  the  Purchaser 

Following  a complaint  from  a member  of  the  public  regarding  the  sour  and 
mouldy  condition  of  a packet  of  prepacked  beef  sausages  purchased  from  a local 
store,  investigations  revealed  that  the  condition  of  the  sausages  was  most  probably 
due  to  mishandling  after  delivery  to  the  retail  shop. 

The  shop  concerned  was  a branch  of  a national  firm  of  multiple  grocers 
and  the  Company  was  subsequently  charged  under  the  provisions  of  Section  2 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  with  the  sale  of  food  not  of  the  quality  demanded 
by  the  purchaser.  The  Magistrates  found  the  case  proved  and  the  Company  were 
fined  £5. 

SUMMARY  OF  FOOD  DESTROYED 


By  Description — - 

Tins  of  vegetables  984 

Tins  of  fruit  937 

Tins  of  meat  860 

Tins  of  milk  Ill 

Tins  of  fish  98 

Tins  of  soup  83 

Tins  of  pudding  68 

Tins  of  cream  37 

Tins  of  fruit  juice  24 

Tins  of  baby  food  24 

Tins  of  spaghetti  19 

Tins  of  syrup  12 

Tins  of  curry  9 

Tins  of  Spanish  Rice  8 

Tins  of  pie  filling  5 

Jars  of  chicken  34 

Jars  of  meat  paste  11 

Jars  of  pickles  9 

Jars  of  honey  8 

Packets  of  frozen  fish  119 

Packets  of  frozen  meat  84 

PacketsjA  frozen  vegetables  65 

Packets  of  frozen  pastry 28 

Other  frozen  items  8 

Packets  of  sugar  30 

Packets  of  biscuits  22 

Packets  of  flour  12 

Packets  of  macaroni  9 

Packets  of  cake  mix  7 

Nets  of  sprouts 65 

Melons 65 

Blutwurst  Sausages  2 


By  Weight  : 


Bacon 

Lamb  

Beef  

Chuck  steak 
Breadcrumbs 

Cod  fillets  

Butter  

Ham  

Pork  

Mixed  dried  fruit 

Cheese  

Strawberries 
Ox  Tongue 

Liver  

Sausage  meat  .. 
Ox  kidney 


Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lbs. 

2 

3 

18 

1 

2 

21 

1 

0 

12 

1 

0 

12 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

18 

1 

18 

1 

13 

1 

0 

24 

10 

7 

7 

7 

3 


Total  10  1 2 


All  condemned  food,  including  meat  from  the  Public  Abattoirs,  was  inciner- 
ated at  the  Corporation  Refuse  Destructor. 

No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  the  examination  of  foodstuffs 292 

No.  of  certificates  issued  in  respect  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  on  being  found 

unfit  for  human  consumption  535 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  FROM 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

During  the  year,  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  swimming  baths  at 
Abbey  Road  (Indoor)  Baths  and  Walney  (Open-Air)  Pool,  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Brief  details  regarding  these  samples  are  as 


follows  : — 

Abbey  Road  Baths 

No.  of  samples  taken  44 

No.  regarded  as  being  satisfactory  on  bacteriological  examination  ....  44 

Walney  Open-Air  Pool 

No.  of  samples  taken  3 

No.  regarded  as  being  satisfactory  on  bacteriological  examination  ....  3 


The  three  samples  taken  at  the  Walney  Open-Air  Pool  were  all  taken  from  the 
small  children’s  pool,  the  larger  pool  not  being  opened  during  the  season. 

Ten  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  large  and  small  pools  at  Abbey 
Baths  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  examination.  The 
results  were  satisfactory  insofar  as  pH  values,  nitrite  contents  and  free  ammonia 
contents  were  concerned,  and  in  view  of  this,  it  has  subsequently  been  possible 
to  reduce  the  total  chlorine  content  of  the  waters. 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 

During  the  year,  1 1 samples  of  animal  feeding  stuffs,  5 formal  and  6 informal, 
were  taken  from  the  premises  of  a local  manufacturer. 

Two  of  the  formal  samples  were  taken  following  unsatisfactory  results 
of  informal  samples  taken  the  previous  year.  The  results  of  these  formal 
samples  showed  that  the  two  feeding  stuffs  contained  an  excess  of  fibre.  These 
results  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  who  resolved  that  a warning 
letter  be  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  manufacturer.  Later  in  the  year  it  was 
found  that  one  of  the  feeding  stuffs  was  out  of  production  and  a sample  of  the 
other  proved  satisfactory. 

Five  later  informal  samples  of  different  feeding  stuffs  showed  that  two 
were  satisfactory,  two  were  slightly  high  in  the  fibre  content  and  one  was  deficient 
in  protein.  The  unsatisfactory  results  were  followed  up  by  formal  samples, 
which  showed  that  the  protein  deficiency  had  been  rectified  but  the  slight  excess 
of  fibre  continued  in  the  two  products. 

These  results  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  who  resolved  that  no 
further  action  be  taken,  in  view  of  the  minor  variations  involved  and  the  fact 
that  the  firm  concerned  had  by  then  ceased  production  of  all  animal  feeding 
stuffs. 


LAND  CHARGES  ACT,  1925 

Number  of  Enquiries  of  the  Local  Authority  (involving  the  Department  in 
queries  on  outstanding  Notices,  the  Rent  Act,  Slum  Clearance  and  Smoke  Control 
Areas)  dealt  with  during  the  year  : 1,635. 

THE  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Smoke  observations  were  carried  out  where  necessary  in  connection  with  the 
routine  application  and  enforcement  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods) 
Regulations,  1958,  and  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Vessels)  Regula- 
tions, 1958,  and  improvements  effected  after  discussion  and  advice  to  manage- 
ments and  firemen  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  maintained. 

No.  of  smoke  observations  made  1 18 

No.  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  re.  any  aspect  of  atmospheric 

pollution  85 

No.  of  visits  other  than  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  45 

Air  Pollution  : Measurement  and  Research 

Throughout  the  year,  the  measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in 
the  atmosphere  was  continued  by  the  use  of  the  Volumetric  Apparatus  and 
details  of  such  measurements  were  sent  at  monthly  intervals  to  the  Atmospheric 
Pollution  Laboratory  known  as  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  of  the  Ministry  of 
Technology,  for  collation  and  inclusion  in  the  national  survey. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  from  Steelworks 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year,  modern  fume  arrestment  plant  was 
installed  at  the  local  Steelworks,  and  consequently  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  serious  nuisance  caused  by  the  emission  into  the  atmosphere  of 
very  dense  reddish-brown  fumes  containing  dust,  dirt  and  other  solid  matter, 
including  particles  of  iron  oxide  arising  from  the  operation  of  the  Electric  Arc 
Furnace  Process  of  Steel  Manufacture,  will  be  satisfactorily  abated. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950 

THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

19  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  premises  of  pig  and  poultry  keepers  under 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Order. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

2 licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  keeping  Pet  Animal  Shops,  the  premises 
concerned  and  the  arrangements  made  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
being  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  739  visits  in  connection  with  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  and  suspected  food  infections. 
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Section  7 

Other  Services 

Details  are  given  below  of  medical  examinations  carried  out  by  Medical 
Officers  : — 


PURPOSE  OF  EXAMINATION 

Fitness  for  employment  and  for  acceptance  to  the  superannuation  scheme  ....  522 

Similar  examinations  on  Furness  Water  Board  Employees,  including 

bacteriological  examinations  9 

Fitness  to  undertake  training  as  teachers  or  for  employment  as  teachers  ....  66 

Fitness  to  take  up  teaching  appointment  (Established  Teachers)  52 

Reports  on  employees  whose  sickness  absences  totalled  or  exceeded  four 

weeks  per  year  57 

Examination  of  sick  employees  recommended  for  premature  retirement  ....  13 


719 

25  male  and  22  female  employees  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  acceptance 
to  the  superannuation  scheme,  but  fit  for  the  duties  of  the  post.  9 male  and  4 
female  employees  were  unfit  for  employment. 

The  Medical  Officers  also  carried  out  40  examinations  of  children  living 
with  foster  parents  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Authority,  and  Dunlop 
House  Children’s  Home  and  Family  Group  Homes  were  visited  regularly. 

CO-ORDINATING  COMMITTEE 

This  Committee  has  continued  to  function  well  and  is  of  great  value  in  bring- 
ing together  all  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  families,  who  can  help  in  preventing 
the  break-up  of  homes  and  in  dealing  with  “ problem  ” families.  Under  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  membership  covers  the  whole 
range  of  social  services,  and  the  useful  liaison  established  is  extended  to  all  those 
who  have  direct  dealings  with  the  cases  reviewed.  Mr.  E.  Royle,  Child  Care 
Officer,  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee. 

During  the  year  ten  meetings  were  held,  and  two  meetings  of  the  Homeless 
Families  Sub-Committee  were  also  held.  Attendances  have  been  made  by 
representatives  as  follows  : — 

Housing  Department 

Furness  Association  for  Social  and  Moral  Welfare 

Ministry  of  Social  Security 

Probation  Service 

Hospital  Social  Worker 

W.R.V.S. 

Education  Department 

National  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  v 

Children’s  Department 

Ministry  of  Labour 

Welfare  Department 

Health  Department 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE 

I am  obliged  to  Dr.  j.  F.  Mackay,  Physician  in  charge  of  the  Treatment 
Centre,  for  the  following  figures  : — 


NUMBER  OF  NEW  CASES  IN  YEAR 


Syphilis 

1966  1967 

Gonorrhoea 

1966  1967 

Other 
Conditions 
1966  1967 

Tot 

1966 

als 

1967 

Barrow-in-Furness  .... 

3 

4 

10 

17 

58 

61 

71 

82 

Lancashire 

— 

1 

3 

6 

20 

24 

23 

31 

All  Others 

— 

— 

3 

6 

4 

9 

7 

15 

SURVEYS,  INVESTIGATIONS  AND  QUESTIONNAIRES,  1967 

The  Department  has  participated  with  other  authorities  and  bodies  on 
twenty-eight  occasions  in  connection  with  surveys,  investigations  and  question- 
naires on  the  following  subjects 

“ Continuing  Participation  ” 

National  Child  Development  Study 
Childhood  Survey  of  Malignant  Diseases 
B.C.G.  Trials  Survey 
Maternal  Mortality  Survey 

Trial  of  Gamma  Globulin  in  Infectious  Hepatitis  Contacts 
Survey  on  Pesticides  and  Toxic  Chemicals 

During  1967 

Health  Education 

Numbers  and  methods  of  milk  sampling 
Post-graduate  courses  for  Departmental  Medical  Officers 
Alcoholism  and  Drug  Taking  ; and  Health  Education 
Co-ordination  and  Co-operation 
Facilities  for  Sub-normal  Children 

Staff  attachment  to  General  Practitioners  or  Hospitals 

Employment  of  Medical  Staff 

Design  of  Wheelchairs 

Employment  of  Dental  Auxiliaries 

Special  Services  for  Diabetics 

Births  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida 

Drug  Taking  by  School  Children  and  Students 

Rents  for  Nurses  and  Midwives  in  Corporation  Houses 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service 

Accommodation  for  Elderly,  Mentally  Infirm 

Health  Department  Staff  Establishment 

Dental  Health  Education 

Mental  Health  Social  Workers 

Dental  Care  for  Handicapped  Patients 

Selective  School  Medical  Inspections 
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APPENDIX 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  CIRCULAR  2/53  (Paragraph  4)  & 1/54  (Paragraph  5) 

28  Forms  B.D.8  were  received.  No  cases  of  retrolental  fibroplasia  in  pre- 
mature infants,  and  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified. 

FOLLOW-UP  OF  REGISTERED  BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  BLIND  PERSONS 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1967 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  Section  F of  Forms 
B.D.8  recommends  : 

(a)  No  treatment  

(b)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) 

Cause  of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Others 

5 

7 

1 

5 

2 

8 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (b) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received  treat- 
ment   

7 

5 

7 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 . Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  c 

>f 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

23 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

239 

236 

4 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 

premises)  

5 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL  

267 

276 

4 

Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of 
defects 

i 1 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Rem- 

edied 

To  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S-3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Want  of  Cleanliness  .... 

4 

4 

— 

4 

- — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

9 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of  outworkers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Section  133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases  of 
default  in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of  prosecutions 
for  failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of  instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices  served 

(/) 

G 

#C 

Tj 

o 

C J 
rn 

c 

u, 

Making  W'earing 

apparel,  etc. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Total 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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CENTENARY  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  THE 

PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

1867—1967 

TO  THE  CHAIRMEN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE  HEALTH  & EDUCATION 

COMMITTEES 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  period  requires  very  little  in  the  way  of  commentary,  as  this  has  already 
been  made  by  previous  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  but  there  are  some  points 
which  I feel  I should  highlight  for  you.  You  will  notice  in  the  population  figures 
that  in  1867  Barrow  was  virtually  a large  village  which  underwent  an  extremely 
rapid  growth  up  to  the  period  of  the  first  world  war,  from  whence  there  was  a 
decline  in  population  into  the  late  1920’s,  when  the  population  became  stabilized 
around  the  64-65,000  mark,  and  has  remained  so  more  or  less  ever  since.  The 
maternal  mortality  rate,  you  should  note,  was  very  low  in  the  late  1800’s,  and  the 
early  1900’s,  and  then  reached  a peak  with  a terribly  black  year  in  1934.  The 
figures  for  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  the  late  1800’s  are  absolutely  staggering, 
when  compared  with  the  figures  to  which  we  are  so  used  at  the  present  day,  and 
again  it  is  worth  noting  that  1934  was  a black  year  in  regard  to  infant  mortality. 
In  parallel  with  this  tremendous  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  rate,  there  has  been  a 
considerable  fall  in  the  birth  rate,  and  the  rise  in  the  early  1960’s  was  probably 
only  transient.  A disturbing  feature  of  these  figures  is  the  rise  in  the  illegitimate 
birth  rate.  Fortunately,  there  are  very  many  couples  keenly  wanting  to  adopt 
these  children,  and  I think,  too,  we  shall  probably  see  a fall  in  these  rates  with  more 
widespread,  and  a greater  use  of,  family  planning  clinics. 

Before  going  on  to  the  abstracts  from  previous  reports,  there  are  certain 
incidents  in  the  history  of  the  health  of  the  town  which  I ought  to  mention. 
We  know  that  in  1871  — 1872  there  was  a smallpox  epidemic  in  the  town,  as 
payments  were  made  to  certain  practitioners  for  dealing  with  this.  In  1872, 
Dr.  Joseph  Allison  was  appointed  as  the  town’s  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  it  is  interesting  that  from  1867  to  1872  he  had,  in  fact,  been  a councillor. 
In  1874  the  first  infectious  diseases  hospital  was  purchased  for  a price  of  £863 
18s.  6d.  and  was  apparently  somewhere  on  Barrow  Island.  A horse-drawn 
ambulance  was  included  in  the  inventory  at  a value  of  £2  in  1876.  In  1878 
Dr.  John  Settle  became  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  He  was  a councillor  for 
Walney  Ward  from  1875 — 1878,  and  apparently  paid  a “ fine  ” of  £10  upon  being 
appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Roose  Workhouse  was  built  in  1879  and 
provided  accommodation  for  300  persons.  Previously,  paupers  had  been  housed 
in  premises  in  Dalkeith  Street.  In  1882  a new  infectious  diseases  hospital 
was  completed  at  a cost  of  £1,430.  There  was  a serious  epidemic  of  measles 
in  the  first  part  of  the  year.  222  cases  were  notified  and  106  deaths  occurred 
due  to  this  disease.  I cannot  help  but  point  out  here  that  measles  was  a great 
killer  in  years  gone  by,  and  still  causes  a tremendous  amount  of  morbidity,  and 
a not  inconsiderable  number  of  deaths.  However,  in  the  year  1882,  of  980  deaths 
from  all  causes,  557  were  children  under  5 years  of  age.  There  were  284  cases  of 
typhoid  and  39  deaths  from  this  cause. 
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From  the  year  1883  we  are  able  to  quote  from  the  reports  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  so  that  after  the  statistics  and  graphs,  you  are  able  to  read  what  was 
written  many  years  ago. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  ROBERTS, 

Health  Department,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 

Hardy  Street,  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

Barrow-in-Furness. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 


Dr.  Joseph  Allison  .... 

1872—1877 

Dr.  John  Settle 

1877—1911 

Dr.  J.  Orr  

1911—1935 

Dr.  T.  A.  Seekings 

1935—1939 

Dr.  A.  Robb  Forrest 

1939—1948 

Dr.  G.  G.  Dickie 

1948—1951 

Dr.  J.  Maclachan 

1951—1956 

Dr.  I.  D.  M.  Nelson 

1957—1963 

Dr.  D.  J.  Roberts  .... 

1963— 
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100  years  — A Picture  of  Life  and  Death 
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BIRTH  RATES 


Rates  per  1000 
Population 


Per  1000  Population 
Ten  Year  Averages 
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tes  Per  1000 
p.ulation 


DEATH  RATES 
Per  1000  Population 
Ten  Year  Averages 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 
Per  1000  Live  Births 
Ten  Year  Averages 
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STILLBIRTH  RATES 
Per  1000  Total  Births 
Ten  Year  Averages 
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PERINATAL  MORTALITY  KAT3S 
Per  1000  Total  Births 
Ten  Year  Averages 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATES 
Per  1000  Total  Births 
Ten  Year  Averages 
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ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATES 
Per  1000  Population 
Ten  Year  Averages 


Rates  Per 
100 

Population 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 
Per  1000  Illegitimate  Births 
Ten  Year  Averages 


Rates  Per 
1000 

Illegitimate 

Births 


88 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 
Per  1000  live  births 
1930  - 1939 


Rates  per 
1000 

live  births 
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PERINATAL  DEATH  RATES 
Per  1000  Total  Births 

I93O  - 1939 
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STILLBIRTH  RATES 
Per  1000  Total  Births 
1930  - 1939 
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maternal  mortality  rates 

Per  1000  Total  Birth;:; 

1930  - 1939 


Rates  Per 
1000 

Total  Births 


1939 
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DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES  AND  DIPHTHERIA 


Ten  Year  Totals 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
RECEIVED  IN  TEN  YEAR  PERIODS 
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ABSTRACTS  FROM  ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 

OF  HEALTH 


1883 

Dr.  John  Settle  : The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  were  in  the  pro- 
portion of  133  to  1000  births  ....  A still  further  reduction  of  infant  mortality 
would,  in  my  mind,  be  effected,  if  one  or  two  Creches  or  Day  Nurseries  were 
established  in  the  town.  With  benevolent  bodies  to  supervise,  these  nurseries 
would  prove  of  great  advantage  in  diminishing  the  suffering  and  disease  amongst 
infants,  which  result  from  the  mismanagement  and  neglect  of  mothers. 

1884 

Typhoid  and  Scarlet  Fever  : 236  cases  of  typhoid  with  19  deaths,  and  106 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  with  3 deaths,  were  reported. 

The  causation  of  the  fever  peculiar  to  one  Ward  of  the  Borough 

The  male  population,  for  the  most  part,  work  hard  at  high  temperatures,  and  in 
the  case  of  lodgers,  it  is  a common  thing  for  the  same  bedroom  to  be  occupied 
continuously  night  and  day  by  those  engaged  on  night  and  day  duty.  At  the  risk 
of  wounding  susceptibilities,  I record  my  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Ward,  both  male  and  female,  are  more  addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance  than 
obtains  in  any  other  Ward. 

Cholera  : In  obedience  to  instructions  and  regulations  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  relating  to  the  provision  for  cholera  cases,  if  imported, 
I reported  on  the  Walney  and  Powder  Magazine  sites  for  a Cholera  Hospital, 
but  nothing  further  was  done  in  this  direction. 

1885 

Scarlet  Fever  : The  disease  was  in  epidemic  form  more  or  less  throughout 

the  year I am  very  sorry  to  say  that  the  very  general  belief  which 

parents  have  that  all  children  are  sooner  or  later  sure  to  have  this  disease, 
exists  also  among  the  members  of  the  Health  Authority,  and  as  a consequence, 
we  have  to  record  in  1885  the  existence  of  502  cases  of  a fever  as  preventable 
as  smallpox,  of  which  principally  by  isolation  we  have  been  able  to  repel  repeated 
attacks  every  year  during  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years., 

I am  sure,  however,  in  future,  I shall  have  the  complete  sanction  of  the 
Health  Authority  to  put  in  force,  with  respect  to  this  disease,  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  in  order  that  the  inhabitants  of  our  Borough  might 
be  saved  the  amount  of  suffering  evidenced  by  the  fact  of  42  deaths  from,  and 
502  cases  of,  Scarletina  in  a single  year. 

Cholera  : In  view  of  the  possible  visitation  of  this  disease,  a suitable  site 
has  been  acquired  for  the  erection  of  a hospital  building,  which  could  be  accom- 
plished at  a day  or  two’s  notice. 

1886 

Measles  : This  disease  was  epidemic  during  the  earlier  months,  and  was  the 
cause  of  83  deaths.  312  cases  were  reported. 

I have  again  to  point  out  the  great  advisability  of  Public  Slaughter  Houses 
being  provided  for  the  Butchers  of  the  town  in  place  of  the  numerous  hutching 
places  at  present  existing.  Special  means  for  disinfection  of  clothing,  bedding, 
etc.,  and  the  safe  conveyance  of  the  same  is  also  much  required. 
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“ The  table  of  typhoid  cases  supplies  similar  evidence  to  that  which  has 
been  repeated  year  after  year  ....  that  Hindpool  is  the  Fever  Ward  of  the 
Borough.  Why  this  should  be  so,  1 have  as  regularly  pointed  out  in  my  reports 
as  the  3rear  came  round.  1 shall  here  simply  remark  that  Hindpool  suffers  from 
Typhoid  Fever.  Typhoid  Fever  is  a drainage  fever.  Hindpoobs  faulty  drainage 
is  the  cause  of  the  fever  from  which  it  suffers. 

The  order  occupied  by  the  various  Wards  from  the  point  of  the  greatest 
percentage  of  fever,  runs  thus  : Hindpool,  Newbarns,  Central,  Hawcoat,  Rams- 
den,  Yarlside,  Walney  and  Salthouse.  Salthouse  has  always  been  remarkably 
little  affected  by  Typhoid.  This  only  illustrates  what  is  found  true  by  sanitarians 
-that  in  an  undulating  district  with  a uniform  drainage,  the  people  inhabiting 
the  low-lying  parts  are  less  subject  to  fever  of  a Typhoid  character  than  are  those 
living  at  the  higher  elevation. 

1888 

Four  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Diphtheria.  The  number  of  cases 

of  the  disease  was  22,  as  against  40  for  the  year  immediately  preceding 

Most  of  the  cases  reported  were  very  mild  in  character,  and  as  a rule  not  dangerous 
except  m young  children,  in  whom  croupy  symptoms  are  apt  to  supervene. 
The  worst  case  I have  seen,  however,  occurred  at  45,  Salthouse  Road,  and  the 
conclusions  I drew  as  regards  its  causation  are  these.  That  the  child  had  been 
infected  by  a favourite  cat  which  had  been  destroyed  a few  days  before  my  visit, 
on  account  of  its  having  a running  at  the  nose  and  swelling  about  the  throat. 
The  child  had  nursed  the  cat  in  its  sickness,  and  I have  no  doubt  lost  her  own  life 
through  her  affection  for  her  pet.  So  virulent  wras  the  disease,  it  proved  fatal 
in  three  days. 

1889 

March  and  April  had  the  highest  number  of  deaths  in  the  year,  this  being  the 
result  of  an  epidemic  of  measles,  which  caused  24  deaths  in  the  former  month, 

and  39  in  the  latter This  disease  was  epidemic  during  March  and  April, 

and  was  again  introduced  from  the  Dalton  district  in  August.  It  was  the  cause 
of  89  deaths,  of  which  85  were  under  the  age  of  5 years. 

Whooping  Cough  was  the  cause  of  1 1 deaths,  against  24  for  the  year  pre- 
ceding. All  the  deaths  were  under  the  age  of  5 years. 

1890 

The  year  1890  marked  the  commencement  of  a considerable  degree  of 
activity  of  iron  and  steel  manufacture,  as  also  the  ship-building  trade  on  both 
of  which  the  prosperity  of  our  town  mainly  depends.  Along  with  this,  the  high 
rents  and  scarcity  of  house  accommodation  induced  a considerable  degree  of 
housefulness,  if  not  of  actual  here-and-there  over-crowding. 

Taking  6.965  as  the  average  population  per  house  (at  the  last  Imperial 
Census)  would  give  the  population  of  1890  at  58,318,  an  increase  over  the  year 
preceding  of  2,111  persons.  (There  being  8,373  houses  inhabited  in  July,  1890). 
This  may  be  toohigh  an  estimate,  but  it  is  founded  on  the  only  reasonable  and 
permissive  basis. 

On  1st  January,  1890,  the  general  Act  relating  to  the  reporting  of  infectious 
diseases  came  into  force,  the  Corporation  having  adopted  it  in  preference  to  the 
powers  already  possessed  by  the  town  under  their  Local  Act.  The  Imperial 
Measure  included  as  notifiable  : erysipelas,  membranous  croup,  relapsing  and 
continued  fever,  in  addition  to  those  embraced  by  the  Local  Act,  viz  : typhus, 
enteric  or  typhoid,  cholera,  smallpox,  diphtheria,  scarlatina  and  puerperal  fever. 
The  fee  for  reporting  each  case  was  increased  by  adapting  the  Imperial  Act  from 
l/6d.  to  2/6d. 
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The  principal  Zymotics,  those  belonging  to  the  miasmatic  order,  were 
accountable  for  125  deaths.  These  deaths  were  made  up  of : Measles  26, 
Scarlatina  8 ; Diphtheria  1 ; Whooping  Cough  48  ; Fevers  23  ; Diarrhoea  19. 

Respiratory  diseases,  including  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  pleurisy,  ac- 
counted for  177  deaths,  and  Phthisis  was  accountable  for  57  deaths. 

1891 

Typhus  : Three  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Typhus.  The  disease  first 
appeared  in  a filthy  and  crowded  house  at  18,  Fisher  Street  ; four  cases  were 
reported  to  me  from  that  address  as  continued  fever.  On  visiting  the  place,  I 
found  seven  (a  man  and  six  children)  down  with  what  I considered  to  be  Typhus. 
The  man  was  too  weak  to  be  removed,  but  the  children  were  taken  at  once  to  the 
Fever  Hospital.  On  the  following  day,  I had  removed  four  other  cases  of  the 
disease,  from  1,  Back  John  Street,  which  I may  say  had  been  reported  to  me  as 
Typhoid.  A few  days  after,  four  other  cases  were  discovered  at  24,  Scott  Street 
and  one  at  1,  Fisher  Place,  as  also  two  more  cases  at  18,  Fisher  Street.  In  all, 
eighteen  cases  were  isolated  in  hospital  from  the  four  addresses  given.  How  the 
disease  first  got  to  18,  Fisher  Street,  I could  not  discover,  but  the  other  cases  at 
Back  John  Street,  Scott  Street  and  Fisher  Place,  were  no  doubt  all  infected  from 
that  source.  The  houses  were  cleansed  and  disinfected  ; beds  and  bedding  were 
destroyed  or  disinfected,  and  a serious  outbreak  of  this  terrible  disease  was 
averted  at  this  point.  The  first  man  attacked,  and  two  other  cases  proved  fatal. 

Enteric,  Typhoid  and  Continued  Fevers  : Thirteen  deaths  were  registered 
as  due  to  Enteric  or  Typhoid,  and  two  to  Continued  Fever.  The  number  of 
cases  reported  was  of  the  former,  134  ; of  the  latter,  36.  Walney  District  had 

the  highest  rate  per  1,000,  viz.  4.7 and  instead  of  being  in  the  worst 

position,  as  without  exception  for  the  last  15  years  or  more,  Hmdpool  is  the 
lowest  on  the  list,  with  a rate  per  thousand  of  2.7. 

The  reason  for  this  change  in  the  fever  rate  of  Hindpool  is  not  far  to  seek. 
It  has  followed  immediately  upon  the  improvement  in  its  drainage  system. 
Those  streets  which  supplied  a great  portion  of  the  Typhoid  of  former  years,  and 
which  had  a drain  running  from  end  to  end  under  the  basements  of  the  houses, 
are  now,  since  the  removal  of  this  drain,  almost  free  from  fever. 

I have  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  clearing  away  of  certain  defects 

the  enforcement  of  a direct,  in  place  of  a hand  water  supply  to  water 

closets  in  cottages,  particularly  in  Hindpool the  purchase  of  the  miser- 

able cottage  property  in  Fisher  Place.  Another  year,  I hope  to  be  able  to  record 
the  demolition  of  the  old  and  obsolete  tenements  in  Fisher’s  Yard,  also. 

I have  to  express  my  regret  that  19  private  slaughterhouses  still  pollute  our 
sewers  and  endanger  health.  The  question  of  a Public  Abattoir  is  one  I should 
like  to  see  taken  up  shortly.  I also  intend  to  take  up  the  question  of  pigs  kept  on 
undrained  ground,  of  which  there  are  a large  number. 

1892 

Influenza  attacked  the  town  somewhat  severely  during  January  and 
February.  There  was  the  same  tendency  to  pulmonary  complications,  with 
great  prostration  and  tedious  convalescence.  It  shows  that  a previous  attack 
was  no  protection,  and  the  greatest  fatality  was  among  those  weakened  by  age  or 
other  diseases. 

Diarrhoea  : Twenty-eight  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  cause. 
Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  bottle-fed  infants,  having  mothers  whose  cleanliness 
was  on  about  a par  with  their  godliness — an  uncertain  quantity. 
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Typhus  Fever  is  a disease  which  is  comparatively  rare  in  our  modernly 
constructed  and  well  ventilated  town.  When  introduced,  the  manner  of  its 
introduction  has  usually  been  not  difficult  to  discover.  In  the  present  case, 
however,  the  explanation  of  its  causation  offered  very  serious  difficulties.  An 
old  man  was  knocked  down  in  the  street  by  an  aerated  water  cart.  I saw  him 
immediately  after  and  found  him  suffering  from  shock,  consequent  on  probable 
serious  internal  injuries.  I did  not  see  him  again  (he  being  attended  by  another 
medical  man)  for  five  days,  when,  receiving  a notification  that  he  was  suffering 
from  Typhus,  I again  saw  him  with  a view  to  having  so  dangerous  a disease 
isolated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  His  removal  however,  could  not  be 
effected  on  account  of  his  extreme  weakness.  In  fact,  he  was  sinking,  and  I 
believe  he  died  that  night. 

There  was  no  usual  or  ordinary  explanation  of  Typhus  in  this  case.  So  far 
as  I could  discover,  there  had  been  no  contact  with  any  other  case  or  of  material 
from  any  other  case  of  Typhus,  directly  or  indirectly.  In  my  report  to  your 
committee  at  the  time,  I had  to  confess  it  was  the  first  instance  I had  ever  known 
of  Typhus  Fever  being  caused  by  the  violent  contact  with  an  aerated  water  cart. 
There  was  no  further  spread  of  this  terribly  infectious  disease,  either  from  the 
patient  or  by  the  water  cart,  neither  did  I hear  of  any  action  for  damages  by  the 
relatives  of  the  one  against  the  owners,  or  of  any  Coroner’s  inquiry  into  the 
matter.  Everything  was  done  amicably  and  no  complaints  were  made. 

Some  sanitary  precautions  were  taken  at  the  house  where  the  man  died, 
but  the  fever-giving  effervescing  water  cart  was  allowed  to  disseminate  Typhus, 
or  soda  water,  at  its  own  sweet  will. 

Scarlatina  : The  town  was  visited  by  a serious  epidemic  of  Scarlatina. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  were  434,  and  the  fatal  cases,  8. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  : This  institution  has  received  but  two  patients 
during  the  year,  one  being  a case  of  Continued  Fever  from  the  ship  "Golden 
Horn,”  and  the  other  a case  of  Typhoid  from  the  Queen’s  Arms  Hotel  in  Rawlin- 
son  Street.  Both  got  well,  and  the  hospital  was  empty  on  the  31st  December. 

Port  Sanitary  Work  : Regulations  have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  1892,  imposing  additional  duties  on  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
with  respect  to  ships  infested  by  Cholera,  or  coming  from  any  Cholera-infected 
port,  or  conveying  aliens  in  a filthy  condition. 

I have  visited  six  steam  boats  and  a sailing  ship  under  these  regulations. 

I invariably  found  the  boats  in  a good  sanitary  condition,  and  the  crew 

healthy It  is  very  desirable,  however,  that  all  boats  from  infected 

ports  be  boarded  at  Piel,  and  not  allowed  to  pass  on  to  Ramsden  Dock  until 
medically  examined  and  found  well.  There  are  various  grounds  for  this  : firstly, 
in  case  of  Cholera  being  found,  the  boat  would  be  convenient  to  the  quarantine 
ground  and  the  patient  convenient  to  the  hospital.  Secondly,  the  emptying  of 
bilge  water,  or  of  infected  drinking  water,  or  any  fluids  whatever,  would  not  be 
attended  by  any-  danger  there,  which  would  hardly  be  the  case  in  a closed-in 
Dock.  Thirdly,  should  a boat  in  the  Ramsden  Dock  be  found  to  require  being 
placed  in  quarantine,  the  state  of  the  tide  and  possibly  of  wind,  might  prevent 
her  leaving  the  Dock  at  all  until  the  following  tide. 

The  hospital,  which  has  been  erected  on  Sheep  Island,  will  enable  cases 
of  Cholera  to  be  isolated  at  any  time,  but  I should  say  that  the  water  which 
exists  on  the  island,  although  good  and  plentiful  at  the  present,  would  very 
probably  give  out  in  a dry  season,  and  I therefore  recommend  the  laying  of 
pipes  to  supply  the  hospital  with  the  town’s  water,  to  obviate  the  want  of  pure 
water  in  the  time  of  need. 
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1893 

Infant  Mortality  : In  the  33  large  English  towns,  the  infant  mortality 
rate  was  181  per  1,000  ; so  that  our  rate  of  150  was  less  by  31  per  1,000.  The 
lowest  rates  in  those  towns  were  141  in  Bristol  and  Huddersfield,  and  the  highest 
263  per  1,000  in  Preston. 

Smallpox  : The  actual  number  of  cases  of  Smallpox  coming  to  our  know- 
ledge was  seven,  and  all  were  promptly  isolated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  The  first  importation  was  in  the  person  of  a child  aged  four  years, 
at  Murphy’s  Lodging  House.  The  father  had  been  tramping  the  country,  and 
from  town  to  town,  many  of  the  places  named  having  reported  cases  of  Small- 
pox. This  being  our  first  case,  the  father  was  taken  along  with  the  child  to  the 
Fever  Hospital  for  observation.  He  was  re-vaccinated,  and  did  not  develop 
Smallpox.  The  poor  child  had  not  been  vaccinated,  and  the  disease  took  on  a 
most  malignant  type.  It  proved  fatal  in  five  days.  The  other  cases  appeared, 
in  order  of  succession  : one  at  the  Workhouse,  in  a tramp  ; one  at  Fell’s  Lodging 
House,  in  a tramp  also  ; one  at  10,  Franklin  Street,  in  a child  ; two  at  8,  Coulton 
Street,  a married  couple  ; and  one,  a female,  at  60,  School  Street. 

With  the  exception  previously  named  (a  child  unvaccinated)  all  the  cases 
did  well  in  hospital  ; and  it  would  seem  that  vaccination,  with  careful  disinfec- 
tion at  the  infected  centres,  were  sufficient  in  preventing  any  spread  of  the 
disease. 

In  the  middle  of  January,  at  the  time  of  the  spread  of  Smallpox  in  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  enforce  Section  83  of  the 
Public  Health  Act.  This  section  was  also  put  in  operation  in  the  bordering 
health  authorities  of  Lancashire,  Westmorland  and  Cumberland,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, the  migration  of  tramps  was  pre-indicated  from  place  to  place. 

Scarlatina  : No  less  than  598  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  reported  during  the 
12  months.  The  number  of  deaths  was  14. 

I consider  that  true  Diphtheria (unconnected  with  any  such 

influence  as  the  Scarlatina  epidemic) a very  rare  disease  with  us. 

Membraneous  Croup,  in  my  opinion,  is  made  to  cover  a wide  range  of  throat 
conditions.  If  “ errors  of  diagnosis  ” could  claim  its  own,  it  would  diminish  the 
figures  under  both  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Port  Sanitary  Work  : Nothing  important  has  happened  in  connection  with 
this  work.  The  Cholera  Hospital  was  put  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  ready 
for  the  reception  and  the  care  of  patients  at  a few  hours’  notice.  Its  requirements 
however,  were  not  put  to  the  test,  as  Cholera,  or  the  Cholera  Microbe,  was  not 
found  to  have  entered  our  port. 

During  the  year  some  improvements  have  been  made  in  a sanitary  direction. 
The  clearing  away  of  old  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fisher’s  Yard  has 
improved  matters  in  that  locality.  Steady  progress  has  been  made  in  our 
drainage,  particularly  in  Hindpool,  and  in  the  supply  of  water  to  water  closets 
still  remaining  without  a continuous  supply. 

I also  recognise  the  acquisition  of  land  by  the  Corporation,  with  a view 
to  erecting  public  slaughter-houses  thereon,  as  a move  in  the  right  direction. 
This  will  make  the  detection  of  unsound  meat  very  much  easier,  as  every  carcase 
can  then  be  judged  by  the  evidence  of  its  own  internal  organs. 

1894 

Illegitimate  Children  : The  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  was  56. 
The  number  of  illegitimate  children  dying  under  the  age  of  5 years  was  22. 
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The  Zymotic  Class  : This  is  the  most  important  class  of  disease  of  all,  and  as 
a class  it  is  more  decidedly  affected  by  sound  sanitary  administration  than  any 
other.  The  most  important  diseases  under  this  heading  are  seven  in  number  ; 
their  names  and  the  number  of  deaths  under  each,  are  as  follows  : smallpox, 
none  ; measles,  36  ; scarlatina,  10  ; diphtheria,  18  ; whooping  cough,  4 ; 
fevers,  7 ; diarrhoea,  14. 

During  the  year,  151  vessels  of  all  descriptions  have  been  inspected,  nuisances 
remedied  and  fresh  drinking  water  supplied  when  it  was  considered  advisable. 

The  following  vessels  in  particular  were  found  to  be  in  an  unsanitary  con- 
dition : S.S.  “ Mondavia,”  from  Regia  ; S.S.  “ Dariel  ” from  Batoum  ; S.S. 
“ Cumbrian  ” from  Norway  ; Sailing  Ship  “ Reciprocity,”  from  New  Brunswick  ; 
S.S.  “ River  Avon  ” from  Russia  ; S.S.  “ Eglinton  ” from  Cork.” 

1895 

Births  : The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  1,625,  being 
more  by  105  than  for  the  year  preceding,  lire  birth  rates  stand  at  30.51  per 
1 ,000  of  population.  The  birth  rate  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  30.3 
per  1,000  population.  Our  birth  rate  would  stand  higher  than  it  does  if  the 
married  men  from  Scotland  had  their  wives  here,  whilst  the  rate  in  Glasgow  and 
Greenock  would  be  correspondingly  less. 

Illegitimate  Children  : The  number  of  children  born  out  of  wedlock  was  39. 
The  number  of  illegitimate  children  who  died  under  the  age  of  5 years  was  18. 
Proportion  of  deaths  to  births  in  illegitimate  children,  46.1  per  cent.  Proportion 
of  deaths  in  wedlock-born  children,  26.7  per  cent.  The  reason  for  this  high 
mortality  in  illegitimate-born  children  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  mother,  unmarried 
without  a house  of  her  own,  and  compelled  to  work  for  her  own  living,  is  unable  to 
suckle  her  infant.  It  is,  therefore,  left  to  be  attended  by  strangers,  who  give  the 
child  what  may  be  going,  or  frequently,  sour  milk  from  an  uncommonly  unclean 
bottle.  No  wonder,  then,  that  these  children  exhibit  a high  mortality.  Per- 
centage of  illegitimate  births  to  legitimate  was  2.4 — a low  percentage  as  com- 
pared with  other  towns. 

Erysipelas  : There  were  80  notifications  and  two  deaths  from  this  disease. 
I remarked  on  a previous  occasion  that  to  my  mind,  the  notification  of  this  disease 
was  of  no  benefit  to  anyone  except  the  notiher,  and  I am  still  of  this  opinion. 

John  Halifax,  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  : Public  Bakehouses  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  made  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the  Public 
Bakehouse  Acts.  Many  of  these  bakehouses  emit  a quantity  of  black  smoke. 
This  occurs  in  the  old-fashioned  furnaces,  unprovided  with  smoke  consumers. 

1896 

Tubercular  Diseases 

A still  more  important  matter,  however,  is  our  milk  supply.  Milk  is  one  of 
the  most  certain  means  by  which  infection  is  conveyed,  and  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  milk  from  tuberculous  cows  should  not  be  consumed.  This 
necessitates  a very  careful  inspection  of  dairies  and  cow  sheds,  and  of  the  animals 
themselves.  It  would  be  difficult  to  detect  all  cases  of  animals  affected,  but  the 
most  dangerous  form  of  the  disease  in  the  cow  is  when  the  udder  is  affected,  and 
these  can  easily  be  detected.  Injecting  the  animals  with  Tuberculin  is  a measure 
carried  out  in  some  towns,  and  this  is,  perhaps,  the  surest  means  of  detecting  the 
Tuberculous  animal.  On  the  other  hand  a Consumptive  patient  is  a source  of 
danger  to  the  community.  The  expectoration  of  such  a person,  when  allowed  to 
dry,  is  blown  about,  and  in  this  way  can  enter  the  lungs  of  others.  All  con- 
sumptive persons  should  avoid  spitting  in  public  places  and  only  spit  into  suitable 
receptacles  or  into  rags  which  can  be  burnt, 
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The  “ Clan.  Sinclair  ” came  into  port  with  sixteen  cases  of  Beri-Beri  on  board, 
all  Lascars.  Three  cases  died,  and  I had  the  rest  taken  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  where  one  chronic  case  died,  but  the  rest  improved  and  were  eventually 
sent  home  to  Bombay. 

Another  steamer,  the  “ Knight  Errant,”  was  also  found  to  have  her  Lascar 
crew  affected  by  the  same  disease,  but  in  a milder  form. 

1897 

Small  Pox  : I have  not  had  to  deal  with  this  disease  for  some  years.  Under 
the  existing  vaccination  laws,  primary  vaccination  is  very  satisfactory  in  our 
Borough.  Should  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Commons  become  law,  I am 
afraid  I shall  have  another  tale  to  tell  in  future  years,  and  the  confidence  which  I 
have  hitherto  possessed  in  being  able  to  ward  oh  all  attacks  of  Small-Pox  will  be 
entirely  lost.  They  do  these  things  much  better  on  the  Continent,  especially  in 
Germany. 

1898 

The  year  under  consideration  as  regards  our  town  has  been  remarkable 
for  the  stimulation  of  its  manufacturers,  particularly  of  Shipbuilding.  And 
this  stimulation  in  trade  and  work  has  brought  about  a determination  in  this 
direction  of  workmen  with  their  wives  and  children,  producing  a crowding  up 
of  dwellings,  because  the  building  of  new  houses  fell  a long  way  behind  the 
demand  for  them.  The  increase  in  houses  occupied  from  July  in.  the  preceding 
year  was  136.  These  were  not  all  new  houses,  however,  as  there  were  40  less 
houses  untenanted  in  1898  than  in  1897.  The  great  demand  for  houses,  however, 
has  been  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  and  a goodly  number  of  houses  have 
been  built  to  meet,  although  in  a very  inadequate  way,  that  demand.  The  popul- 
ation of  56,413  I have  estimated  in  my  usual  way  by  multiplying  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  July  by  the  average  house  population  of  the  immediate 
preceding  census  : this  estimate  is  probably  considerably  below  the  true  average 
population  for  the  year  simply  on  account  of  the  more  or  less  crowding  of  every 
working-man’s  house. 

Measles 

This  disease  was  epidemic  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  did 
not  finally  leave  us  until  May.  The  disease  spread  all  over  the  Borough,  and  was 
the  cause  of  67  deaths.  The  closure  of  schools  probably  did  some  good,  but  the 
epidemic  was  more  severe  and  fatal  than  we  have  had  it  for  some  time.  I re- 
ported fully  on  this  epidemic  of  Measles  on  the  25th  May. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

I always  look  on  these  two  diseases  as  one  so  far  as  etiology  is  concerned. 
There  were  21  notifications  and  4 deaths.  For  true  Diphtheria  this  fatality  is 
very  low,  but  I have  not  heard  of  any  bacteriological  verification  of  any  of  the 
cases  reported. 

Tuberculosis 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  Consumptive  diseases,  as  Phthisis,  Tubes 
Mesenterica,  Tubercular  Meningitis,  Wasting  Diseases  of  children,  and  all  other 
Tubercular  affections.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  35,  wasting 
diseases  of  infants,  56,  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  28,  making  a grand  total  of 
119  deaths  from  the  different  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  This  makes  a rate  per 
1,000  of  2.1 
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Owing  to  improved  hygienic  surroundings  and  better  sanitary  conditions  in 
towns  the  death-rate  from  Phthisis  has  diminished  considerably  of  late  years 
throughout  the  country,  but  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 
The  discovery  of  the  bacillus  of  Tubercle  took  place  by  Koch  in  1883,  and  this 
it  was  which  pointed  in  what  direction,  action  should  be  taken  in  the  prevention 
and  cure  of  Tuberculosis. 

As  regards  the  treatment  of  Phthisis,  great  attention  has  been  lately  given 
to  it,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Sanatoria  for  practical  outdoor  treatment  have 
been  advocated,  and  associations  formed  for  promoting  this  object. 

It  is  with  the  prevention,  however,  of  Tuberculosis  that  we  have  particularly 
to  deal.  In  the  past  it  was  considered  that  the  offspring  of  Tuberculous  parents 
almost  necessarily  inherited  the  disease.  We  now  know  that  if  the  Tubercle 
Bacillus  be  kept  away  from  such  a person  he  cannot  become  Tubercular.  It  is 
not  impossible  for  him  to  resist  the  bacillus  under  favourable  conditions.  Give 
him  a house  to  live  in  built  on  dry  ground,  airy  and  well  ventilated,  dry  and  well 
lighted  by  the  sun  in  every  part  ; let  him  live  as  much  as  he  can  in  the  open  air, 
and  his  organism  will  probably  be  able  to  destroy  the  bacillus,  however  intro- 
duced. 

On  the  other  hand  people  who  live  in  houses  built  on  damp  clayey  soils, 
closely  packed,  ill-ventilated  and  badly  lighted — and  let  them  be  crowded 
together  and  dirty — under  such  conditions  would  fall  victims  to  the  Tubercle 
Bacillus,  although  originally  they  might  have  no  hereditary  predisposition  to  the 
disease. 

Hereditary  influence,  therefore,  has  much  less  to  do  with  Consumption,  and 
even  less  with  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  than  is  usually  supposed. 

The  milk  of  the  cow  : This  animal  being  very  liable  to  Tuberculosis,  is  no 
doubt  the  cause  of  a great  amount  of  this  disease  in  infants,  and  in.  sick  or  delicate 
people  who  partake  of  milk  more  particularly  as  an  article  of  diet.  It  is  probably 
in  this  way  for  the  most  part  that  Tuberculosis  of  the  Bowels  and  Tubercular 
Meningitis  are  produced  in  infants. 

1899 

Property  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation 

Numerous  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  owing  to 
insanitary  conditions,  which  were  afterwards  altered  to  my  satisfaction.  The 
block  of  buildings  in  Hindpool  Road,  known  as  the  Custom  House  Buildings,  were 
however,  totally  condemned,  owing  to  their  structural  character,  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  The  worst  class  of  people  have  always  lived  there,  and  what 
with  the  unfitness  of  the  buildings  as  an  agglomeration,  of  tenements,  the  dirty 
character  of  the  tenants  made  the  whole  block  a constant  nuisance. 

1900 

Small  Pox 

A case  of  this  disease  was  brought  to  my  surgery  on  the  5th  November  by 
Dr.  Anderson.  This  was  a young  man  living  at  15,  Sutherland  Street,  who  had 
come  from  Glasgow  about  a week  before,  feeling  unwell.  He  was  removed  at 
once  to  Hospital,  where  he  ran  a mild  course.  The  bedding  was  destroyed,  and  the 
rooms  disinfected.  The  other  inmates  of  the  house  were  re-vaccinated,  except 
the  landlord,  Allan,  who  refused.  Fourteen  days  later  he  was  removed  to  Hos- 
pital with  the  eruption  of  Smallpox  on  his  body.  No  other  case  appeared  as  a 
consequence  of  these,  but  on  the  8th  November,  Smallpox  was  reported  at  20, 
Mount  Pleasant.  It  was  night,  and  the  case  was  immediately  removed.  This 
afterwards  proved  to  be  a case  of  bad  Chickenpox  only. 
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Port  Sanitary  Work 

The  existence  of  Plague  in  certain  foreign  ports  induced  me  to  examine  all 
boats  from  abroad.  This  meant  on  an  average  three  boats  a week,  being  mostly 
from  Spain  with  iron  ore.  The  only  case  arising  out  of  these  inspections  was 
one  of  Malarial  Fever  in  the  barque  “ Barona,”  from  South  America. 

The  Plague  in  Glasgow  brought  the  danger  very  near.  1 visited  Glasgow  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  disease  on  the  spot.  1 visited  Belvedere 
Hospital  and  saw  the  actual  cases.  I visited  the  slums  where  the  outbreak 
occurred,  and  was  shown  the  measures  taken  to  eradicate  the  disease.  By 
arrangements  with  the  Customs  1 was  enabled  to  board  the  boats  from  Glasgow 
immediately  on  their  arrival  night  or  day.  No  case  occurred,  and  the  capabil- 
ities of  our  Plague  Hospital  have  not  been  put  to  any  test. 

Tune  Deep,  the  site  of  our  mooring  station  for  vessels  of  larger  tonnage, 
has,  I am  happy  to  say,  not  been  required.  The  inconveniences,  particularly  in 
winter,  would  be  terrible. 

Infectious  Hospitals 

Our  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  has  done  duty  for  all  forms  of  infectious 
diseases  for  more  than  twenty  years.  It  is  small,  being  only  one  pavilion, 
and  erected  of  wood.  I have  condemned  it  as  unsuitable  to  have  more  than  one 
dangerous  infectious  disease  within  it  at  once. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  have  a smaller  and  more  primitive  hospital  on  Sheep 
Island,  intended  for  the  treatment  of  plague.  Neither  of  these  are  worthy  of 
our  town  and  port.  The  want  of  a proper  Hospital  cripples  my  desire  to  isolate 
as  many  cases  as  is  desirable  of  the  more  dangerous  infectious  diseases. 

I should  like  also  for  our  Corporation  to  supply  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Serum, 
free  of  charge,  to  poor  persons  who  could  not  otherwise  afford  to  pa}^  for  this 
treatment.  This  is  done  by  many  towns. 

I should  like  to  see  also  a Sterilized  Milk  supply  instituted. 

This  has  been  tried  with  success  at  St.  Helens  under  the  superintendence  of 
Dr.  Harris.  Might  I suggest  that  the  Health  Committee  appoint  a deputation  to 
visit  St.  Helens  to  examine  and  report  on  the  working  of  the  system  there. 

1901 

Small  Pox 

The  Town  may  be  congratulated  on  being  spared  the  infliction  of  an  epidemic 
of  this  fearful  disease.  A new  Smallpox  Hospital  is  to  be  erected  of  such  a 
character  and  in  such  a position  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  As  to  our  present  Hospital,  I have  condemned  it  as  unsafe  for  the 
treatment  of  any  other  form  of  infectious  disease. 

As  to  vaccination,  six  of  the  cases  were  unvaccinated,  and  two  were  very  bad 
cases  indeed,  whilst  all  were  severe.  The  vaccinated  cases,  on  the  other  hand, 
wrere  very  mild.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  excellent  infant  vaccination  of 
our  town  is  its  greatest  protection  against  Smallpox,  and  it  is  equally  clear 
that  if  infant  vaccination,  as  also  a re-vaccination  between  10  and  12  years  of 
age,  were  thoroughly  performed,  Smallpox  w'ould  disappear  and  the  great  expen- 
diture on  Smallpox  Hospitals  would  be  unnecessary.  When  I say  thoroughly 
performed,  I mean  with  the  results  which  are  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  from  Public  Vaccinators.  One  mark  vaccination  may  please  the  mother, 
but  it  does  not  protect  the  child.  It  moreover  perpetuates  a fraud  and  con- 
stitutes a serious  danger  to  the  community.  The  Government  ought  today  down 
that  no  child  should  be  declared  vaccinated  unless  with  at  least  three  fair  marks 
or  a cicatrix  of  similar  capacity. 
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1902 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

Since  my  last  report,  a Smallpox  Hospital  for  16  beds  has  been  erected  at 
Raikes  Moor.  Our  original  Hospital,  above  the  Cemetery,  still  stands.  It  has 
been  decided  by  the  Health  Committee  that  the  old  building  be  utilised  for 
Smallpox,  should  we  be  invaded  by  that  disease,  and  that  in  the  meantime,  pend- 
ing the  erection  of  a new  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  that  our  new  Hospital  be 
used  for  diseases  other  than  Smallpox.  In  agreeing  to  this,  I only  do  so  as  a 
very  temporary  expedient,  as  it  is  quite  unsuited  to  more  than  one  disease  at  a 
time,  and  I still  urge  upon  the  Committee  the  necessity  of  losing  no  time  in 
erecting  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  worthy  of  our  town.  Our  present 
arrangement  that  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  other  than  Smallpox  be  taken  to 
High  Carley  Hospital  in  the  Ulverston  Local  Board  District  should  not  be 
allowed  to  exist  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

By  using  our  new  building  for  Scarlatina  it  will  still  be  necessary  to  send 
Typhoid  and  Diphtheria  to  High  Carley.  These  arrangements  are  evidence  of  the 
necessity  for  a new  building  and  for  the  reputation  of  the  town,  as  well  as  the 
good  of  the  infectious  sick,  and  I hope  the  want  will  be  supplied  at  no  distant  date. 

Dwellings  Condemned 

During  the  past  year  five  dwellings  were  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  viz  : 
Dwelling  Houses,  No.  4,  Arthur  Street,  Ivy  Cottage,  White  House,  Greengate, 
and  two  temporary  Bungalows  on  Walney  Island.  Also  a half-decker  boat  oc- 
cupied by  an  old  man,  George  Braithwaite,  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  Two  of  these  were  afterwards  re-occupied,  having  been  cleansed 
and  otherwise  made  habitable. 

1903 

Math  respect  to  Common  Lodging  Houses,  I am  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with 
what  we  have  in  the  Borough.  The  new  Working  Men’s  Home  in  Dalton  Road, 
which  was  built  for  the  purpose  and  called  “ The  Model,”  has  never  been  a model 
in  any  decent  sense.  Taking  into  account  the  character  of  the  rooms  and 
passages,  the  ventilation,  and  the  number  and  arrangement  of  beds,  there  is 
decided  overcrowding.  Anything  more  likely  to  lower  vitality  and  breed  Tuber- 
culosis and  other  diseases  of  debility,  I cannot  imagine. 

Scally’s  in  Crellin  Street,  is  even  more  unsuitable,  and  is  a hot-bed  and 
breeder  of  depravity. 

Fell’s  in  Buccleuch  Street,  is  the  cleanest  and  best  conducted  house  of  the 
lot,  but  it  is  equally  structurally  faulty. 

Murphy’s  in  Back  Dalton  Road,  has  only  a miserable  back  door  entrance, 
and  a back-door  character  altogether. 

For  the  goocTbf  the  general  health,  and  of  the  poor  but  honest  working  man 
seeking  employment,  as  well  as  on  the  broad  ground  of  humanity  and  morality,  I 
urge  upon  the  Health  Authority  of  this  Borough  the  desirability  of  taking  up  this 
question  of  a Municipal  Lodging  House.  Might  I suggest  the  formation  of  a 
Sub-Committee,  who  could  visit  these  places  and  see  for  themselves  how  these 
men,  and  women  too,  are  herded  together  ? 

The  evidences  from  Scally’s,  etc.,  go  to  show  that  a municipally  conducted 
house  would  pay  financially,  and  in  addition  I am  sure  it  would  always  pay 
hygienically,  morally,  and  in  every  good  sense. 
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A death-rate  of  11.5  per  1,000  persons  living  is  remarkable.  An  infantile 
death-rate  of  99  per  1,000  children  born  is  still  more  remarkable.  These  results 
are  no  doubt  mainly  attributable  to  our  broad  front  and  back  streets,  and  con- 
sequently the  free  circulation  of  air  which  takes  place  ; to  our  free  water 
carriage  of  sewage,  and  generally  to  the  modern  character  of  our  town.  But  we 
must  not  rest  satisfied  with  what  we  have  done.  Other  things  are  essential,  (a)  We 
must  have  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  to  meet  all  requirements  ; (b)  a 
Public  Disinfector,  to  purify  all  contaminated  material  ; (c)  a Municipal 

Lodging-House,  where  the  decent  seeker  for  work  can  be  treated  as  a human 
being.  Without  these  we  cannot  claim  to  have  done  what  is  required  of  us  in 
the  cause  of  health,  vitality  and  long  life. 

1904 

Midwives’  Act,  1902 

During  the  year  one  registered  Midwife  lost  her  licence  for  being  drunk  when 
in  charge  of  one  of  her  cases.  I have  visited  most  of  the  others  to  examine  them, 
their  case  books  and  bag  of  appliances,  with  unsatisfactory  general  results.  Few 
of  them  understand  their  rules.  Some  are  unable  to  write  sufficiently  to  keep  a 
book,  and  few  understand  the  instruments  of  their  calling.  When  my  inquiries 
are  completed,  I shall  advise  my  Committee  as  to  what  should  be  done  to  improve 
the  Midwife  generally. 


1905 

Puerperal  Fever 

Five  cases  were  notified  and  the  deaths  were  four.  One  Midwife  was  ordered 
by  me  to  keep  from  attending  any  cases  for  a month,  as  two  cases  in  direct 
succession  had  occurred  in  her  practice.  I believe  she  faithfully  carried  out  my 
commands  as  regards  disinfection  of  her  clothing,  etc. 

Lady  Health  Visitor 

I have  the  highest  opinion  of  the  usefulness  of  these  Officers.  They  have 
been  adopted  largely  in  other  towns,  and,  I believe,  with  universal  good  results. 
Their  educational  effect  on  mothers  just  comes  in  where  the  male  Inspector 
stops,  and  they  are  thereby  calculated  to  diminish  wasting  diseases,  Tubercle 
and  Diarrhoea,  which  are  so  fatal  to  our  infant  population.  With  the  falling  birth 
rate  which  affects  us,  as  it  does  the  whole  country,  and  with  a stationary  infant 
rate,  it  behoves  us  to  strive  to  alter  such  a state  of  things,  and  a Woman  Health 
Visitor,  than  whom  no  one  can  get  so  well  within  the  inner  life  of  our  working- 
class  mothers,  is  the  very  thing,  in  my  mind,  to  do  it.  Mothers  lose  their  infants 
by,  out  of  ignorance,  giving  them  milk  polluted  in  dirty  bottles  or  tubes.  From 
the  same  cause  they  give  them  food  which  is  impossible  for  their  stomachs. 
They  have  no  ideas  of  pure  air  or  cleanliness,  and  a Health  Visitor  will,  I believe, 
go  a long  way  to  alter  all  these  things,  because  she  will  employ  the  more  success- 
ful means  of  the  suaviter  in  modo,  rather  than  the  fortiter  in  re  of  the  general 
Sanitary  Officer. 

A Health  Visitor  with  a qualification  in  Midwifery  would  be  also  useful 
in  looking  after  and  instructing  Midwives.  The  disinfection  of  all  houses  where 
infectious  disease  has  existed  takes  up  a great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  Inspectors, 
and  the  addition  of  a Health  Visitor  would  fairly  supply  the  want. 
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1906 

We  were  without  a visitation  of  Smallpox  during  the  year.  In  case  of  its 
introduction  our  greatest  safety  would  lie  in  the  satisfactory  state  of  Vaccination  ; 
the  returns  would  compare  favourably  with  the  best  vaccinated  towns  in  the 
country. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

This  disease  in  epidemic  form  recently  visited  Belfast  and  Glasgow,  and  there 
has  been  a good  deal  of  paper  emotionalism  as  a consequence.  In  the  meantime, 
I have  asked  my  medical  brethren  to  let  me  know  of  any  case  which  might 
appear  in  their  practice.  I do  not  anticipate  any  serious  danger  to  our  town 
from  this  disease,  because  we  are  a modern-built  town  without  slums.  This 
disease,  like  Typhus,  breeds  in  an  environment  of  bad  ventilation,  dirt  and 
depravity. 

1907  School  Hygiene 

The  recent  Education  Act  has  made  it  incumbent  on  all  Education  Authori- 
ties to  carry  out  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children.  As  regards  our  Borough, 
I have  reported  to  the  Education  Authority  on  the  whole  subject,  and  what  I 
conceived  to  be  the  best  way  of  carrying  it  out.  So  far,  the  latter  now  rests  with 
the  Education  Authority.  If  the  matter  is  worked  in  accordance  with  the  tenor 
of  the  memorandum  of  the  Central  Authority,  the  Act  cannot  fail  to  develop  an 
improvement  in  the  stamina  of  the  race.  Experience  and  a proper  spirit  is  all 
that  is  wanted.  In  most  towns,  a school  nurse  has  been  appointed,  and  the  work 
cannot  be  completely  beneficial  without  such  an  officer.  For  many  years  I have 
been  asking  for  a female  Health  Officer  in  vain.  Under  another  name,  the 
Education  Act  emphasizes  the  necessity  for  such  an  officer. 

1908  Illegitimacy 

Children  born  out  of  wedlock  numbered  47  and  13  children  born  illegitimate 
died  within  twelve  months  of  birth.  In  these  the  death  rate  per  1,000  births 
is  276.  In  children  born  in  wedlock,  the  rate  per  1,000  is  107. 

In  France,  the  State  looks  after  their  illegitimate  children,  when  required, 
and  the  State  is  a good  foster  mother.  They  make  good  soldiers  for  France, 
and  they  would  make  good  soldiers  and  sailors  for  us,  and  for  imperial  and  other 
useful  purposes  they  are  quite  worth  keeping  alive.  They  die  from  neglect, 
necessary  neglect,  not  from  innate  weakness.  A little  milk,  keeping  warm,  and 
cleanliness  is  all  they  want. 

1909  Sewerage 

The  drainage  of  the  town  presented  some  difficulties  at  first  because  of 
its  low  elevation.  These  have  been  overcome  by  largely  adopting  the  double 
system  of  sewerage,  with  pumping  arrangements  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  delivery. 
The  drainage  of  cellars  in  the  lower  lying  parts  has  been  met  in  this  way.  The 
later  erection  of  some  1500  houses  on  Walney  was  considered  best  to  be  drained 
by  the  help  of  septic  tanks.  The  whole  of  the  drainage  of  the  town  is  deposited 
in  different  parts  of  the  Walney  Channel.  Some  complaints  have  been  made  of 
smells,  particularly  by  the  Walney  people,  arising  from  the  tanks  or  the  shore 
of  the  Channel.  I have  not  been  able  to  verify  these  complaints.  The  con- 
sumption of  shellfish  from  the  shore  may  cause  Typhoid  sometimes  in  those  people 
who  eat  them,  particularly  if  eaten  raw,  but  I don’t  believe  there  is  any  other 
sickness  caused  by  any  possible  smell  from  the  Channel  shore. 
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1911  Diphtheria 

139  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  34  deaths  were  registered  as  due 
to  this  infectious  illness.  A feature  of  the  disease  was  that  more  notifications 
were  received  during  school  holidays  than  whilst  the  schools  were  open,  indicating 
that  other  factors  exist  for  propagating  an  epidemic  than  the  much  blamed 
schools.  Probably  indiscriminate  visiting  to  and  from  infected  houses  has 
much  to  do  with  the  spread  of  an  epidemic.  During  the  year  the  Sanitary 
Authority  resolved  to  supply  anti-diphtheritic  serum  free  for  the  poorer  inhabi- 
tants, and  this  has  been  largely  taken  advantage  of.  Comparatively  large  doses 
of  the  serum  have  been  encouraged,  and  your  Medical  Officer’s  experience  is  that 
large,  and  in  some  cases,  what  appears  to  be  heroic  doses  have  been  the  means  of 
saving  life,  and  in  at  least  two  cases  have  saved  the  patient  from  tracheotomy. 

1912  Bacteriological  Laboratory 

During  1913  a Bacteriological  Laboratary  will  be  in  working  order  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Devonshire  Road,  when  it  is  hoped  that  the  Widal  Test  for 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  throat  “ swabs  ” from  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria  will 
be  examined,  and  a monthly  bacteriological  examination  of  the  Borough’s  water 
supply  will  be  carried  out.  It  will  entail  extra  work,  but  I consider  it  will  be 
time  well  spent. 

1912  Hospital  Accommodation 

This  is  provided  for  by  three  hospitals,  viz  : — 

Devonshire  Road 

This  was  erected  as  a temporary  building,  with  accommodation  for  22 
patients.  It  is  composed  of  a central  administrative  block  built  of  brick,  with 
two  wings  constructed  of  wood.  Only  two  diseases  can  be  safely  treated  at  the 
same  time,  and  it  is  used  for  the  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 
An  extension  of  a permanent  character  is  under  consideration,  which  wall  be  part 
of  a permanent  hospital  on  the  same  site,  has  received  approval  of  the  Council, 
and  will  be  proceeded  with,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

Raikes  Moor  Smallpox  Hospital 

This  is  a corrugated  iron  building  giving  accommodation  for  16  cases.  One 
case  of  Smallpox  was  treated  in  the  hospital,  since  its  erection,  during  the  Autumn 
of  1911. 

Sheep  Island  Quarantine  Hospital 

This  is  a building  on  an  island  in  the  Walney  Channel,  and  is  provided  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  ships  arriving  in  the  Port  with  cases  of  Plague,  Cholera, 
or  Yellow  Fever  on  board.  So  far  as  I can  make  out,  only  one  case  of  suspected 
plague  has  been  isolated  there,  and  I believe  the  case  eventually  turned  out  to  be  a 
case  of  venereal  bubo. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  at  present  the  accommodation  provided  is  22  beds 
for  general  infectious  diseases  and  16  beds  for  Smallpox,  which  is  short  of  the 
requirements  on  the  basis  of  one  bed  per  1 ,000  population  for  general  infectious 
illnesses.  The  provision  for  Smallpox  is  in  excess  of  the  requirements  for  that 
disease  on  the  basis  of  one  bed  for  10,000  of  population. 

Medical  inspection  would  be  more  valuable  if  it  could  be  held  under  quieter 
conditions  than  can  be  obtained  in  a classroom.  It  is  impossible  to  examine  a 
chest  properly  in  a noisy  school,  and  a heavy  strain  is  put  on  the  Medical  Examin- 
er, which  is  good  neither  for  himself  nor  the  child. 
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The  provision  of  an  open  air  school  is  a matter  which  might  be  considered 
by  the  Education  Authority.  There  are  a number  of  cases  of  defective  nutrition 
due  to  constitutional  causes,  which  may  ultimately  become  tubercular,  which 
would  benefit  by  attendance  at  such  a school. 

1914 

Barrow  is  fortunate  in  having  the  Walney  Channel  as  an  outfall  for  its  sewage. 
The  reasons  for  this  may  be  stated  briefly  as  follows  : — 

The  volume  of  water  in  the  Channel  is  a very  considerable  one,  and  it  is 
continually  in  motion,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  one  hour  in  twelve,  the 
range  for  a spring  tide  being  as  much  as  28  feet,  and  for  a neap  tide  14  feet. 
There  is  a considerable  scour,  both  during  ebb  and  flood,  which  tends  to  keep  the 
Channel  sweet  and  clean,  and  carry  all  deleterious  matter  away  to  sea  very  quick- 
ly. 

The  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the  Borough,  with  the  exception  of  that  from  the 
two  model  villages,  Vickerstown  North  and  South,  on  Walney  Island,  is  dis- 
charged into  the  Channel  in  a crude  state.  That  from  Vickerstown  North  and 
and  South  is  first  of  all  liquified  in  septic  tanks  before  being  discharged  ; there 
has  been  no  complaint  of  any  nuisance  arising  from  the  discharge  of  sewage  into 
the  Walney  Channel. 

1916 

Two  important  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  year  to  make  Medical 
Inspection  something  more  than  the  disheartening  finding  of  defects  for  which  no 
remedy  is  provided,  namely  the  appointment  of  a fully  qualified  Ophthalmic 
Surgeon  for  refraction  work  and  the  prescriptions  of  the  suitable  correcting 
lenses,  which  will  be  supplied  on  contract  by  a local  firm.  It  is  hoped  that  those 
who  can  afford  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  providing  glasses  for  their  child- 
ren will  do  so,  as  they  can  be  assured  that  they  will  receive  the  best  treatment 
possible,  and  that  in  future  there  will  be  no  necessity  to  make  expensive  journeys 
to  Manchester  or  elsewhere.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  Eld- 
wick  Sanatorium  School,  near  Bingley,  Yorkshire,  for  the  treatment  of  such 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  are  suitable  for  Sanatorium  treatment. 

1917  Infant  Mortality 

The  Infant  Mortality,  or  the  rate  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
per  1,000  births,  shews  a slight  increase  as  compared  with  1916.  198  infant 

deaths  occurred  in  1917,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  97.8  per  1,000,  an 
increase  of  15.8  per  1,000  compared  with  1916,  and  a decrease  of  8.0  per  1,000 
when  compared  with  the  five  preceding  years. 

A satisfactory  feature  from  the  Table  of  Infant  Mortality  is  that,  contrary 
to  last  year,  LESS  than  half  the  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life,  namely  85.  Of  those  85,  56  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life.  The 
great  causes  were  Premature  Birth,  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus,  38  of  the 
56  deaths  being  certified  as  clue  to  those  causes.  These  are  the  causes  which  can 
only  be  dealt  with  through  ante-natal  work  and  the  provision  of  advice  and 
treatment  for  expectant  mothers.  It  will  also  be  observed  that  48  deaths  were 
caused  by  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  and  that  44  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
children  after  surviving  the  first  month  of  life.  I am  still  of  opinion  that  some  of 
these  deaths  may  have  been  due  to  unthinkingly  exposing  an  unnecessarily  large 
area  of  the  infants'  skin  in  cold  surroundings.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
complex  heat  regulating  nerve  centre  is  not  developed  in  the  new-born  infant,  but 
that  the  process  of  development  is  gradual  and  until  this  control  is  established  the 
infant  is  more  or  less  a cold-blooded  animal  whose  body  heat  rises  and  falls  with 
the  temperature  of  its  surroundings. 
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1918  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 

A dental  clinic  is  urgently  needed,  as,  judging  from  observations  made  at 
the  routine  medical  inspection,  about  75  per  cent  of  the  children  examined 
require  dental  treatment. 

1921  Lectures 

A series  of  lectures  were  delivered  by  the  Superintendent  Nurse  and  the 
Health  Visitors  and  other  ladies,  at  the  various  Centres  during  the  year,  dealing 
with  every  phase  of  maternity  and  child  welfare  ; and  a special  lecture  on  “ The 
Care  of  the  Teeth  ” was  given  by  the  Dental  Officer  (Mr.  W.  Harvie  Kerr).  It  is 
believed,  judging  by  the  appreciation  with  which  these  lectures  are  received,  that 
much  good  is  done  thereby. 

1921  Maternity  Home 

An  important  development  of  the  Borough  scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  occurred  on  Thursday,  August  18th,  when  a Maternity  Home  with 
accommodation  for  seven  beds  was  opened  at  the  premises  situated  in  Abbey 
Road,  and  known  as  “ Risedale.” 

The  circumstances  leading  up  to  the  establishment  of  this  Home  might  briefly 
be  detailed.  During  the  period  of  the  Great  War  the  need  of  some  place  where 
cases  of  confinement  could  be  attended  to  with,  at  least,  ordinary  decency,  was 
continually  being  emphasised.  Owing  to  the  congestion  in  the  town,  these 
cases  could  not  be  adequately  dealt  with  in  the  homes  of  the  people.  The  Local 
Government  Board  (now  the  Ministry  of  Health)  communicated  with  the  Borough 
Council  in  August,  1917,  pressing  them  to  undertake  the  equipment  and  main- 
tenance of  a Home,  and  suggested  that  it  should  be  established  in  the  outskirts  of 
the  Borough.  No  suitable  houses  being  available,  however,  temporary  arrange- 
ments were  entered  into,  in  January  1919,  for  the  use  of  five  beds  at  the  Church 
Street  attachment  of  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital.  This  arrangement  received 
the  temporary  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  first  case  was  admitted 
in  May,  1919  and  during  the  remainder  of  that  year  19  other  cases  were  admitted. 
In  the  following  year  (1920)  50  cases  were  admitted  and  up  to  the  transfer  of  the 
work  to  “ Risedale  ” in  August,  1921,  40  additional  cases  were  received.  There 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Home  will  meet  a real  demand  in  the  Borough. 

As  regards  medical  attendance,  it  is  required  that  the  patients  shall  make  the 
usual  arrangements  with  their  family  doctors,  who  will  attend  the  patient  during 
the  confinement  at  the  Home.  In  cases  where  a doctor  has  not  been  secured, 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  Drs.  E.  Allan,  H.  J.  Blacklee,  and  A.  J.  Reed 
to  take  emergency  calls  to  patients  in  the  Home  ; in  such  cases  charges  will  be 
recoverable  from  the  patients  under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918. 
It  is  understood  that  patients  shall  have  their  choice  of  either  of  the  three  Medical 
Practitioners  named. 

In  addition  to  the  Maternity  work,  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  Atrophy  and  Debility  in  very  young  children. 

The  Home  is  in  charge  of  Miss  H.  Pirie  (who  is  fully  trained,  and  possesses 
the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board)  and  a staff  of  qualified  Nurses. 

1922  Clothing  and  Footgear 

On  account  of  the  widespread  unemployment  and  consequent  want  of  means 
of  the  parents,  it  was  found  that  the  clothing  and  boots  of  the  children  were 
getting  shabby,  although  there  is  evidently  a keen  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  to  keep  the  outward  clothing  presentable  (as  evidenced  by  the  neatness 
of  the  patching  and  darning  of  the  outer  garments).  When  one  came  to  strip  the 
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child  for  chest  examination,  the  lack  of  good,  warm  underclothing  was  very 
evident  ; in  fact,  it  was  found  that  the  condition  of  the  outer  clothing  was  no 
index  as  to  the  general  condition  of  the  underclothing,  which  was  in  all  cases 
clean  but  very  much  worn,  and,  1 am  afraid,  would  afford  little  comfort  and 
warmth  during  the  very  cold  weather. 

1923  Supply  of  Milk  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children 

The  continued  distress  in  the  Borough,  consequent  upon  unemployment  is 
still  responsible  for  large  numbers  applying  with  systematic  regularity,  for  this 
form  of  relief.  Some  2,481  applications  were  granted  after  rigid  adherence  to  the 
approved  scale  and  full  enquiry  as  to  the  financial  position  of  each  applicant,  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  £690. 

1923  Tuberculosis 

The  striking  decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  in  England  and 
Wales  is  shown  in  the  Registrar  General’s  reports  from  1860  onwards  : — 

Quinquennium  1861 — 1865  mean  death-rate  all  forms  tuberculosis  3.30 
„ 1911—1915  „ „ 1.40 

This  represents  a steady  drop  to  nearly  half  in  the  space  of  50  years.  As 
there  is  not  yet  a specific  cure  for  tuberculosis,  as  has  been  discovered  for 
syphilis,  nor  a means  of  immunising  the  population  as  by  vaccination  for  smallpox 
this  diminution  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  spread  of  knowledge  of  pre- 
ventative medicine,  public  health  measures,  segregation  in  institutions,  higher 
wages,  better  housing,  better  industrial  conditions,  and  other  social  improvements, 
which  were  gradually  coming  into  being  during  the  same  period. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  discovery  of  a specific  treatment  would  change 
the  whole  aspect  of  the  disease  and  save  enormous  expense  to  the  country. 
Amongst  the  immunising  treatment  discussed  in  1923  was  that  of  Spahlinger  and 
Dreyer.  4'he  former  is  unable  to  be  produced  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  satis- 
factorily tested  and  the  latter  is  at  present  being  tested.  As  consumption 
itself  has  a tendency  to  healing,  it  is  necessarily  long  before  the  effects  of  a new 
treatment  can  be  reported  on  with  confidence. 

1923  Parents’  Payments  for  Medical  Treatment 

During  the  year  a scale  of  charges  to  parents,  based  on  income,  for  the 
treatment  of  their  children  for  minor  ailments,  dental  defects,  removal  of  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  the  provision  of  spectacles,  was  drawn  up,  and  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Board. 

The  scale  principally  affects  the  dental  department,  lire  total  amount 
received  was  only  £8  3s.  6d.  for  dental  treatment.  This  sum  represents  only  a 
fractional  part  of  the  time  of  the  nurses  and  clinical  staff  in  investigating,  and 
correcting  the  statements  of  the  parents  as  to  income,  etc.,  time  which,  in  my 
opinion  would  be  more  usefully  spent  on  the  part  of  the  nurses  in  clinical  work 
and  treatment.  But  a more  serious  aspect  of  the  matter  is  the  falling  off  by  25% 
of  those  who  accept  the  treatment  offered,  and  the  inevitable  affection  of  the 
permanent  teeth  when  they  appear. 

\ 

1924  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work 

Centres 

This  work  continues  to  receive  encouraging  support  at  the  five  Centres 
established  in  the  Borough.  A satisfactory  feature  of  the  work  is  the  increasing 
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number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attend  for  advice  and  instruction — 363  as 
against  288  in  1923.  1 do  not  hesitate  to  attribute  the  decline  in  the  Infant 

Mortality  rate  to  the  instruction  given  at  these  Centres,  together  with  the  advice 
given  in  the  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  paid  6,455  visits  to  mothers  of 
infants  up  to  live  years  of  age  during  the  year. 

1924  Health  Week 

A new  departure  during  the  year  was  the  organising  of  a “ Health  Week  ” in 
the  Borough.  The  programme  consisted  of  the  issuing  of  an  address  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  which  was  read  in  all  schools,  after  which  the  elder 
children  were  invited  to  write  essays  on  the  subject,  for  the  best  of  which  prizes 
were  offered  by  the  Committee.  The  essays  submitted  exceeded  all  expectations, 
both  as  regards  literary  style  and  common-sense,  and  it  proved  no  easy  task  to 
eventually  make  awards  for  essays  on  the  following  subjects,  viz.  : “A  Chapter 
on  Health,”  “ From  My  Window,”  “ A Chat  with  the  Health  Doctor,”  and 
“ Health.”  The  subject  of  Health  received  special  emphasis  at  each  Welfare 
gathering  during  the  week  and  the  proceedings  terminated  by  the  delivery  of  a 
public  lecture  by  Professor  Leonard  Hill,  at  which  a specially  prepared  local 
cinema  film  depicting  the  work  of  the  Risedale  Maternity  Home,  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  and  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  was  exhibited. 
The  effort  was  well  supported  and  I believe,  very  much  appreciated  by  the  public. 

1924  School  Medical  Inspections 

Nutrition 

Considering  the  adverse  circumstances  of  the  town  regarding  unemployment, 
the  nutrition  of  the  children  was  quite  good.  No  serious  case  of  defective 
nutrition,  due  to  lack  of  food,  was  observed.  411  children  were  provided  with 
breakfasts  and  dinners,  at  an  approximate  cost  per  head  of  2d.  for  breakfast  and 
34d.  for  dinner,  under  the  Authority’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  meals  for 
necessitous  children. 

1925 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  a further  decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  Phthisis. 
Slowly,  but  surely,  medical  science  is  gaining  the  supremacy  in  dealing  with  this 
disease.  During  the  last  five  years  the  mortality  has  been  reduced  by  about  one- 
half  in  the  Borough.  Details  of  the  work  being  carried  out  to  combat  this  condi- 
tion are  included  in  this  Report  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  constant  supervision 
of  tuberculous  patients,  together  with  the  treatment  afforded  to  suitable  cases, 
is  having  its  effect  as  the  years  go  by. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  the  lowest  in  the  history  of  the  Borough, 
viz.  : — 65.2  per  1,000.  Following  on  the  splendid  achievement  of  last  year,  when 
the  previous  record  was  established,  it  may  not  be  unwise  to  suggest  that  the 
educational  work  carried  on  amongst  the  mothers  through  the  medium  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  during  recent  years  is  bearing  fruit.  As 
this  is  a most  important  part  of  the  public  health  service,  it  may  be  interesting  to 
observe  the  progress  over  a period  of  25  years  as  regards  the  saving  of  child  life,  as 
indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


Infant 

Mortality 

Years 

Rate 

1882  to  1890 

138.02 

1891  to  1900 

154.74 

1901  to  1910 

120.64 

1911  to  1920 

101.41 

1921  to  1925  (5  years)  79.5 
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1925  Ambulance  Provision 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed,  to  Hospital  by 
means  of  horse  ambulance.  The  vehicle  is  kept  at  the  Corporation  Store  Yard 
and  the  horses  are  hired  from  a local  contractor.  The  removals  are  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Staff. 

Accidents,  Etc. — For  general  accident  cases  a motor  ambulance  is  available, 
the  same  being  garaged  at  the  Borough  Fire  Station.  In  cases  of  illnesses 
requiring  operation,  the  ambulance  may  be  secured  by  rate-payers  of  the  Borough 
for  the  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital  at  a charge  of  2s.  6d.  per  removal. 

1925  Mr.  W.  Harvie  Kerr,  School  Dental  Officer,  Dental  Department,  3,  Holker 
Street,  reports 

In  most  cases  the  lack  of  the  necessary  means  to  provide  each  child  with  its 
own  tooth  brush  prevents  the  ideal  ; but  present  day  sanitary  arrangements 
provide  the  next  best  thing — water,  which  is  quite  sufficient  to  keep  the  mouth 
clean  and  healthy  if  rinsed  out  regularly  after  meals.  There  is,  therefore,  no 
excuse  for  a dirty  mouth,  as  every  child  can  do  this.  It  is  my  intention  to  insist 
upon  a moderate  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  coming  year,  as  many  of  the 
children’s  mouths  have  been  most  objectionable  to  work  in. 

1927  T.B.  After  Care  (Surgical)  of  Crippled  Children 

The  periodical  examination  of  children  who  have  been  treated  for  surgical 
tuberculosis  is  carried  out  by  the  Staff  of  the  Ethel  Hedley  Hospital,  Windermere. 
Those  requiring  attention  attend  monthly  at  a Clinic  established  at  the  Tuber- 
culosis Dispensary,  64,  School  Street,  when  old  plasters  are  renewed  and  adjust- 
ments to  apparatus  are  carried  out.  24  children  made  96  attendances  at  this 
Clinic. 

1927  New  Open  Air  School 

The  Risedale  Open-air  School,  in  which  the  panel  system  of  heating  has  been 
adopted,  was  opened  on  the  23rd  August,  1926. 

After  a full  year’s  experience  it  is  found  that  the  thermometer  records  show 
that  an  even  temperature  of  55°  Far.  can  be  steadily  maintained  in  all  weathers. 
The  children  are  bright  and  alert,  and  very  responsive  to  the  instruction  provided. 
There  has  been  practically  no  catarrhal  conditions  amongst  the  children,  and  the 
general  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  particularly  good. 

1928 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  still  remains  low  at  62.9  per  1,000,  and  is  a 
standing  proof  of  the  excellent  work  which  is  done  in  the  Borough  with  the  object 
of  saving  child-life. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  of  the  Borough  when  the  foregoing 
rates  are  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  and  the  107  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns  during  1928,  the  Births  and  Deaths  rates  being  based  on  1,000 
population  and  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  on  1 ,000  Births  : — 

Infant 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Mortality  rate 

England  and  Wales 

16.7 

11.7 

65 

County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 

16.9 

11.6 

70 

Barrow 

17.3 

11.5 

62.9 
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1928  Risedale  Maternity  Home 

This  Home,  opened  by  the  Council  on  18th  August,  1921,  is  situated  in  the 
residential  part  of  the  Borough.  There  is  accommodation  for  eleven  cases. 
Fees  are  charged  according  to  a scale  of  income.  Patients  arrange  privately  for 
medical  attendance  during  confinement,  but  in  cases  of  emergency  where  no 
arrangements  have  been  made,  patients  have  their  choice  of  Doctor,  and  charges 
are  recoverable  under  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918  and  1926.  The 
Home  is  in  charge  of  Miss  H.  Pirie  (who  is  fully  trained,  and  possessed  the  Certi- 
ficate of  the  Central  Midwives  Board)  and  a staff  of  qualified  Nurses.  The  largest 
number  of  cases  in  one  year  since  the  Home  was  opened  was  accommodated, 
viz.  188. 

1929  Ambulance  Provision 

Infectious  Diseases — The  arrangement  for  the  removal  of  patients  to  Hospi- 
tal have  been  very  much  improved  during  the  year  by  the  acquisition  of  a motor- 
ambulance  in  place  of  a horse-drawn  vehicle.  The  ambulance  is  garaged  at  the 
Hospital  and  is  driven  by  a handy-man.  A nurse  from  the  Hospital  always 
accompanies  the  patient. 

Accidents,  Etc. — For  general  accident  cases  a motor  ambulance  is  available, 
which  is  garaged  at  the  Borough  Fire  Station.  In  cases  of  illnesses  requiring 
operation  at  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital,  this  ambulance  may  be  secured  by 
ratepayers  of  the  Borough  at  a charge  of  2s.  6d.  per  removal. 

1929  Accessory  Food  Scheme 

This  scheme  commenced  in  1927,  for  the  provision  of  baby  foods  at  what  is 
practically  cost  price,  is  proving  very  popular  with  mothers  attending  the  Centres. 
The  following  food  preparations  are  stocked  : — Cod  liver  Oil  and  Malt,  Ovaltine, 
Ovaltine  Rusks,  Jecomalt,  Virol,  Virolax,  Trufood  (Humanised),  Trufood  (Full 
Cream),  Pure  Cod  Fiver  Oil,  Ostermilk,  Cow  and  Gate  Full  Cream  Milk,  Cow  and 
Gate  Chocolate  and  Milk,  Secway,  Allenbury’s  No.  1. 

1929  Roa  Island 

This  School  was  opened  as  a School  for  delicate  children  on  the  27th  August, 
1928,  and  judging  by  the  number  of  applications  received  from  parents  for  the 
inclusion  of  their  children,  is  gaining  in  popularity.  The  children,  however,  are 
selected  by  your  Medical  Officers  from  those  classified  at  routine  medical  inspec- 
tion as  “ delicate  children.”  At  this  School  health  is  of  first  consideration. 
The  natural  amenities  of  the  locality,  three  meals  a day  selected  from  a carefully 
arranged  dietary,  “ rest  ” periods  and  frequent  visits  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  all  minister  to  the  highest  interests,  from  a health  point  of  view,  of  each 
individual  child.  The  School  was  open  from  the  8th  April,  1929  to  the  30th  Octo- 
ber, 1929,  and  the  results  during  the  sessions  were  considered  highly  satisfactory. 
The  52  children  on  the  register  were  conveyed  to  and  from  the  School  by  motor 
bus. 

1930  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  services  under  this  heading  continue  to  do  excellent  work,  as  reflected  in 
the  low  infant  mortality  rate  of  the  Borough.  That  interest  is  increasing  in  this 
service  is  shown  by  the  general  improvement  in  the  attendances  at  the  six 
Centres.  The  attendances  last  year  totalled  12,502  compared  with  10,087  for 
1929  ; expectant  mothers  made  339  attendances  ; and  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  made  7,410  examinations  of  babies,  34  of  mothers,  and  45  of  expectant 
mothers.  The  percentage  of  total  notified  births  represented  by  the  number  of 
children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  was  54.1. 
It  is  hoped  to  improve  on  this  percentage. 
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1930 

An  important  extension  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Survey  during  the  year  was 
that  Barrow  was  included,  from  May,  1930,  in  the  list  of  ports  where  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  authorised  to  issue  the  Deratization  Certificates  and  De- 
ratization Exemption  Certificates  for  which  provision  is  made  in  Article  28 
of  the  International  Sanitary  Convention,  1926.  This  article  makes  it  com- 
pulsory that  all  ships  except  those  employed  in  national  coastal  service,  shall  be 
periodically  deratized,  or  permanently  so  maintained  that  any  rat  population  is 
kept  down  to  the  minimum.  The  deratization  is  carried  out  by  fumigation  with 
either  sulphur  dioxide  or  hydrocyanic  acid  gas,  by  contracting  firms  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Officers.  Five  Deratization  Exemption  Certifi- 
cates and  four  Deratization  Certificates  were  issued  after  examination  and  after 
examination  and  fumigation.  A number  of  black  and  brown  rats  was  destroyed. 

1930  Local  Government  Act,  1929 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  the  Poor  Law  Medical 
Service  became  part  of  the  Public  Health  Service  of  the  Borough  as  from  the  1st 
April,  1930.  Thus  the  Local  Authority  becomes  responsible  for  (a)  vaccination, 
(b)  infant  life  protection,  (c)  the  collection  of  fundamental  vital  statistics,  and 
(d)  the  provision,  maintenance  and  management  of  all  public  institutions  for  the 
amelioration  or  healing  of  physical  and  mental  disease.  It  is  too  early  at  this 
stage  to  note  the  benefits  to  the  community  this  co-ordination  of  functions 
portends,  but  the  statistics  included  in  this  report  as  to  the  available  accom- 
modation for  sick,  maternity,  and  mental  cases  suggest  vast  possibilities  when 
such  accommodation  is  considered  in  connection  with  the  services  at  present 
administered  by  the  Local  Authority. 

1931  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme 

The  Authority’s  Scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  now  includes  the 
following  provisions  : — - 

An  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

A Maternity  Home. 

Provision  of  Centres  at  which  appropriate  lectures  are  delivered  and  many 
examinations  of  mothers  and  infants  conducted. 

Provision  of  milk  free  or  at  reduced  cost  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children. 

Provision  of  accessory  foods  at  practically  cost  price. 

Qualified  nurses  to  visit  mothers  in  their  homes  in  order  to  give  necessary 
advice. 

Provision  of  consultant  in  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  and  other  complicated 
maternity  cases. 

Arrangements  with  the  Barrow  and  District  Nursing  Association  for  the 
nursing,  when  necessary,  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 

Supervision  of  Midwives. 

1931  Maternal  Mortality 

Special  consideration  was  given  to  Circular  1167  and  Memo.  156/M.C.W. 
from  the  Ministry,  dealing  with  the  above  subject,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
facilities  already  in  operation  in  the  Borough,  the  following  services  were  ap- 
proved : 
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Home  Helps 

A Home  Help  was  employed  as  an  experiment.  The  case  was  one  which 
required  prolonged  medical  attention.  The  co-operation  of  the  General  Prac- 
titioner in  attendance  was  secured,  and  supervisory  visits  were  paid  to  the  Home 
Help  by  the  Health  Visitor.  The  experiment  was  considered  successful. 

Complicated  Midwifery 

Dr.  E.  Allan,  of  Barrow,  was  appointed  as  Consultant  in  cases  of  Puerperal 
Sepsis  and  other  complicated  maternity  cases. 

1931  Mr.  J.  W.  Sandham,  L.D.S.,  School  Dental  Officer,  reports  : 

The  dental  programme  for  the  year,  as  proposed  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
1930,  has  been  completed.  This  programme  made  provision  for  the  inspection  and 
treatment  of  all  Elementary  School  children  born  between  the  years  1919  to  1923 
inclusive.  In  addition,  all  entrants  to  the  Grammar  School,  Secondary  School 
and  Junior  Technical  School  were  inspected  and  made  dentally  fit  before  com- 
mencing their  new  Schools.  All  the  children  attending  the  Open  Air  School 
were  also  treated  before  starting  at  Roa  Island.  This  I regard  as  a necessary 
annual  duty  to  these  debilitated  children. 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  Graham  Clark  as  an  additional  Dental  Surgeon 
to  the  Corporation  was  an  event  of  great  importance  to  the  Department,  and 
permits  of  these  necessary  extra  duties  being  undertaken  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  routine  work,  which  I consider  is  the  principal  duty  of  the 
Dental  Staff. 

1933  Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate,  that  is,  the  death-rate  as  applied  to  infants  below 
the  age  of  one  year,  was  found  to  be  63.9  per  1 ,000  births.  This  is  a considerable 
improvement  on  last  year,  when  the  rate  was  77.7,  and  is  the  lowest  since  1928, 
when  it  was  62.9.  Here  again  marked  improvement  is  observed  by  a survey 
of  the  figures  for  the  past  years.  In  1902  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the 
Borough  stood  at  137.0  per  1,000.  In  1918  the  rate  was  reduced  to  101.0 
per  1,000,  and  since  that  year  it  has  not  only  reached  the  100  mark,  but  has  ac- 
tually been  as  low  as  58.8.  This  is  a matter  for  great  satisfaction,  and  reflects 
the  value  of  the  measures  adopted  by  your  Committee  for  the  preservation  of 
child  life. 

1934 

As  a means  of  combating  the  havoc  caused  by  Diphtheria,  your  Committee 
have  very  wisely  established  a scheme  for  Immunisation,  which  is  being  carried 
out  by  your  Medical  Officers.  The  Clinic  is  well  attended.  In  addition,  supplies 
of  Toxoid  are  provided  for  the  use  of  General  Medical  Practitioners,  who  have 
very  kindly  offered  to  co-operate  in  the  scheme. 

1934  Centre 

The  new  Welfare  Centre,  which  is  combined  with  the  School  Dental  Clinic, 
and  has  been  built  on  the  site  adjoining  the  Eire  Station  in  Abbey  Road,  has  been 
in  use  throughout  the  year.  There  was  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  total 
attendances  of  mothers,  which  is  an  indication  of  the  popularity  of  the  Centre. 
The  total  attendances  at  the  district  clinics  during  1933  were  12,225,  whereas  at 
the  new  Centre  last  year  they  amounted  to  13,145,  or  an  increase  of  920.  The 
average  attendance  was  81.6  against  63.5  for  the  previous  year.  The  lady 
Medical  Officer  made  3,575  examinations  of  babies,  438  examinations  of  mothers, 
and  92  examinations  of  expectant  mothers. 
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1935  Housing  Act,  1935 

The  passing  of  this  Act  during  the  year  marked  a very  great  advance  in  our 
powers  of  securing  healthier  conditions  under  which  our  people  live,  as  the 
previous  Housing  Acts  scarcely  touched  upon  the  question  of  over-crowding 
with  the  exception  of  enabling  bye-laws  to  be  made  for  areas  which  had  been 
dealt  with  as  Improvement  Areas. 

Roosegate  Clearance  Area 

During  the  year  representation  was  made  with  regard  to  the  above  area, 
which  was  declared  to  be  a Clearance  Area  within  the  meaning  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930,  on  the  7th  October,  1935.  This  area  included  86  houses,  and  the 
number  of  persons  who  will  be  displaced  and  require  to  be  re-housed  as  shown  by 
the  official  count,  was  240. 

1935  Local  Government  Centenary  and  Health  Week 

An  exhibition  was  organised  in  connection  with  the  Centenary  of  Local 
Government  and  Health  Week,  and  was  held  in  the  Old  Drill  Hall,  Strand,  from 
29th  November  to  7th  December.  The  exhibition  gave  prominence  to  work 
carried  out  by  the  Corporation,  the  various  departments  taking  a stand. 

The  question  of  school  towels  was  one  which  has  engaged  my  attention 
in  connection  with  the  spread  of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases,  as  most 
of  the  zymotic  diseases  amongst  the  school  children  are  conveyed  through  the 
secretions  of  the  nose  and  throat.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  use  of  a common 
face  towel  must  provide  opportunity  for  the  spread  of  these  diseases.  The  ideal, 
of  course,  would  be  for  each  child  to  have  its  own  towel.  As  this,  however,  is  not  a 
practical  proposition,  the  possibility  of  using  paper  towels  which  can  be  destroyed 
after  being  used  once  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration. 

1936  Infantile  Mortality 

The  rate  per  1,000  births  for  1936  was  74.3,  which  compares  with  a rate  of  63 
in  respect  of  towns  having  a population  exceeding  60,000.  In  my  last  report  I 
drew  attention  to  this,  being  one  of  the  most  sensitive  rates  from  which  the 
health  conditions  of  a district  may  be  judged,  the  rate  depending  on  the  adequacy 
of  food  and  mothercraft,  and  environmental  conditions  such  as  overcrowding, 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  home.  Strictly  speaking,  the  rate  should  be 
considered  in  two  parts  : the  deaths  under  four  weeks  being  more  properly 
considered  along  with  midwifery  and  ante-natal  care,  and  those  of  over  four 
weeks  as  representing  more  truly  conditions  as  regard  to  care  of  infants.  Of  the 
73  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  no  less  than  39  occurred  within  the 
first  four  weeks',  and  of  these,  30  occurred  at  under  one  week.  Of  the  39  cases 
under  four  weeks  of  age,  23  were  premature  births. 

1936 

It  has  been  decided  to  establish  a service  of  Home  Helps,  and  to  extend  the 
dental  service  for  expectant  mothers  to  the  provision  of  dentures. 

1936  Midwives  Act,  1936 

During  the  year  conferences  were  held  with  the  local  Nursing  Association, 
Midwives  Association,  and  representatives  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  practising 
in  the  area,  on  the  provision  of  whole-time  Midwifery  Service,  following  which  a 
scheme  for  the  provision  of  this  service  by  the  Council  was  approved, 
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1936 

At  present  the  School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors,  although  housed  in  the 
same  offices,  form  part  of  separate  staffs.  To  secure  more  effective  co-ordination, 
it  is  desirable  that  in  future  appointments,  School  Nurses  should  be  required  to 
possess  the  new  Health  Visitors’  Certificate. 

1937  Home  Helps 

A scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home  Helps  has  been  instituted  during  the 
year.  The  usual  period  for  which  the  Home  Help  will  be  required  for  each  case  is 
14  days. 

A Register  is  kept  at  the  Town  Hall,  where  applications  are  received. 
Reductions  are  made  in  the  charge  for  the  services  of  Home  Helps  where  the 
applicant  is  not  in  a position  to  pay  the  full  fee.  With  the  growth  of  this  service 
it  is  my  intention  to  recommend  the  appointment  of  one  or  two  full-time  Home 
Helps  when  the  volume  of  the  work  justifies  this,  though  it  will  always  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  a supplementary  register  of  women  available  for  intermittent 
employment. 

1938  Pneumonia 

74  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year,  17  of  which  were 
admitted  to  hospital  and  1 1 died.  With  the  introduction  during  the  year  and 
the  more  extensive  use  of  the  new  drug  M.  & B.  693,  it  may  confidently  be  antici- 
pated that  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  will  greatly  decline  in  the  future. 
On  receipt  of  a notification  of  pneumonia,  the  home  of  the  patient  is  visited  by  a 
Health  Visitor,  who  ascertains  if  nursing  assistance  is  required,  or  if  hospital 
accommodation  is  desirable.  Where  skilled  nursing  is  required,  this  is  provided 
by  arrangement  with  the  Barrow  District  Nursing  Association  and  the  Vickers- 
town  Nursing  Association. 

1943 

The  number  of  cases  of  scabies  treated  during  the  year  was  1 ,469,  of  which 
839  were  school  children.  Children  are  treated  at  a special  scabies  clinic  provided 
by  the  Health  Committee,  and  a full-time  Female  Cleanser  is  employed.  Adults 
are  treated  at  the  First  Aid  Posts  by  the  Nursing  Staff.  The  Benzyl  Benzoate 
method  of  treatment  is  used. 

1945  Infantile  Mortality 

The  statistics  for  Barrow  for  the  years  1936 — 1944  show  that  the  group 
I term  unavoidable  deaths,  namely,  malformation  and  prematurity,  account  on 
an  average  for  51.1%  of  all  infantile  deaths.  The  percentage  due  to  malforma- 
tions alone  during  the  same  period  is  22.5%.  The  infantile  death  rate  during  the 
war  years  due  to  malformations  has  tended  to  increase,  reaching  the  highest 
figure  in  1944  (28.5%)  which  was  the  same  year  in  which  the  highest  number  of 
women  over  21  years  of  age  were  in  employment. 

Before  the  war  about  1,500  women  and  girls  were  employed  in  industry,  but 
during  the  war  the  number  so  employed  rapidly  increased,  reaching  a peak  in 
1944,  when  nearly  6,000  women  over  21  years  of  age,  and  1,367  girls  between  18 
and  20  years  were  employed.  One  can  assume  a large  proportion  of  the  over  21 
years  group  were  married  women,  and  one  may  assume  that  the  employment  of 
pregnant  women  may  affect  the  foetus  and  cause  a malformation  with  the 
subsequent  increase  in  the  infantile  death  rate.  Up  to  the  end  of  1945  there  have 
been  75  infantile  deaths,  22  of  which  were  due  to  malformations  and  22  to  pre- 
maturity ; therefore,  almost  one-third  of  the  total  infantile  deaths  was  due  to 
malformation. 


119 


In  some  factor,  such  as  the  employment  of  women  in  industry,  anxiety  of  the 
mother  due  to  war  conditions,  separation  from  husband,  evacuation  of  children, 
dangers  from  bombing  or  a general  feeling  of  insecurity  responsible,  or  is  it  some 
dietary  deficiency  ? There  is  definitely  some  factor  present  which  inhibits 
the  full  development  of  the  foetus,  and,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  scope  for  further 
medical  research. 

1945  Home  Helps 

Probably  as  a result  of  the  return  from  industry  to  their  own  homes,  more 
women  applied  for  registration  as  Home  Helps  than  for  some  years.  The  present 
panel  consists  of  six  Home  Helps,  which  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  reasonable 
demands.  The  indications  are  that  more  use  will  be  made  of  this  service,  par- 
ticularly as  most  of  the  Home  Helps  are  prepared  also  to  act  as  Domestic  Helps. 

1945  Paratyphoid  B.  Fever 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  B.  Fever  in  the  middle  of  August, 
which  lasted  until  the  middle  of  September,  with  a second  outbreak  in  October 
and  November. 

The  outbreak  was  a milk-borne  infection,  due  to  the  milk  supply  being 
contaminated  by  carriers.  One  of  the  main  difficulties  in  control  of  the  infection 
was  that  many  of  the  clinical  cases  and  the  carriers  were  without  symptoms  and 
had  not  felt  ill  or  been  off  work.  Another  contributing  factor  was  the  breakdown 
of  the  steam  steriliser  at  the  farm,  which  prevented  the  bottles  from  being  properly 
sterilised,  just  at  the  period  wffien  the  carriers  had  contaminated  the  milk. 
Investigations  also  showed  that  casual  labourers  helping  with  haymaking 
sometimes  helped  the  normal  milking  team  to  strip  the  cows  in  the  evenings,  and 
they  had  also  to  be  investigated. 

The  investigation  revealed  that  there  were  23  cases  of  Paratyphoid  B. 
Resulting  from  the  contamination  of  the  milk  by  the  carriers,  12  cases  had  been 
ill  and  undiagnosed  and  treated  by  their  doctors  prior  to  the  first  notified  case  and 
10  subsequent  cases.  Many  of  the  patients  denied  that  they  had  been  ill,  but 
Widal  Tests  were  positive  in  all. 

1945  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 

The  Education  Act,  1944,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1945, 
radically  changed  the  duties  of  Education  Authorities,  and  has  also  produced 
changes  in  the  School  Health  Service.  Many  of  the  changes  in  the  Health 
Service  cannot  be  put  into  operation  until  the  full  National  Health  Service  is  in 
operation.  Significant  changes  already  in  operation  are  free  dental,  ophthalmic 
and  orthopaedic  treatment,  together  with  the  supply  of  the  necessary  appliances. 
Eree  hospital  treatment  cannot  be  undertaken  as  long  as  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tory scheme  at  the  voluntary  hospital  is  in  existence. 

1946  Maternal  Deaths 

There  were  three  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  : one  from  Pulmonary 
Embolism  (General  Practitioner’s  case),  another  from  Uraemia,  and  a third  from 
Eclampsia  complicating  Chronic  Nephritis.  Both  these  latter  cases  had  marked 
kidney  disease  before  pregnancy,  and  might  almost  be  described  as  " unavoidable 
maternal  deaths. 

1946  Infants 

The  neo-natal  deaths  show  a marked  decrease  on  previous  years.  This  is 
probably  due  to  an  increase  in  the  use  of  Caesarean  Section  in  cases  of  doubt. 
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There  is  a great  need  in  this  district  for  a small  ward  of,  say,  four  to  six 
beds  for  infants  in  the  neo-natal  period,  suffering  from  disorders  of  nutrition. 

1 strongly  advise  that  this  matter  be  given  earnest  consideration  and,  if  possible, 
an  arrangement  made  whereby  this  ward  could  be  established  in  conjunction  with 
this  hospital,  and  the  infants  admitted  under  the  care  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer.  This  would  certainly  result  in  a lowering  of  the 
neo-natal  death  rate  of  the  town. 

There  has  been  a big  increase  in  the  number  of  abnormalities  and  complica- 
tions treated  during  the  year,  both  of  pregnancy  and  of  labour,  and  in  this  respect 
the  hospital  is  filling  one  of  its  most  important  duties.  As  a result  of  the  increase 
in  these  abnormalities,  there  has  been  a very  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Caesarean  Section  which  has  been  necessaiy. 

1946  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 
Observation  on  Medical  Inspection 

As  a result  of  observations,  non-statistical  in  nature,  and  embracing  the 
general  appearance  of  school  children,  type  of  case  referred  for  special  medical 
examination  and  attendance  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic,  it  was  felt  that  the 
physical  improvement  evident  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  1939-1945  War  had  not 
been  continued  or  perhaps,  even,  had  not  been  maintained. 

1947 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  following  points  of  interest  in  the  statistical 
and  other  records  of  the  year’s  work  : 

(1)  Birth  rate  increased  to  22.62  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  the 
highest  since  1921. 

(2)  Infantile  mortality  rate  of  51.45  per  1 ,000  births  is  the  lowest  on  record 
apart  from  1938,  when  it  was  46.3. 

(3)  Maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.32  per  1,000  births  is  also  very  low. 

(4)  Death  rate  of  13.1  is  about  average,  whilst  the  death  rate  due  to  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis  was  reduced  to  0.43,  and  Diphtheria  was 
0.029. 

(5)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  resulted  in  46.96%  of  children 
under  5 years,  and  64.2%  of  children  between  5 — 15  years  being 
immunised.  There  were  two  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  and  in  neither 
case  was  the  patient  immunised. 

(6)  An  increase  in  the  incidence  of  syphilis  amongst  the  civilian  popula- 
tion. 

(7)  The  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  which  was  prevalent  throughout  the 
country,  but  began  early  in  Barrow. 

There  were  474  cases  of  measles,  85  cases  of  whooping  cough,  21  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  and  4 cases  of  polioencephalitis,  notified  during  the  year. 

1947  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 

Hospital  Treatment 

During  the  year  a scheme  for  the  free  hospital  treatment  of  all  children 
attending  maintained  schools  was  brought  into  operation  by  arrangement  between 
the  Education  Authority  and  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  Council.  All  children 
attending  maintained  schools  are  entitled  to  free  hospital  treatment,  either  as 
an  out-patient  or  an  in-patient.  Previously,  children  received  hospital  treatment 
by  virtue  of  their  parents'  contributions  to  the  Hospital  Contributory  Scheme, 
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The  Hospital  Council  amended  their  general  regulations  to  exclude  treatment 
of  children  attending  maintained  schools,  with  the  result  that  the  cost  of  hospital 
treatment  for  school  children  fell  on  the  Education  Authority. 

1948 

It  is  unfortunately  true  that  the  movement  of  population  to  new  housing 
estates  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  is  having  an  adverse  effect  on  clinic  atten- 
dances, and  although  the  principle  of  decentralising  clinics  has  been  accepted, 
neither  the  staff  nor  the  premises  necessary  to  implement  this  policy  are  likely  to 
be  available  for  some  time. 

1948  Ambulance  Service 

Prior  to  5th  July,  the  Ambulance  Service  was  operated  by  the  Corporation 
Transport  Department,  but  it  was  felt  advisable  on  the  return  of  the  Fire  Service 
to  the  Local  Authority,  to  bring  the  two  services  under  one  head,  and  the  Chief 
Fire  Officer,  therefore,  acts  as  Ambulance  Officer.  Ultimately  complete  inter- 
changeability of  Fire  and  Ambulance  personnel  will  be  sought,  but  this  is  not  at 
present  possible.  For  the  time  being,  the  ambulance  used  for  infectious  cases  is 
staffed  by  personnel  from  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

There  are  five  ambulances,  varying  from  7 to  15  years  old.  One  is  stationed 
at  Devonshire  Road  Hospital,  for  use  mainly  in  infectious  cases,  whilst  the  other 
four  are  now  operated  from  the  Central  Fire  Station.  A new  Daimler  ambulance 
is  on  order. 

1948  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 

1948  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  structure  of  the  School  Health  Service, 
not  all  of  which,  unfortunately,  have  been  for  the  better. 

On  the  credit  side,  there  has  been  the  opening  of  the  Thwaite  Street  School 
for  Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils,  and  the  establishment  of  a Child  Guidance 
Centre.  Both  these  projects  have  fulfilled  a long-felt  need  and  have  afforded 
facilities  for  dealing  with  a category  of  pupil  who  tended  to  be  pushed  in  the 
background  to  his  own  detriment  and  the  detriment  of  his  classmates  alike. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  has  made  available  hospital  beds  hitherto 
difficult  to  access  of  Barrow  children  and  is  particularly  true  in  regard  to  hospital- 
isation of  certain  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  debit  side  is  the  most  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Service  in  relation  to  school  children.  It  is  hoped  that  the  priority 
scheme  now  introduced  will  provide  the  remedy  and  that  no  permanent  harm  will 
result  from  eye  conditions,  diagnosed  but  untreated  through  delay  in  the  pro- 
vision of  spectacles. 

All  School  Nurses,  with  one  exception,  are  also  Health  Visitors,  but  they 
work  in  their  respective  departments.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  completely 
integrate  the  two  services,  and  thereby  give  each  nurse  an  area  of  the  Borough 
where  she  could  be  responsible  for  all  children  in  her  area  from  birth  until  they 
leave  school.  The  raising  of  the  school-leaving  age  and  the  shift  of  the  popula- 
tion due  to  new  housing  has  imposed  a strain  on  the  resources  of  certain  schools, 
with  the  result  that  artificial  boundaries  of  area  for  Health  Visiting  do  not 
coincide  with  the  boundaries  of  the  school  population. 

The  Orthoptic  Clinic  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  has  not  yet  been 
provided,  the  project  having  been  given  a low  priority  by  the  Manchester  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 
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An  attempt  has  been  made,  however,  with  the  provision  of  simple  apparatus, 
to  afford  rudimentary  orthoptic  facilities  at  the  School  Clinic.  Having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  an  Orthoptist  is  not  available,  some  excellent  remedial  work  has 
thus  been  carried  out. 

1949  Domestic  Help 

For  many  years  the  Authority  has  maintained  a service  of  home  and  domestic 
helps  and  the  staffing  difficulties  encountered  during  the  war  years  have  been 
overcome.  This  year  has  seen  the  appointment  of  a Superintendent  Nursing 
Officer  who  undertakes  most  of  the  field  work  in  connection  with  the  service. 

104  cases  were  dealt  with  and  15  helps  were  in  employment  at  the  year  end. 

1950  Infectious  Diseases 

1,136  cases  of  measles  were  notified. 

1951 

A Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  was  available  to  all  in  the  Borough 
early  in  the  year.  With  the  advent  of  immunisation  against  tuberculosis  with 
B.C.G.  vaccine,  it  is  hoped  to  prevent  young  children  at  risk  contracting  the 
disease. 

1952 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  provision  of  a Health  Centre,  but  for  various 
reasons,  such  as  cost  of  building,  lack  of  demand  and  doubtful  advantage,  the 
project  was  postponed.  As  additional  child  welfare  clinics  were  needed,  it  was 
decided  to  provide  a mobile  clinic. 

1953 

The  population  living  in  the  new  housing  estates  on  the  town’s  perimeter 
was  catered  for  very  successfully  by  the  inauguration  of  a Mobile  Clinic,  the  first 
of  its  kind.  Health  Departments  in  this  and  other  countries  have  sought  infor- 
mation about  the  Clinic  and  visiting  deputations  have  exhibited  marked  interest 
in  it.  The  Health  Committee’s  decision  to  go  ahead  with  this  project  has 
satisfied  a need,  saved  time  and  money,  and  produced  a service  readily  available 
to  every  family. 

1 955 — Poliomyelitis 

Of  the  10  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year,  3 were  paralytic, 
one  of  whom  died  from  respiratory  paralysis  and  the  remaining  7 cases  were  non- 
paralytic and  of  a minor  nature.  There  were  6 children  of  school  age  affected, 
one  of  pre-school  age  and  the  remaining  3 cases  who  were  all  adults,  were  paralysed 
There  was  no  traceable  connection  between  the  patients  in  either  time  or  place 
and  no  common  factors  came  to  light. 

1955 — Health  of  Children 

Consideration  was  given  by  the  Health  Committee  to  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  27/54  on  the  prevention  of  the  break-up  of  families.  The  existing  and 
ever  increasing  Domestic  Help  Service  enables  children  to  live  at  home  during 
the  illness  of  a parent  or  guardian.  The  inauguration  of  a Night  Sitter-in 
Service  completed  round  the  clock  assistance  during  such  domestic  crises  and 
offered  care  to  the  aged  and  infirm.  The  new  service  is  an  emergency  one  and  so 
far  there  has  been  little  demand  for  it,  which  is  fortunate  as  recruits  are  not  easily 
found. 
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1955 — Immunisation  against  Tuberculosis  : B.C.G.  Vaccination 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  in 
Barrow  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  to  children  aged  13  years 
and  under  14  years  at  the  end  of  the  current  school  year,  whose  parents  or  guar- 
dians gave  written  consent  to  this  procedure  and  to  the  pre-vaccination  and 
post-vaccination  tests.  Immunisation  was  carried  out  in  schools  to  ensure 
minimum  loss  of  school  time  and  to  obviate  the  need  for  children  to  travel. 

1956 

A further  noteworthy  advance  in  this  field  was  the  introduction  of  vaccina- 
tion against  poliomyelitis.  Registration  for  the  vaccination  of  the  children  in  the 
age  groups  authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  offered  to  the  public  in 
March  and  April  through  the  medium  of  notices  in  the  press,  posters  and  by 
individual  approaches  to  parents  by  the  Medical  Officers,  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses.  Owing  to  the  limited  supply  of  vaccine  available,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  had  to  limit  the  supply  of  vaccine  to  each  Local  Authority  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  vaccinate  only  children  born  in  certain  months  of  the 
selected  years,  and  was  carried  out  in  May,  June  and  November.  When  larger 
supplies  of  vaccine  are  made  available  in  the  New  Year  the  remainder  will  be 
vaccinated,  and  as  production  increases  it  is  hoped  that  this  service  will  eventu- 
ally become  as  readily  available  as  protection  against  smallpox,  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  is  now. 

1957 

The  most  important  happening  of  the  year  was  the  contamination  of  the 
countryside  by  the  emission  of  radio-active  vapour  from  one  of  the  nuclear 
reactors  at  the  plutonium  factory  at  Windscale  in  Cumberland  during  the 
second  week  of  October.  The  factory  is  about  25  miles  directly  from  Barrow  in  a 
north  westerly  direction  and  it  happened  that  the  winds  were  mainly  blowing 
from  this  direction  during  the  “ fall-out.” 

It  was  quickly  established  that  the  major  problem  arose  from  the  milk  of 
cattle  grazing  on  grass  contaminated  by  radio-active  iodine  and  that  such  milk 
would  be  dangerous  to  small  children.  Barrow  was  not  originally  in  the  area 
where  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  stopped  local  milk  producers  supplying  milk 
but  by  the  beginning  of  the  third  week  of  October  the  control  area  was  extended 
to  include  the  town  and  surrounding  areas. 

Since  this  was  the  first  event  of  the  kind  to  be  reported  in  the  country  and 
Barrow-in-Furness  was  the  largest  concentration  of  population  to  be  affected, 
there  was  considerable  public  anxiety,  which  was  added  to  by  a great  deal  of 
national  publicity  and  lack  of  knowledge  about  the  consequences. 

There  were  three  public  health  aspects.  Milk  had  to  be  “ imported  ” from 
outside  the  controlled  area  and  until  re-organisation  took  place  there  was  some 
delay  in  milk  supplies.  Mothers  of  young  babies  using  cow’s  milk  were  allowed 
national  dried  riTtlk  if  they  needed  it.  Supervision  of  disposal  of  contaminated 
milk  in  sewers  brought  a new  immediate  duty  for  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  destruction  of  thyroid  glands  of  animals  from  the  contaminated  area 
was  decided  as  wise  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Abattoir  dealt  with  this. 

Seaweed  from  Walney  Island  is  collected  and  sent  to  Wales  to  be  used  in 
making  laverbread  and  there  was  a possibility  that  this  could  be  contaminated 
but  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  gave  assurances  about  its 
safety. 
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The  control  area  of  milk  was  reduced  in  size  on  31st  October.  There  was  a 
further  partial  de-restriction  on  4th  November  and  finally  all  restrictions  were 
removed  on  23rd  November.  Thus  local  anxiety  gradually  eased  but  the 
accident  has  focussed  interest  and  questing  for  information  by  all  charged  with 
the  task  of  advising  about  hazards  to  public  health  and  presented  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  with  the  new  held  of  possible  dangers  from  all  kinds  of  radio- 
activity. 

1957 — Health  Education 

A stimulus  was  given  to  health  education  by  the  announcement  from  the 
Minister  of  Health  of  the  association  between  lung  cancer  and  cigarette  smoking. 

1958 

Nationally  much  writing  and  discussion  took  place  on  environmental  hazards 
in  the  community.  The  Clean  Air  Act  came  fully  into  force  in  June,  and  the 
Authority  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a special  smoke  inspector. 

The  Litter  Act  also  became  law  during  the  year,  but  there  was  no  appreciable 
decrease  in  the  amount  of  litter  seen  in  the  town. 

1 have  pointed  out  the  dangers  of  Walney  Channel  where  the  sewerage  of  the 
town  is  dumped  and  unless  the  townspeople  take  more  interest  in  these  environ- 
mental hazards,  they  will  not  achieve  as  good  health  as  they  might. 

More  proof  comes  each  day  that  we  can  improve  the  conditions  in  which  we 
live  if  we  are  interested  and  care  to  do  so  and  in  the  future  this  town  will  have  to 
consider  processing  its  sewerage  along  with  all  riparian  Authorities.  This  will  be 
expensive,  but  by-products  would  offset  some  of  the  cost  and  perhaps  improve 
our  crops  and  probably  make  them  less  prone  to  disease. 

There  has  also  been  much  interest  in  the  country  on  whether  it  is  better  for 
mothers  to  remain  at  home  for  childbirth  or  go  to  hospital.  This  discussion  was 
crystallising  towards  the  end  of  the  year  when  the  Cranbrook  Report  on  Maternity 
Services  was  awaited.  Elsewhere  in  the  report  will  be  noted  an  exceedingly 
high  incidence  of  breast  infections  in  patients  discharged  from  the  local  maternity 
hospital  compared  with  patients  delivered  in  their  own  homes. 

This  possibility  of  infection  in  patients  going  to  hospital  is  well-known  to 
doctors,  but  may  not  always  be  appreciated  by  those  who  elect  to  go  to  hospital 
rather  than  stay  at  home.  It  must  be  added  that  this  observation  is  no  reflection 
on  the  local  maternity  unit,  for  this  trouble  of  hospital  infection  is  common 
throughout  the  country. 

Family  Planning  Clinic 

The  Local  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  was  formed  during  the 
year  and  since  May  has  held  clinics  on  Wednesday  mornings  at  the  Welfare 
Centre.  The  Branch  Medical  Officer-in-Charge  and  a nurse  are  in  attendance  at 
each  session. 

1959 

Another  clinic  was  organised  during  the  year  to  help  those  children  affected 
with  cerebral  palsy.  The  physiotherapist  and  speech  therapist  from  the  authority 
were  seconded  to  the  Cerebral  Palsy  Clinic,  at  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital,  to 
work  as  a team  with  the  Orthopaedic  Specialist  and  Paediatrician.  Again  an 
admirable  example  of  co-operation  between  different  parts  of  the  Health  Service. 
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1960 

All  District  Nurses,  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses  and  Midwives  are  now 
administered  from  one  place  where  they  have  good  working  conditions  and 
where  there  is  ample  opportunity  for  the  various  types  of  nurses  to  co-operate. 

Two  other  events  helped  this  process.  In  July  we  began  using  sterile 
syringes  supplied  by  the  Sterile  Syringe  Service  of  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  and  the  Authority  appointed  its  first  full-time  Domestic  Help 
Organiser. 

Environmental  hazards  are  still  with  us.  During  the  year  much  comment 
was  occasioned  by  a report  on  Sewage  Contamination  of  Bathing  Beaches.  The 
Corporation  are  aware  of  their  responsibilities  here  and  by  next  year  no  sewage 
will  be  discharged  to  the  sea  on  the  open  side  of  Walney  Island.  All  will  be 
disposed  of  into  Walney  Channel  and  the  Surveyor  and  myself  are  working 
closely  in  this  matter  to  detect  and  prevent  any  pollution  of  our  best  beaches. 

The  most  important  point  of  interest  during  the  year  was  the  Mental  Health 
Act,  1959,  which  was  brounght  into  operation  in  parts  on  dates  announced  by 
the  Minister  of  Health. 


1961 

The  George  Hastwell  Training  Centre  for  mentally  subnormal  children  was 
officially  opened  in  March  by  Alderman  G.  D.  Hastwell,  after  whom  it  is  named. 
Alderman  Hastwell  completed  twenty-two  years  as  Chairman  of  the  Health 

Committee  during  the  year,  but  relinquished  the  Chairmanship.  It  is  appro- 
priate that  there  is  some  tangible  reminder  of  his  long  service  and  his  great 
experience  in  health  administration. 

Although  I have  mentioned  the  hiatus  in  implementing  smoke  control 
legislation,  it  must  not  be  thought  we  have  any  great  smoke  nuisances  or  are  not 
progressing  in  this  held.  Many  of  our  industries  have  immensely  improved  their 
discharges  of  smoke  in  recent  years,  and  our  open  position  seldom  gives  us  many 
days  when  the  air  is  still  enough  to  permit  even  an  industrial  haze. 

The  Authority’s  Chiropody  Service  was  introduced  in  June,  1961,  and  will 
fill  a long-felt  need  by  the  eligible  categories  of  patients,  that  is,  handicapped 
persons,  the  elderly  and  expectant  mothers.  Mr.  D.  J.  Day,  M.Ch.S.,  agreed  to 
participate  in  the  scheme  and  conducted  sessions  in  his  own  premises.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  it  had  been  agreed  to  transfer  the  Clinic  to  a room  in  the  Welfare 
Centre  from  January,  1962. 

1962 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  shows  a very  satis- 
factory fall  from  19.23  to  15.62  Out  of  the  27  infant  deaths  12  showed  con- 
genital abnormalities  and  this  was  the  year  in  which  tremendous  interest  was 
shown  in  this  type  of  abnormality  following  the  tragedies  due  to  thalidomide. 
I am  glad  to  say  that  no  congenital  abnormalities  due  to  thalidomide  were 
reported  in  this  town. 

The  testing  of  babies  for  phenylketonuria  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
has  now  proved  itself  to  be  of  value  in  this  town,  as  one  case  of  phenylketonuria 
was  detected  and  following  treatment  is  now  progressing  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner. 
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1963 

The  Local  Authority  Ten  Year  Plan  was  reviewed  during  the  year,  with 
most  of  the  new  items  being  on  the  Mental  Health  side.  The  Authority  has  now 
approved  in  principle,  the  building  of  a Hostel  for  Subnormal  Adults,  a further 
Hostel  for  the  Mentally  111  and  in  the  second  live  year  period,  a Hostel  for  Psycho- 
Geriatric  Cases. 

The  amount  of  Health  Education  carried  out  in  the  schools  is  not  as  exten- 
sive as  1 would  wish,  but  during  the  year  a considerable  effort  was  made  to  bring 
home  to  children  and  parents  the  dangers  associated  with  the  smoking  of 
cigarettes.  Arrangements  had  already  been  made  by  Dr.  Nelson  for  one  of  the 
Mobile  Anti-Smoking  Units  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  to 
visit  the  town  in  November.  The  Unit  was  in  the  town  for  two  days  and 
demonstrations  and  talks  were  given  at  two  primary  and  two  secondary  schools. 
Some  might  be  surprised  that  the  Unit  attended  two  primary  schools,  but 
Health  Education  is  like  any  other  form  of  Education,  and  can  hardly  begine 
soon  enough.  The  visits  to  schools  were  backed  up  by  the  sending  of  a letter  to 
the  parent  of  every  school  child.  There  were  1 1 ,000  of  these,  and  I am  grateful 
for  the  co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers  in  their  distribution.  An  article, 
“ Smoking  and  Health,’'  reprinted  from  “ Reader’s  Digest,”  was  also  distributed, 
together  with  hundreds  of  leaflets  and  posters.  If  anyone  now  doubts  that  lung 
cancer  is  an  increasing  menace  they  need  look  no  further  than  the  lung  cancer 
deaths  for  Barrow  alone. 

1964 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a severe  epidemic  of  rubella  in  the 
town  which,  during  its  peak,  probably  reached  300 — 400  cases  a week.  Fortun- 
ately most  of  the  lay  public  is  now  well  aware  of  the  associated  danger  between 
rubella  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy  and  damage  to  the  foetus.  As  a result, 
many  expectant  mothers  in  this  category  consulted  their  family  doctors  and 
received  gamma  globulin  where  indicated.  Thankfully,  too,  the  epidemic  did 
not  outstrip  the  supplies  of  gamma  globulin  so  that  the  situation  was  never 
reached  where  expectant  mothers  in  need  of  gamma  globulin  had  to  be  told  that 
no  further  supplies  were  available.  So  far  as  the  Health  Department  is  aware, 
no  foetus  suffered  damage  as  the  result  of  this  outbreak. 

An  “ At  Risk  ” register  was  introduced  during  the  course  of  the  year  on  the 
lines  laid  down  by  Dr.  Mary  Sheridan  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  has  proved 
to  be  a tremendous  help  to  the  Health  Visitors  when  making  their  first  visit. 

The  notification  of  congenital  abnormalities  was  begun  on  a national  basis 
and  is  of  use  both  locally  and  centrally.  This  scheme  was  obviously  stimulated 
by  the  thalidomide  disaster  and  both  this  scheme  and  the  “ At  Risk  ” register 
indicate  a changing  emphasis  in  relation  to  health  and  disease. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  the  new  Mobile  Clinic  came  into  use  during  the  year, 
and  though  some  modifications  will  be  necessary,  it  has  proved  a great  success. 
I should  add,  however,  that  a mobile  clinic  is  no  adequate  substitute  for  per- 
manent clinic  accommodation. 

Quite  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  Dental 
Service  and  during  the  year  a Student  Dental  Hygienist  was  appointed  and  is 
now  undergoing  training.  At  the  time  of  writing,  provision  has  also  been  made 
for  the  appointment  of  a Dental  Auxiliary,  and  for  the  purchase  of  an  X-Ray 
machine.  In  the  past,  cases  requiring  dental  X-Rays  were  referred  to  the 
North  Lonsdale  Hospital.  In  spite  of  the  steady  progress  that  we  are  making 
towards  better  dental  health,  the  overall  national  position  is  really  quite  appalling. 
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There  is  no  one  answer  to  this  problem,  but  without  doubt  a delay  in  local 
authority  fluoridation  schemes  is  a contributory  factor  to  the  present  position. 
However,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  progress  will  be  made  in  this  direction 
within  the  next  few  years. 

1965 

A new  post  of  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  was  created  and  successfully  filled. 
The  object  of  creating  this  new  post  was  to  improve  the  services  to  the  elderly, 
by  improving  the  liaison  between  the  Hospital  Service,  the  General  Practitioner 
Service  and  the  Local  Authority  Service.  Besides  her  domiciliary  visiting,  the 
Health  Visitor  holding  the  post  attends  the  Geriatric  Clinic  of  one  of  the  Con- 
sultant Physicians.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  one  person  to  visit  all  the 
elderly  people  in  the  town,  but  as  the  service  develops,  I anticipate  most  of  the 
elderly  at  “ special  risk  ” will  become  known  to  her. 

A male  District  Nurse  was  sent  to  Aberdeen  for  Health  Officer  training,  and 
on  his  return,  part  of  his  duties  will  be  the  health  visiting  of  the  male  elderly 
in.  the  town.  His  other  duties  will  be  largely  concerned  with  health  education. 

Plans  were  made  during  the  year,  for  the  introduction  of  a Sterile  Dressings 
Service,  which  is  now  in  operation.  Dressings  are  packed  at  the  Nursing  Centre 
and  sterilised  for  us  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  at  Devonshire 
Road  Hospital.  This  is  a further  example  of  co-operation  between  the  Local 
Authority  and  Hospital  Services,  which  is  always  extremely  good.  The  use  of 
disposables  has  increased  during  the  year,  and  besides  the  disposable  incontinence 
pads  which  we  introduced  nearly  three  years  ago,  we  are  now  using  disposable 
syringes,  catheters,  gloves,  mucus  extractors,  etc. 

A start  was  made  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  an  elementary  Food  Hygiene 
Course.  The  response  to  the  course  was  good.  Such  a course  is,  I feel,  a most 
important  adjunct  to  the  day-to-day  work  that  is  carried  out  by  the  Food 
Hygiene  Officer,  supported  by  the  District  Inspectors.  At  the  present  time,  no 
examinations  for  the  students  attending  the  course  have  been  arranged,  but  a 
certificate  is  issued  to  those  who  have  successfully  completed  the  course. 

A little  experiment  in  the  use  of  hot  air  hand  driers  and  paper  towels  was 
started  during  the  year,  with  the  object  of  eventually  replacing  roller  towels  by  a 
combination  of  these  methods.  The  communal  roller  towel  is  most  unhygienic, 
and  should  be  abolished. 

1966 

Family  planning  arrangements  received  a boost  with  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  5/66.  Under  this  Circular,  the  Local  Authority  has  arranged  with  the 
Family  Planning  Association  for  their  services  to  be  extended  free  of  charge  to 
those  cases  where  pregnancy  would  be  detrimental  to  health.  Good  family 
planning  is  so  important  a basis  to  any  Welfare  State  that  it  is  staggering  that 
such  slow  progress  has  been  made  in  this  field  and  that  we  are  still,  in  the  main, 
dependant  on  a voluntary  organisation. 

A Cervical  Cytology  Service  was  introduced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
The  clinic  is  open  to  all  adult  females,  who  may  attend  of  their  own  volition  or  be 
referred  by  their  family  doctor.  The  clinic  is  well  attended,  but  we  are  unable 
to  publicise  it  to  the  extent  that  we  would  wish  for  fear  of  swamping  the  hospital 
laboratory,  which  has  to  deal  with  the  specimens.  The  training  of  technicians  to 
cany  out  the  examination  of  the  smears  is,  of  course  being  pressed  forward  with 
all  speed  by  those  responsible,  but  as  in  so  many  fields,  it  appears  to  be  impossible 
to  train  or  obtain  a sufficient  number  of  staff. 
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In  regard  to  the  fluoridation  of  the  public  water  supplies,  this  Authority  has 
been  in  favour  of  such  a move  since  1963,  but  the  Water  Board  would  appear  to 
be  in  difficulties  in  regard  to  implementing  this  decision,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
one  Authority,  at  least,  which  they  supply  with  water,  has  voted  against  fluorida- 
tion. This  is  a most  important  measure  and  every  year  that  passes  without 
its  introduction  on  a national  scale  means  that  many  thousands  of  children  have 
to  undergo  needless  dental  extractions  and  fillings,  with  all  the  pain  and  suffering 
that  this  involves.  One  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  the  time  has  not  long  since 
passed,  when  by  law,  all  Water  Authorities  should  have  to  adjust  the  water  which 
they  supply  so  that  it  contains  one  part  per  million  of  fluoride. 

The  story  really  ends  with  the  1967  Annual  Report.  I hope  you  have 
enjoyed  reading  these  abstracts  and  that  the  aims  and  objectives  of  the  Public 
Health  Service  are  a little  clearer. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  ROBERTS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


County  Borough  of  Barrow-in-Furness 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  1967 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1967 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  the  course  of  the  year  we  were  pleased  to  welcome  Dr.  J.  H.  Jackson 
to  the  Department.  We  have,  1 think,  been  very  fortunate  in  the  medical  staff' 
which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  especially  when  one  hears  of  the  difficulties 
which  some  authorities  appear  to  be  having  in  the  recruitment  of  doctors. 

The  general  health  of  the  school  children  of  Barrow  is  satisfactory,  but 
clearly  there  is  no  limit  to  the  point  at  which  we  might  aim  in  regard  to  the 
improvement  of  health. 

I have  referred,  in  previous  reports,  to  the  position  regarding  verrucae, 
and  I will  not,  therefore,  reiterate  comments  which  I have  already  made,  but 
the  only  answer  to  this  problem  might  well  have  to  be  the  appointment  of  a 
suitable  person  to  inspect  children’s  feet  before  they  enter  the  changing  area 
of  the  swimming  bath  The  nursing  staff  are  now  carrying  out  a term-by-term, 
inspection  of  children’s  feet,  and  the  Baths  Superintendent  is  co-operating 
with  us  to  the  full  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  infection,  but 
clearly,  from  the  figures  shown,  our  measures  are  still  not  meeting  with  the 
required  degree  of  success. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  there  has  been  an  overall  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  unclean  heads,  and  the  position  in  Barrow — when  compared  with  figures  for 
the  country  as  a whole — is  clearly  satisfactory,  but  the  position  can  never  be 
wholly  satisfactory  until  we  are  returning  an  incidence  of  nil  per  cent. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  there  was  quite  a considerable  outbreak  of 
infectious  hepatitis,  and  besides  introducing  all  the  usual  measures  of  hygiene 
so  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease,  we  were  also  able  to  participate  in 
quite  an  extensive  investigation  in  association  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  with  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  Gamma  Globulin  in  preventing  the  occur- 
rence of  the  disease  in  known  contacts  of  cases.  This  has  been  carried  out  on  a 
national  scale,  and  is  one  example  of  several  investigations  in  which  Health 
Departments  take  part.  The  outbreak  also  accelerated  the  introduction  of 
paper  towels  in  all  schools,  and  this  measure  should  play  a considerable  part  in 
preventing  similar  outbreaks  of  this  type  in  the  future.  There  is,  perhaps,  a 
tendency  in  these  days  of  antibiotics,  to  overlook  simple,  hygienic  measures. 

The  joint. .appointment  with  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  an 
Audiology  Technician,  has  proved  a great  success,  and  Mrs.  Dowthwaite  has 
pursued  her  task  with  tremendous  energy  and  vigour.  This  is  a further  example 
of  co-operation  and  co-ordination  between  the  various  branches  of  the  Health 
Services,  which  I would  say  is  now  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception. 

We  are  also  now  testing  the  sight  of  all  school  children  annually.  This 
is  in  line  with  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  and  will 
clearly  prevent  a child  with  deteriorating  vision  going  unnoticed  for  too  long 
a time, 
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I have  previously  referred  to  the  position  regarding  fluoridation,  and  I 
am  glad  that  this  authority  has  always  been  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of 
this  measure,  although  in  practical  terms,  this  is  still,  as  yet,  not  producing 
the  desired  end  result.  The  Dental  Service,  in  the  meantime,  is  attempting  to 
combat  the  overwhelming  problem  of  dental  caries  by  applying  stannous  fluoride 
to  children’s  teeth  when  they  attend  the  Dental  Clinic,  although  this  measure 
is  unlikely  to  prove  as  satisfactory  as  the  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply. 

Lastly,  1 should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Committee  for  their 
consideration  and  help,  and  the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  support  and 
loyalty. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  J.  ROBERTS, 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

Health  Department, 

Hardy  Street, 

B arro  w-in-Furness . 

Tel.  : Barrow  24437-9  (3  lines) 
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Chairman  Alderman  L.  Allen 

Vice-Chairman  ....  Alderman  J.  L.  Jackson 

Alderman  W.  M.  Gabbatt 
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Councillor  Mrs.  A.  Chattaway 
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SCHOOL  PROVISION 


Number  of  children  on  the  school  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


No.  of 
Schools 

Average  No.  of 
Children 
Attending 

Primary  Schools  County  

20 

4972 

Voluntary 

7 

1400 

Secondary  Schools  County  

8 

2570 

(including  one  Voluntary 

Technical  School) 

2 

636 

Grammar  Schools  

2 

1063 

Nursery  School 

Roa  Island  Special  School  for  Delicate  and 

1 

108 

Physically  Handicapped  Children  

Richard  Brunskill  Special  School  for  E.S.N. 

1 

48 

Pupils 

1 

79 

Independent  School 

(Our  Lady’s  R.C.  Preparatory)  where  the 
facilities  afforded  by  the  School  Health 
Service  are  extended) 

1 

172 

SCHOOL  CLINICS 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
Special  Inspection  Clinic 
Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Dental  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Physiotherapy  Clinic 

Remedial  Exercises  Clinic 
Speech  Clinic 

Cerebral  Palsy  Clinic* 


Arndene,  Abbey  Road 
Arndene,  Abbey  Road 
Arndene,  Abbey  Road 


Central  Clinic, 
Abbey  Road 


Central  Clinic, 

Abbey  Road 

Central  Clinic, 

Abbey  Road 

North  Lonsdale 
Hospital 

Arndene,  Abbey  Road 

North  Lonsdale 
Hospital 


Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  afternoon. 

Monday  to  Friday  morning 
and  afternoon  as  required. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
afternoon  and  Saturday 
morning. 

Monday  to  Friday  morning 
and  afternoon.  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day evening. 

Approximately  every 
month,  Tuesday  morning 

Monday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day afternoon.  Monday 
and  Wednesday  morning. 

Wednesday  afternoon 

Monday  to  Wednesday 
morning.  Monday  to  Fri- 
day afternoon. 

Thursday  morning  and  Fri- 
day morning. 


* Conducted  by  the  Consultant  Paediatrician,  Dr.  M.  B.  Morris,  under  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Barrow  and  Furness  Hospital  Management  Committee  and 
with  the  participation  of  the  Local  Authority’s  Physiotherapist, 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

A programme  of  routine  medical  inspections  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  on  the  same  lines  as  in  1966. 

Three  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  school  life  of  each  child,  one 
in  the  second  term  after  entry  to  school,  one  during  the  last  year  at  the  primary 
school,  and  one  in  the  penultimate  term  of  the  last  year  of  attendance  at  a secon- 
dary school.  Routine  medical  inspections  were  also  carried  out  each  term  at 
the  Bram  Longstaffe  Nursery  School  and  all  Infant  Schools.  In  addition  school 
nurses  tested  the  vision  of  all  children. 

Roa  Island  Special  School  was  visited  every  two  weeks  during  1967. 

In  most  cases  children  whom  medical  staff  wished  to  review  were  seen  at 
school. 

Special  examinations,  whenever  defects  found  at  routine  examinations  were 
felt  to  require  review  at  an  earlier  date  than  the  next  routine  inspection,  contin- 
ued to  be  carried  out  at  the  Authority’s  clinic. 


PERIODIC  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

Number  of  children  examined  : — 


Age  Groups 
Inspected 
(By  year  of  birth) 
1963  and  later 
1962 
1961 
1960 
1959 
1958 
1957 
1956 
1955 
1954 
1953 

1952  and  earlier 


No.  of  pupils 
Inspected 

152 

695 

451 

33 

40 

27 

404 

628 

224 

35 

347 

596 


Total  3632 


OTHER  EXAMINATIONS 

Special  Examinations  69 

Re-inspections  670 

739 


Physical  condition  of  children  examined 


No. 

% of  total 

Satisfactory  

3601 

99.15 

Unsatisfactory  

31 

0.85 
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RESULT  OF  INSPECTIONS 
PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

The  number  of  defects  requiring  treatment  found  at  periodic  examinations 
was  567  compared  with  470  in  1966. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Entrants  Leavers 

Total 

including  all 
other  age 
groups 
inspected 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 

observation 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 

observation 

Requiring  Requiring 

treatment  observation 

Skin  

28 

58 

47 

48 

151 

166 

Eyes  (a)  Vision  

12 

123 

34 

225 

104 

609 

(b)  Squint  

11 

30 

1 

7 

17 

69 

(c)  Other  

3 

7 

1 

10 

5 

27 

Ears  (a)  Hearing 

4 

58 

2 

23 

9 

119 

(b)  Otitis  Media  .... 

3 

60 

0 

7 

7 

84 

(c)  Other  

0 

3 

1 

5 

2 

14 

Nose  and  Throat  

13 

137 

2 

23 

22 

215 

Speech  

16 

20 

2 

1 

30 

31 

Lymphatic  Glands 

1 

38 

0 

3 

1 

46 

Heart  

3 

19 

2 

15 

9 

55 

Lungs  

9 

37 

1 

10 

10 

76 

Developmental 

(a)  Hernia  

2 

4 

0 

2 

2 

6 

(b)  Other  

3 

140 

6 

42 

31 

288 

Orthopaedic 

(a)  Posture  

2 

4 

3 

3 

15 

12 

(b)  Feet  

16 

10 

4 

6 

35 

35 

(c)  Other  

47 

71 

2 

29 

60 

155 

Nervous  System 

(a)  Epilepsy 

1 

8 

0 

3 

1 

22 

(b)  Other  

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 

12 

Psychological 

(a)  Development 

0 

8 

1 

0 

3 

19 

(b)  Stability 

1 

16 

0 

16 

4 

57 

Abdomen  

6 

8 

3 

13 

16 

35 

Other  

14 

68 

1 

7 

32 

104 

Totals  

195 

930 

114 

499 

567 

2256 
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SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  found  at  special  inspections. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

Special  Inspections 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

Treatment 

Under  Observation 

Skin  

2 

1 

Eyes  : 

(a)  Vision  

57 

90 

(b)  Squint  

— 

— 

(c)  Other  

— 

— 

Ears  : 

(a)  Hearing  

4 

8 

(b)  Otitis  Media  

— 

— 

(c.)  Other  

2 

— 

Nose  and  Throat  

1 

1 

Speech 

3 

— 

Lymphatic  Glands  

— 

— 

Heart  

1 

— 

Lungs  

1 

— 

Developmental  : 

(a)  Hernia  

— 

— - 

(b)  Other  

5 

30 

Orthopaedic  : 

(a)  Posture  

1 

— 

(b)  Feet  

14 

3 

(c)  Other  

4 

1 

Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Epilepsy  

— 

— 

(b)  Other  

— 

— 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development  

— 

— 

(b)  Stability  

— 

— 

Abdomen  

— 

— 

Other 

5 

3 

Totals  

100 

137 

The  Audiology  Technician  carried  out  Audiometric  examinations  at  the 
School  Clinic,  Arndene,  and  of  249  school  children  suspected  of  having  defective 
hearing,  47  of  these  were  considered  to  require  treatment  and  were  referred  to 
their  family  doctors, 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 


Age  Groups  inspected 
(By  Year  of  Birth) 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding) 
squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
previous  table 

Total 

individual 

Pupils 

1963  and  later 

— 

33 

33 

1962 

9 

81 

88 

1961 

3 

53 

55 

1960 

— 

1 

1 

1959 

1 

9 

10 

1958 

1 

3 

4 

1957 

9 

54 

60 

1956 

35 

93 

122 

1955 

11 

27 

35 

1954 

1 

5 

6 

1953 

12 

23 

34 

1952  and  earlier 

22 

59 

78 

Totals 

104 

441 

526 

Visits  to  the  Homes  of  Children  by  School  Nurses 

The  number  of  home  visits  paid  by  school  nurses  was  834  as  compared  with 
818  in  1966.  These  figures  do  not  give  a true  picture  of  the  liaison  with  the  home  ; 
the  majority  of  the  school  nurses  are  also  employed  as  health  visitors  and  on  their 
regular  visits  to  young  children  in  the  family  they  are  able  to  enquire  about  the 
children  at  school.  Such  enquiries  are  not  included  in  the  above  figure. 
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ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

During  the  year  455  children  made  3,809  attendances  ; of  these  451  children 
made  3,805  attendances  for  the  treatment  of  plantar  warts  (see  Graph). 

The  various  out-patient  clinics  of  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  were  also 
available  to  school  children  and,  during  the  year,  2,244  children  made  4,493 
attendances. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

By  arrangements  with  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board,  separate 
Specialist  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics  for  children  at  the  North  Lonsdale  Hos- 
pital were  conducted  by  Mr.  J.  Potter,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.L.O.  Children  are  referred 
through  their  own  family  doctors. 

The  clinics  are  held  weekly  and  during  the  year  253  children  made  772 
attendances. 

There  is  a fairly  lengthy  waiting  list  at  the  local  hospital  for  operations  for 
these  defects,  but  urgent  cases  are  dealt  with,  without  delay. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Arrangements  for  the  examination  of  children  with  defective  vision  and 
minor  eye  conditions  were  the  same  in  substance  as  in  previous  years. 

The  routine  work  performed  in  the  clinic  comprised  the  examination, 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  various  ocular  conditions  in  children  referred  by  the 
school  medical  officers,  and  in  a few  instances  by  their  own  family  doctors. 
Glasses  were  prescribed  to  correct  refractive  errors.  Children  who  required  medi- 
cal treatment  for  minor  affections  of  the  eye  received  the  appropriate  therapy  at 
the  clinic.  Where  hospital  treatment  was  indicated  the  child  was  referred  to 
the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital. 

753  school  children  made  1089  attendances  at  the  clinic  ; 541  children  had 
their  eyes  tested,  and  453  prescriptions  for  glasses  were  issued. 


Errors  of  Refraction  

Congenital  Abnormalities  

Disorders  of  Ocular  Motility  

Post  Operative  Squints  still  under  observation 

Nothing  abnormal  discovered  

Ocular  Disease  

Trauma  

Discharged  


460 


146 


36 


77 


19 


8 


6 


1 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Mr.  R.  Harrison,  Orthopaedic  Consultant  Surgeon  to  the  Barrow  and 
Furness  Group  of  Hospitals,  attends  the  Clinic  at  monthly  intervals  and  sees 
children  with  orthopaedic  defects  ascertained  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  or 
referred  by  the  Family  Doctor. 

Treatment  between  clinics  is  carried  out  by  Miss  Johnson,  the  Authority’s 
Physiotherapist.  Hospital  treatment  is  provided  at  the  North  Lonsdale 
Hospital  in  the  case  of  short  stay  cases,  whilst  conditions  requiring  longer  terms 
of  hospitalisation  are  admitted  to  the  Ethel  Hedley  Hospital. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  was  held  on  12  occasions  and  37  school  children  made 
50  attendances.  The  average  attendances  of  school  children  and  pre-school 
children  was  7. 


Physiotherapy  and  Remedial  Exercises  Clinic 
The  following  table  shows  the  treatment  given  : — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Children 

Attendances 

Massage  

• — 

— 

U.V.R.  Therapy 

20 

711 

Remedial  Exercises  .... 

60 

1023 

Strappings 

5 

152 

Others  

6 

289 

Surgical  Appliances 

16 

32 

Hospital  Treatment 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  procedure  for  referring  school  children 
for  Specialist  opinion,  investigation  or  treatment  through  the  child’s  own 
family  doctor.  Advice  of  hospital  admissions  and  discharges,  together  with 
copies  of  all  reports  by  hospital  specialists  to  family  doctors  are  forwarded  for 
the  information  of  the  school  medical  officers. 


Cleanliness  of  School  Children 

During  the  year  the  school  nurses  made  29,150  routine  cleanliness  inspec- 
tions and  1,465  re-inspections  of  school  children.  344  children  were  found  to  be 
unclean. 

Cleansing  notices  (Section  54(2),  Education  Act,  1944)  were  issued  in 
respect  of  56  individual  pupils. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  RESULT  OF  CLEANLINESS  (HEAD) 

INSPECTIONS  IN  SCHOOLS 


School 

Average 
No.  of 
Pupils 

No.  of 
examin- 
ations 

No.  of 
re-exam- 
inations 

No. 

unclean 

Percentage 

unclean 

1966  1967 

Abbotsmead  County  Junior 

351 

1113 

64 

23 

9.97 

6 . 55 

Abbotsmead  County  Infants 

307 

1025 

32 

9 

8.67 

2.93 

Alfred  Barrow  Boys  Secondary 

344 

471 

18 

2 

1 . 12 

0.58 

Alfred  Barrow  Girls  Secondary 

314 

928 

74 

31 

3.94 

9.87 

Barrow  Island  County  Junior 

186 

540 

1 

2 

— 

1.08 

Barrow  Island  County  Infants 

194 

561 

11 

3 

12.92 

1.55 

Brain  Longstaffe  Nursery 

108 

266 

— 

— 

— 

— 

County  Grammar  School  for  Boys 

547 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

County  Grammar  School  for  Girls 

516 

872 

— 

— 

0 . 80 

— 

Greengate  County  J unior  Boys 

220 

700 

61 

9 

3.24 

4.09 

Greengate  County  J unior  Girls 

209 

697 

175 

31 

5.34 

14.83 

Greengate  County  Infants 

191 

555 

44 

22 

17.72 

11.52 

Holker  County  Secondary  for  Boys 

; 344 

446 

13 

— 

3.64 

— 

Ormsgill  County  Junior 

..  293 

859 

60 

1 1 

4.59 

3.75 

Ormsgill  County  Infants 

261 

752 

31 

5 

2.03 

1.92 

Our  Lady’s  R.C.  Preparatory 

172 

497 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Our  Lady’s  R.C.  Secondary  . . 

172 

527 

13 

6 

— 

3.49 

Ramsden  County  Infants 

160 

410 

66 

2 

7.89 

1.25 

Richard  Brunskill  Special  (E.S.N.) 

79 

210 

24 

5 

26.58 

6.33 

Risedale  County  Secondary  .... 

363 

1094 

4 

2 

1.11 

0.55 

Roa  Island  Special 

48 

127 

7 

5 

1 .89 

10.42 

Roose  County  Primary 

213 

703 

6 

4 

0.52 

1.88 

Sacred  Heart  R.C.  Primary  

. 309 

906 

278 

40 

8.19 

12.94 

South  Newbarns  County  J unior 

302 

894 

1 

5 

2.  19 

1 . 66 

South  Newbarns  County  Infants 

216 

656 

1 

2 

1.36 

0 . 93 

South  Walney  County  J unior 

275 

825 

— 

1 

1.49 

0 . 36 

South  Walney  County  Infants 

219 

868 

— 

1 

1.42 

0.46 

St.  Aloysius  R.C.  Secondary 

464 

1277 

35 

29 

5.11 

6.51 

St.  Columba’s  R.C.  Primary 

253 

961 

24 

1 

0.81 

0.39 

St.  George’s  C.  of  E.  Primary. ... 

88 

319 

234 

37 

17.24 

42 . 05 

St.  J ames’s  C.  of  E.  J unior 

228 

443 

6 

6 

11.06 

2.63 

St.  James’s  County  Infants 

196 

777 

16 

8 

2.03 

4.08 

St.  Mary’s  R.C.  Junior 

233 

734 

14 

6 

5.63 

2.58 

St.  Mary’s  R.C.  Infants 

130 

460 

54 

5 

5.76 

3.85 

St.  Paul’s  C.  of  E.  Junior 

159 

467 

— 

— 

2.52 

— 

County  Technical  for  Boys  .... 

321 

118 

— 

— 

0.94 

— 

Yickerstown  County  Primary 

277 

791 

2 

1 

1.76 

0.36 

Victoria  County  Secondary  .... 

308 

905 

10 

10 

3.54 

3.25 

Victoria  County  Junior 

315 

927 

6 

— 

1 .73 

— 

Victoria  County  Infants 

293 

753 

— 

— 

6.99 

— 

Walney  County  Secondary  .... 

340 

894 

22 

— 

5 . 57 

— 

West  Shore  County  Secondary 

236 

809 

48 

14 

2.16 

5.93 

North  Walney  County  Primary 

294 

964 

10 

6 

2.32 

2 . 04 

1 1048 

29150 

1465 

344 

3.85 

3.1 1 
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Miss  H.  M.  White,  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  reports  as  follows 

“ The  Schools  have  been  visited  regularly  for  medical  and  cleanliness 
inspections. 

Lorexane  Shampoo  has  been  widely  distributed  during  the  year,  and  most 
families  co-operated  well  with  the  school  nurses.  It  is  hoped  that  this  method 
may  help  to  reduce  considerably  the  incidence  in  infestation  in  the  schools. 

During  the  year  we  commenced  yearly  eye-testing  and  this  has  already 
shown  results. 

Health  Education  has  continued  and  a full  report  is  included  under  the 
heading  of  Health  Education.” 


AUDIOLOGY  CLINIC 

Mrs.  J.  Dowthwaite,  the  Audiology  Technician,  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ Screening  Tests  for  Hearing  were  introduced  for  all  school  children  in 
1967.  A total  of  28  schools  was  visited  with  tests  carried  out  on  8,000  children. 
In  addition  twice  weekly  sessions  were  held  at  Arndene  for  more  comprehensive 
audiometric  testing.  Attendances  numbered  255,  these  being  composed  of  : 

(a)  failure  to  pass  sweep  test  in  school  ; 

(b)  queries  raised  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  ; 

(c)  requests  by  General  Practitioners,  Speech  Therapist  and  Health 
Visitors. 

Following  up  from  this,  47  children  were  referred  to  the  Family  Doctors  for 
further  investigation  and  possible  treatment  by  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Con- 
sultant. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Head  Teachers  and  their  staff  for  their  co-opera- 
tion.” 


ENURETIC  CLINIC 

Dr.  A.  Hazelden,  who  conducts  the  Enuretic  Clinic,  has  contributed  the 
following  information 

“ Weekly  sessions  have  been  held  throughout  the  year  for  the  help  and 
treatment  of  school  children  suffering  from  enuresis,  and  the  number  of  new 
attendances  during  the  twelve  month  period  has  increased  to  55.  Of  these,  34 
children  were  considered  suitable  for  treatment  with  the  bell  apparatus,  which 
was  loaned  to  them.  The  duration  of  treatment  varies  with  each  child,  but  25 
cases  have  been  reported  to  be  cured  during  the  year.  For  various  reasons  the 
remaining  9 children  did  not  complete  the  treatment.  There  are  twelve  sets  of 
apparatus  available  for  treatment.” 
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SPEECH  CLINIC 

Miss  M.  Hall,  the  Speech  Therapist,  reports  as  follows  : — 

“After  a closure  of  three  years,  the  Speech  Therapy  Clinic  was  opened  again 
in  June,  1967.  Since  that  date  it  has  been  possible  to  interview  all  those 
children  who  were  on  a waiting  list  for  treatment  and  also  to  re-interview  patients 
who  had  previously  attended  for  treatment. 

In  addition  to  this,  all  Junior,  Primary  and  Infants  schools  have  been 
visited  and  clinical  sessions  have  been  recommended. 

We  have  also  been  able  to  provide  a remedial  speech  session  at  each  of  the 
special  schools  in  the  County  Borough. 

We  hope  in  future  to  provide  a speech  advisory  service  in  order  to  discuss 
speech  development  with  the  mothers  of  young  children  and  to  have  informal 
interviews  with  children  who  would  apear  to  have  retarded  speech  and  language 


development.” 

No.  of  patients  attending  for  treatment  39 

Total  attendances  for  treatment  533 

No.  of  patients  attending  for  interview 317 

Total  attendances  1019 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  notified  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in 
school  children,  when  necessary  these  are  investigated  by  the  School  Nurses. 
Children  are  normally  excluded  from  school  for  the  period  recommended  by  the 
Department  of  Education  and  Science. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurring 


in  school  children  during  1967. 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Measles  6 

Sonne  Dysentery  5 

T.B.  Knee  1 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Special  immunisation  and  vaccination  sessions  were  arranged  for  school 
children  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  School  Clinic  and  the  Community  Hall.  These 
were  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  immunisation  sessions  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  and  vaccinated 
during  the  year. 


Immunised  against 
Diphtheria  

SCHOOL 

Local 

Authority 

Clinics 

....  122 

CHILDREN 

North 

Lonsdale 

Hospital 

3 

General 

Practitioners 

1 

Total 

126 

Re-inforcing  doses  .... 

....  890 

4 

26 

920 

Immunised  against 
Whooping  Cough  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-inforcing  doses 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Immunised  against  Tetanus  405 

145 

i 

551 

Re-inforcing  doses 

....  638 

2 

27 

667 

Immunised  against  Polio 

....  97 

— 

1 

98 

Re-inforcing  doses  .... 

....  529 

— 

14 

543 

Primary  Vaccinations 
against  Smallpox  .... 

5 

— 

10 

15 

Re-vaccinations 

— 

— 

23 

23 

Immunised  against  Typhoid 
and  Paratyphoid  ....  27 

— 

— 

27 

Re-inforcing  doses 

....  2 

— 

- — 

2 

Immunised  Against  Tuberculosis 

Arrangements  were  continued  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis 
to  children  aged  13  years  and  under  14  years  at  the  end  of  the  current  school 
year.  Older  children  who  had  missed  vaccination  in  previous  years  were  also 
included  under  an  extension  of  the  scheme. 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION  DURING  1967 
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HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  pupils  ascertained  and  placed  and  shows 
the  number  of  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year  awaiting  placement. 


Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Deaf 

Partially 

Hearing 

Physically 

Handicapped 

i Delicate 

Maladjusted 

E.S.N. 

Epileptic 

Speech 

Defects 

Total 

A.  Handicapped  children  newly  as- 
sessed as  needing  special  educational 
treatment  at  special  schools  or  in 
boarding  homes  

3 

7 

1 

1 

31 

1 

1 

45 

B.  (i)  of  the  children  included  at  A., 
number  newly  placed  in  special 
schools  (other  than  hospital 
special  schools)  or  boarding 
homes 

1 

6 

1 

1 

28 

1 

1 

39 

(ii)  of  the  children  assessed  prior 
January,  1967,  number  newly 
placed  in  special  schools  (other 
than  hospital  special  schools)  or 
boarding  homes  

1 



1 

2 

Total  B (i)  and  B (ii)  

— 

— 

2 

— 

6 

1 

1 

29 

1 

1 

41 

C.  As  at  18th  January,  1968  : — 

1.  (i)  Number  of  children  under  the 
age  of  5 years  awaiting 
places  in  special  schools 
before  1st  January,  1967  : 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

— 

(ii)  newly  assessed  since  1st 
January,  1967  : 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

— 

— 

2 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2.  (i)  Children  aged  5 years  and 
over  waiting  before  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1967,  whose  parents 
had  refused  consent  to  their 
admission  to  a special  school 
(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Others 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(iii)  Children  aged  5 years  and 
over  newly  assessed  since 
1st  January,  1967,  whose 
parents  had  refused  consent 
to  their  admission  to  a 

special  school  

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

(iv)  Others 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

3.  Total  number  of  children  await- 
ing admission  to  special  schools 
— total  of  (1)  and  (2)  above 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

2 

1 

— 

3 
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i Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Deaf 

Partially 

Hearing 

Physically 

Handicapped 

Delicate 

<V 

-4-> 

• *— * 

"O 

rS 

Tfl 

s 

E.S.N. 

Epileptic 

Speech 

Defects 

j Total 

1 ).  As  at  18th  January,  1968 

Number  of  pupils  from  the  Author- 
ity’s area  who  were  on  the  registers 

of  : — 

(i)  Maintained  special  schools 
(other  than  hospital  special 
schools  and  special  units  and 
classes  not  forming  part  of  a 
special  school)  regardless  by 
what  authority  they  are 
maintained. 

(a)  Day  

9 

26 

5 

1 

82 

6 

4 

126 

(b)  Boarding  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5 

(ii)  Non-maintained  special 

schools  (other  than  hospital 
special  schools  and  special 
units  and  classes  not  forming 
part  of  a special  school) 
wherever  situated 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

1 

5 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

12 

(iii)  Independent  schools  under 
arrangements  made  by  the 
authority. 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

■ — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Special  classes  and  units  not 
forming  part  of  a special 
school 

(a)  Day  

(b)  Boarding  

— 

E.  Number  of  children  from  the 
Authority’s  area  who  were  boarded 
in  homes  and  not  already  included 
in  D above  

* 

F.  Number  of  handicapped  pupils 
(irrespective  of  the  area  to  which 
they  belong)  were  being  educated 
under  arrangements  made  by  the 
authority  in  accordance  with  Section 
56  of  the  Education  Act,  1944 

(i)  in  hospitals  

6 

6 

(ii)  in  other  groups  e.g.  units  for 
spastics  etc 

















(iii)  at  home  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

G.  Total  number  of  handicapped  child- 
ren requiring  places  in  special 
schools  ; receiving  education  in 
special  schools  ; independent 

schools  ; special  classes  and  units  ; 
under  Section  56  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944  : and  boarded  in  Homes  ... 

Totals  of  C(3)  D(i)  to  (iv)  E and  F(i) 
to  (iii)  above  

1 

1 

7 

4 

36 

5 

5 

84 

6 

4 

153 
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Children  Found  Unsuitable  for  Education  at  School 
During  the  calendar  year  ended  31st  December,  1967. 

(i)  how  many  children  were  the  subject  of  new  decisions 
recorded  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act, 

1944  ? 4 

(ii)  how  many  reviews  were  carried  out  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  57A  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ? ....  None 

(iii)  how  many  decisions  were  cancelled  under  Section 

57A(2)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  ? None 


Epilepsy 

60  children  suffering  from  epilepsy  are  attending  ordinary  schools,  the 
control  of  epilepsy  having  reached  the  stage  where  none  of  these  children  is 
ascertained  as  handicapped  and  thus  in  need  of  special  educational  treatment. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CENTRE 

The  tables  below  give  an  outline  of  the  work  of  Mrs.  A.  Fay,  the  Educational 
Psychologist.  Mrs.  Fay  took  up  her  temporary  post  with  the  Authority  on  1st 
September,  1967. 

Children  Referred 

New 
Cases 

Boys  12 

Girls  3 

15 

Age  Groups  : New  Cases 

0—5 
0 

Range  of  Intelligence  : New  Cases 

I.O.  : Below  70 
71—90 
91—110 

~ 111—150 

Not  tested 


Sources  of  Referral  : New  Cases 

Schools  11 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer  1 

Education  Department  2 

Speech  Therapist  , ....  1 


Re- 

Tested in 

tested 

Schools 

Totals 

2 

12 

26 

2 

18 

23 

— 

— 

— 

4 

30 

49 

3—11 

14 

12—16 

1 

2 

6 

2 

2 

3 
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School 

Distribution  : New  Cases 

Infants  

....  4 

J unior  

....  6 

Secondary  Modern  

5 

Reasons  for  Referral  : New  Cases 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

(a) 

Suspected  educational  subnormality 

2 

0 

2 

Suspected  educational  retardation 

5 

2 

7 

(b) 

Behaviour  disorders 

(1) 

Aggressive  and  anti-social  behaviour 

2 

1 

3 

(2) 

Pilfering 

1 

0 

1 

(c) 

Assessment  of  I.O. 

r>m/ 

2 

0 

2 

Methoi 

) of  Treatment  : New  Cases 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

(i) 

Diagnostic 

(a)  Recommended  for  referral  to  the 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer 

3 

1 

4 

(b)  Recommended  for  extra  help  in  school 
and  advice  to  teachers 

2 

2 

4 

(ii)  Advice  Given  Only 

(e.g.  treatment  unnecessary,  advice  to 
parents) 

5 

0 

5 

Assessment  for  Secondary  Education 

9 

JmU 

0 

9 
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PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

Attendances  and  Treatment 


Ages 

Ages 

Ages 

5 to 

10  to 

15 

9 

14 

and 

over 

Total 

First  Visit  

1583 

1138 

190 

2911 

Subsequent  Visits  

3778 

2856 

500 

7134 

Total  Visits  

5361 

3994 

690 

10045 

Additional  courses  of  treatment 

commenced  

194 

95 

29 

318 

Fillings  in  permanent  teeth  

826 

1496 

404 

2726 

Fillings  in  deciduous  teeth  

1847 

150 

— 

1991 

Permanent  teeth  filled  

815 

1474 

400 

2689 

Deciduous  teeth  filled  

1623 

138 

— 

1761 

Permanent  teeth  extracted  

119 

458 

104 

681 

Deciduous  teeth  extracted  

2300 

459 

— 

2759 

General  Anaesthetics  

827 

260 

23 

1110 

Emergencies  

661 

442 

77 

1180 

Number  of  pupils  X-Rayed 

. 152 

Prophylaxis  

..  509 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 

....  . . , 

721 

Number  of  teeth  root  filled 

— 

Inlays  

. ....  .... 

— 

Crowns  

. 18 

Courses  of  treatment  completed 

.... 

2358 

Orthodontics 

Cases  remaining  from  previous  year 

50 

New  cases  commenced  during  year  .... 

42 

Cases  completed  during  year 





43 

Cases  discontinued  during  year 

— 

5 

No.  of  removable  appliances 

fitted 

81 

No.  of  fixed  appliances  fitted 

— 

Pupils  referred  to  Hospital  Consultant 

— 

Prosthetics  ‘‘ 

r 

> to 

10  to 

15  and 

9 

14 

over 

Total 

Pupils  supplied  with  F.U.  or  F.L. 

V 

(first  time) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pupils  supplied  with  other  dentures 

(first  time) 

3 

19 

13 

35 

Number  of  dentures  supplied 

4 

29 

19 

52 

Anesthetics 

General  Anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental  Officers  11 

Inspections 

(a)  First  inspection  at  School.  Number  of  pupils  9451 

(b)  First  inspection  at  Clinic.  Number  of  pupils  1090 

Number  of  (a)  and  (b)  found  to  require  treatment  5299 

Number  of  (a)  and  (b)  offered  treatment  3490 

(c)  Pupils  re-inspected  at  school  clinic  284 

Number  of  (c)  found  to  require  treatment  282 

Sessions 

Sessions  devoted  to  treatment  1264 

Sessions  devoted  to  inspection  65 

Sessions  devoted  to  Dental  Health  Education  62 

The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  D.  D.  Watts,  has  contributed  the 
following  report  : — 

“ This  year  again  all  the  42  schools  were  inspected  and  their  routine  treat- 
ment completed  in  the  same  year.  In  all  9,451  children  were  inspected  at  schools 
and  1090  were  the  first  inspections  at  the  Clinic,  which  makes  a total  of  10,541. 
The  percentage  of  children  requiring  treatment  was  nearly  50%.  This  figure  is 
not  very  encouraging  and  no  matter  what  we  do,  the  children  will  not  look  after 
and  clean  their  teeth  properly.  Total  visits  this  year  were  10,045  as  compared 
to  7,787  in  1966. 


Dental  Auxiliary 

Miss  Lesley  Charters  was  appointed  last  year  and  she  commenced  her  duties 
on  9th  January,  1967.  She  has  come  here  after  being  trained  for  two  years  in  the 
School  for  Dental  Auxiliaries  in  London.  Besides  instruction  in  Oral  Hygiene  in 
the  schools  and  the  Clinic,  she  is  allowed  to  do  simple  fillings,  scalings,  cleaning 
and  polishing  teeth,  and  Fluoridation  on  a massive  scale  at  the  Clinic.  Her 
appointment  has  proved  to  be  a big  help  in  giving  certain  treatments  for  which  we 
did  not  have  time  before.  All  the  treatment  done  by  the  Auxiliary  has  to  be 
inspected  by  a Dental  Surgeon.  1997  fillings  were  put  into  the  deciduous  teeth 
this  year  as  compared  with  209  in  1966.  In  other  words,  we  are  now  able  to  save  a 
lot  of  deciduous  teeth.  We  have  also  started  Fluoridating  children’s  teeth  with 
Stannous  Fluoride  solution.  Now  this  is  done  as  a routine  for  every  child  who 
comes  to  the  Clinic  for  treatment.  Though  the  effect  of  this  prophylactic  treat- 
ment will  be  known  in  two  years’  time,  it  is  a step  in  the  right  direction  for  con- 
serving teeth. 

We  have  also  started  a scheme  of  calling  all  “ three  year  old  ” children  of  the 
town  for  examination  of  their  teeth.  A circular  letter  is  being  sent  to  all  parents 
of  three  year  old  children  asking  them  to  bring  their  children  for  examination. 
We  started  this  scheme  on  10th  November,  1967.  Until  the  time  of  writing  the 
report,  367  forms  have  been  sent  by  post,  out  of  which  only  129  have  been 
returned,  which  works  out  roughly  to  a 35%  response.  Out  of  these,  only  94 


have  consented  to  bring  their  child  for  examination.  The  number  needing 
treatment  is  27,  which  makes  it  28%  of  the  consenting  parents.  I must  say  that 
this  is  a very  poor  response  from  the  public,  but  we  will  carry  on  the  experiment 
to  the  end  of  our  list,  which  is  practically  1,000.  Our  idea  is  to  see  as  many 
“ three  year  olds  ” as  possible  so  that  we  may  give  them  the  necessary  treatment 
and  also  Fluoridate  their  teeth  as  a preventive  measure. 

Dental  Health  Education 

The  Dental  Auxiliary  devoted  62  sessions  in  visiting  all  the  Junior  and 
Infant  schools  in  the  County  Borough  (29  schools).  The  object  of  Dental  Health 
Education  talks  is  to  tell  the  children  why  teeth  decay,  what  foods  should  be 
eaten,  when  and  how  teeth  should  be  cleaned.  The  children  are  also  given 
practical  demonstration  on  the  correct  use  of  the  tooth-brush.  It  was  found 
that  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eleven,  oral  hygiene  is  pretty  poor.  Nine  to 
eleven  year  old  children  were  shown  simple  diagrams  depicting  the  structure  of 
the  teeth  and  the  progress  of  decay  through  the  tooth.  After  receiving  these 
instructions  at  school,  when  they  came  to  the  Clinic  for  any  treatment  they  did 
not  seem  to  remember  most  of  the  points  illustrated  to  them  at  school.  This 
means  that  we  have  to  keep  on  hammering  these  ideas  into  them  from  year  to 
year.  It  is  very  distressing  to  note  that  the  parents  no  longer  supervise  tooth- 
brushing  and  without  the  help  of  parents  we  cannot  succeed  much. 


Decay  of  Teeth 


Ratio  of 

Permanent 

Teeth  Filled  to 

Permanent 

Teeth  Extracted 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1.9 

9 9 

. jLj 

2.8 

3.2 

3.7 

3.4 

3.95 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fluoridation  of  water  supplies 

is  the  ideal  way  to  reduce  caries 

incidence. 

This  scheme  was  advised  by  the  Ministry  several  years  ago. 

It  has  been  proved 

that  it  cuts  the  caries 

rate  to  one-third,  so 

the  sooner  it  is  introduced  here, 

the  better 

it  will  be. 

Fluoridation  of  teeth 

which  we  have  adopted  now  is  a 

poor  substitute  for  Fluoridation  of 

water  supplies,  but  it  is 

i better  than  nothing. 

Treatment 

Completed  Per  100  Children 

Treated 

Year 

No.  of  teeth  filled 

No.  of  teeth  extracted 

General 

Dentures 

— Anaesthetics  Supplied 

Permanent  Deciduous  Permanent  Deciduous 

1961 

65.4 

3.1 

38.9 

96.3 

32.15 

2.02 

1962 

70.1 

4.5 

34.2 

87.3 

31.8 

1.99 

1963 

75.2 

4.3 

23 

73.2 

34.6 

1.83 

1964 

76 

4.8 

24.4 

85.7 

36.7 

1.51 

1965 

75.3 

8.7 

20.0 

75.3 

33.6 

U 

1966 

81.8 

6.7 

22.4 

, 84.2 

33.6 

1.2 

1967 

92.4 

60.4 

23.5 

94.8 

38.1 

1.8 

The  marked  rise  in  the  fillings  of  permanent  and  deciduous  teeth  shows 
that  we  are  saving  a lot  more  teeth  than  before,  which  is  a healthy  sign. 
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Equipment 

The  X-Ray  machine  is  a great  asset  to  a modern  Dental  Clinic.  We  can  now 
use  it  quite  freely,  and  we  did  not  require  to  refer  any  case  to  North  Lonsdale 
Hospital  this  year.  Besides,  there  are  two  surgeries  which  have  been  fitted 
with  the  latest  Ritter  units  and  chairs.  1 can,  therefore,  confidently  say  that  we 
have  got  one  of  the  best  equipped  surgeries  in  the  country.  I am  thankful  to  the 
Local  Authority  for  giving  us  what  we  need. 

Dentures  and  Orthodontic  Cases 

52  dentures  were  supplied  this  year.  92  pupils  were  supplied  with  ortho- 
dontic appliances,  out  of  which  treatment  was  completed  for  43.  Parents  are 
now  very  particular  about  irregularities  in  the  teeth  of  children  and  they  seek  our 
advice  very  freely  on  this  aspect. 


Survey  of  School  Children  Needing  Treatment 


School 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1 963 

1958 

3 Girls’  Secondary 

...  19.8% 

99  7 0/ 

27.7% 

39.9% 

46% 

3 Boys’  Secondary 

...  28.4% 

35.5% 

28.7% 

34.5% 

57% 

3 Mixed  Secondary 

...  34.9% 

28.4% 

37.0% 

42.4% 

59% 

5 Junior  Schools  .... 

...  43.7% 

43.2% 

40.8% 

53.5% 

62% 

5 Infant  Schools  .... 

...  52.1% 

55.0% 

50.4% 

60.7% 

72% 

The  above  figures  again  prove  that  children  from  infant  schools  have  got 
the  worst  teeth,  and  those  from  girls’  secondary  the  best.  There  is,  however, 
a general  improvement  in  all  the  percentages  as  the  years  go  by,  e.g.,  in  1958 
72%  infants  needed  treatment  as  compared  with  52.1%  in  1967.  Unless  the 
parents  supervise  at  home  there  is  not  much  chance  of  improving  the  situation. 
Our  Dental  Auxiliary  is  doing  her  best  in  demonstrating  to  the  children  how 
and  when  to  brush  their  teeth.  She  explains  this  to  the  mothers  as  well. 

I have  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  North  Lonsdale  Hospital  and  the  Head 
Teachers  of  all  the  schools  for  being  very,  very  co-operative. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Education  Officer  for  the  following  commentary. 

Physical  Training,  Swimming  and  Organised  Games 

The  curriculum  of  all  schools  within  the  County  Borough  includes  the 
provision  of  a daily  indoor  Physical  Education  lesson.  The  general  aim  of  this 
lesson  is  to  encourage  body  awareness  in  as  many  situations  as  possible  and  the 
acquisition  of  a large  repertoir  of  skills  such  as  running,  jumping,  twisting  and 
balancing.  Challenging  situations  are  created  by  the  provision  of  climbing 
and  agility  apparatus  which  is  fully  used  in  infants,  primary  and  secondary 
schools,  and  body  co-ordination  is  developed  through  exploration,  experimenta- 
tion and  the  solving  of  tasks  set  by  the  lay-out  of  such  apparatus. 
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Outdoor  organised  games  lessons  in  primary  and  secondary  schools  supple- 
ment the  indoor  activities  and  soccer,  rugby,  cricket,  athletics  and  tennis  form  an 
integral  part  of  the  school  programme.  Inter-school  fixtures  in  all  major  sports 
and  most  minor  ones  provide  the  competitive  element  in  this  sphere. 

Extra-curricular  activities  are  organised  by  interested  teachers  and  all 
aspects  of  mobile  camping  and  fell-walking  are  encouraged  ; canoeing  and  sailing 
also  feature  in  the  activities  of  some  secondary  schools.  A supply  of 
camping  and  ancillary  equipment  is  provided  by  the  Authority  and  regular  use 
of  it  is  made  by  parties  from  schools  undertaking  walking  and  camping  ex- 
peditions. 

Many  of  the  outdoor  activities  are  included  in  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh’s 
Award  Scheme,  which  is,  at  present,  supported  by  ten  of  the  secondary  schools  in 
the  County  Borough,  and  within  this  set-up  some  137  young  men  and  women 
between  the  ages  of  14b  years  and  20  years  qualified  for  awards  during  1967,  as 
the  following  table  shows  : — 

Bronze  Silver  Gold 

Girls  Scheme  80  25  4 

Boys  Scheme  14  13  1 

The  candidates  are  drawn,  in  the  main,  from  secondary  school  groups. 


The  series  of  swimming  tests  introduced  during  1966  has  considerably 
increased  both  the  interest  of  the  children  and  the  all-round  competence  of  success- 
ful candidates.  These  tests  are  incorporated  in  the  swimming  arrangements 
made  for  primary  and  secondary  schools,  all  of  which  are  allocated  instructional 
sessions  at  the  Abbey  Road  Public  Baths.  The  time-table  provides  for  the  use 
of  either  or  both  of  the  two  pools  at  the  Baths  daily,  between  9-0  a.m.  and  12 
noon,  and  1-30  p.m.  and  4-0  p.m.  during  term-time  throughout  the  year. 


The  whole  of  the  above  programme  for  all  aspects  of  Physical  Education  is 
only  possible  through  the  provision  of  adequate  indoor  and  outdoor  facilities,  and 
extensions  to  these  facilities  have  been  carried  out  during  1967  by  the  com- 
pleting of  a new,  fully  equipped  gymnasium,  shower  facilities,  changing  rooms  and 
a hard-paved  outdoor  area  at  Victoria  County  Secondary  School,  the  continuing 
remodelling  of  the  Alfred  Barrow  County  Secondary  Schools  for  Girls  and  Boys, 
the  provision  of  a new  fully-equipped  gymnasium  with  ancillary  facilities  at  Our 
Lady’s  R.C.  Secondary  School,  and  the  completion  of  a new  Sports  Hall  at  the 
Central  College  of  Further  Education.  Playing-held  improvements  have  also 
been  carried  out  at  a number  of  school  sites. 


Provision  of  Milk  and  Meals 

(a)  Average  number  of  children  receiving  milk  on  each  school  day  ....  9,259 

(b)  Average  number  of  children  receiving  meals  on  each  school  day  ....  4,431 

(c)  Number  of  centres  supplying  meals  ....  ....  30 


* 


